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	 Title:  Creating Non-Standard (Graphic)                    Lesson 6
            Notation      
                                                                    Approx. 110 minutes
	Grade 7

“Art Comes Alive Through Music”

	Critical Learning

	Guiding Questions

	The Creative Process guides musical composition.
Music can be notated in non-standard ways.
 
 


	How is The Creative Process being used to inform the work of composition?
How did it feel to create non-standard (graphic) notation of a musical composition? What worked well? What challenges did it present?


	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations

	C1. Creating and Performing: apply The Creative Process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music;
C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing and/or playing, composing, and arranging music, using them for specific effects and clear purposes; and 
C1.5 demonstrate an understanding of a standard and other musical notation through performance and composition.
	Learning Goals
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can: 

· use the stages of The Creative Process to create non-standard representation of music; and
· create non-standard (graphic) notation for the purpose of performance of a composition.


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Prior knowledge of elements of music required for their composition. 
Lesson 5 and background in The Creative Process.
 

Terminology

Non-Standard Notation or

Non-traditional notation
(http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)
	Materials

 

Chart paper, choice of media i.e., markers, crayons, paint etc.
Teacher Resource 2 Co-Developed Success Criteria



	Minds On                                                        Approximately  30 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Individual> Reflection
Make connections to Lesson 5 and The Creative Process by reflecting on the following questions:
Teacher Prompts:

Which stages of The Creative Process did you move through while creating your sample of non-standard (graphic) notation? 

Pairs> Share
Distribute individual representations of non-standard notation to students from Lesson 5.
Exchange notation with elbow partner. Have students discuss the following questions:
Teacher Prompts:  How would you interpret the notation?
How was it the same or different from your notation?

Have all students place their notation on the floor or post them around the room. Do a gallery walk to observe others non-standard notation.

Whole Class>Discussion
As a class, choose one or more pieces of student work to deconstruct.

Teacher Prompts:
How would we interpret this notation?
How did this student represent more than one sound source (tone colour)?
How did this student know how to play louder or softer (dynamics)?
Are sounds layered? How do you know? (texture)
How are high and low sounds represented? (pitch)
How would the performer know what the duration of the sound should be (long and short rhythms and silences)? 
Which element(s) of music are most important to this composer in order to reflect the art work? (e.g., soft dynamics, slow, long rhythms)

	Assessment for Learning (AfL)
Teacher feedback and clarification of the learning goals during Minds On and Action.


	Action!                                                             Approximately 60 minutes
	

	Whole Group>Discussion
 

Co-construct success criteria with students prior to them creating own graphic notation for their piece of music. Use questions in Minds On to guide the discussion. The criteria should ensure all group member participation in the creative process. 
 

Teacher Tips:

Co-Developed Success Criteria and Co-Developed Assessments: The real power here is having the students genuinely collaborating on the creation of these tools. The included sample templates are intended to be only examples of the format and content that could be the result of this collaborative work. They will have far less impact if used simply as "black line masters", and handed out to the class. See Teacher Resource 2 Co-Developed Success Criteria
Small Group>Creating the Notation
 

Divide students into their groups of 4. 
 

Using their selected artwork, have students notate their composition from Lesson 4 while considering discussion in Minds On.
 

Have students create graphic notation for their part in the performance. 
 

Teacher Tip:  Encourage revising and refining the composition and/or the graphic notation as part of The Creative Process. 

	Assessment as learning (AAL)
Co-developed success criteria
Success criteria checklist 
Co-developed rubric



	Consolidation                                                Approximately  20 minutes
	

	Whole Class> Check for Understanding 
Use Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down strategy (http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/maths/thumbsup.htm) to check for understanding of sound representing a visual image. Use Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down to check for rate of completion of composition.
The teacher will use the data from this feedback to: 1) adjust time requirement for completion; and 2) support ongoing feedback throughout the composition process.

	Assessment of Learning (AoL)
Co-developed rubric
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