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	Title:  Creating the Composition                                 Lesson 4 

                                                                      Approx. 85 minutes
	Grade 7

“Art Comes Alive Through Music”

	Critical Learning

	Guiding Questions

	The Creative Process guides musical composition.
The elements of music are integral to the creation of a musical composition.
There are connections between the elements of music and the elements and principles of design.
Three of the stages of the Creative Process are Exploring and Experimentation, Producing Preliminary Work, and, Revising and Refining. 

	Is The Creative Process being used to inform the work of composition?
Which elements of music are most important as you create your composition? 
How did your understanding of the elements of art influence your musical decisions?
 

How much time did you spend exploring and experimenting while creating a composition? Did you need more time? Why or why not? How did you spend your time during these stages?
How did you use the co-constructed criteria for assessment to guide your journey through The Creative Process? 


	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations


	C1. The Creative Process: apply the Creative Process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music;        

C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing and/or playing, composing, and arranging music, using them for specific effects and clear purposes; and 
C1.3 create musical compositions in a variety of forms for specific 

	Learning Goals
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can: 

· use three of the stages of the creative process in creating a musical composition:  Exploring and Experimenting, Producing Preliminary Work, Revising and Refining;
· work with the elements of music and the elements and principles of design to plan and create a composition that
has a variety of sound sources and playing techniques; and

· make artistic decisions for a composition inspired by a piece of art work.



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Prior knowledge of elements of music required for their composition. Prior knowledge of elements and principles of design.
Lesson 1, 2 and 3 and background in The Creative Process. 
 
Terminology

Elements of Music:

pitch, duration (rhythm), dynamics, texture, tone colour
Elements and Principles of Design: e.g., Line, colour, shape,texture, rhythm
(http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)

	  Materials

 

BLM #6 Elements Graphic Organizer
BLM #8 Music Red Light, Green Light 1 self-assessment activity
  

Elements T-Chart (from Lesson 3) to guide The Creative Process 
Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down Strategy 


	Minds On                                                       Approximately  20 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Individual> Reflection
Have students connect and apply knowledge and skills developed in Lesson 3 by reflecting on the following questions:
· Choose an element of design you focused on while experimenting with sound in Lesson 3 (e.g., line). In what ways did you try representing this element in sound?
· Describe one success and one challenge you experienced.
 

Whole Class> Discussion
Share some successes and challenges as a class. Reflect on ideas and possible solutions.
Share and post the learning goals for the lesson and connect them to the skills and knowledge they require to compose their own piece, e.g., The Creative Process, knowledge of the elements.
 

In a Think-Pair-Share, (http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/strats/think/) have students assess their readiness to use the elements in their composition using the BLM #8 Music Red Light Green Light 1 self-assessment activity.
    Think: Students begin by completing the self-assessment activity individually.
    Pair: Partners assist each other further to understand any element where they have scored a red or yellow. 
    Share: Partners then share their readiness with a small group. 

Collect the Red Light Green Light sheets, taking note of the overall readiness of the class to begin their composition. 
   

If necessary, provide support to the class, group, or individual(s) (e.g., provide more samples; compare each others’ work; provide direct feedback).
	Assessment for Learning (AfL)

BLM #8 Music Red Light Green Light 

Assessment for Learning (AfL)
Teacher feedback and clarification of the learning goals during Minds On and Action!



	Action!                                                     Approximately 60 minutes
	

	Have students return to their group of four created in Lesson 3. They will need their piece of art and the Graphic Organizer completed in Lesson 3.
 

As a small group, have students brainstorm ways the various elements of music could possibly be used to represent the elements of design in their artwork (e.g., ascending and descending skips and leaps in pitch to represent jagged lines, loud dynamics to represent bright colour, fast rhythms played on found sound, i.e. shakers, representing mood of excitement).
 

Use the Elements Chart from Lesson 3 and the BLM #6 Elements Graphic Organizer to guide The Creative Process. This chart will be important to their planning as they create their group compositions. 

Teacher Prompts:
What tone colours or timbres are available to us to create our sounds? (e.g., found sound, African drums, wind instruments, recorder, Orff Instrumentation, body percussion, voice) 
What techniques will we use to play the 'instruments' in order to communicate the desired sound?
What mood in the music will best represent the art work? 
What changes in dynamics would best reflect this mood? 
 

Small Group> Creating the Composition (50 min.)
Students are to complete the Co-constructed Elements Chart modeled in Lesson 3 (Action) to begin gathering their ideas. The BLM #6 Elements Graphic Organizer will assist students in coming to consensus on sound representation based on the elements of design. 
Have students explore and experiment with elements of music (timbre, texture, pitch, dynamics, duration) and make musical decisions to create composition. Ask them to think about the beginning, middle and end.
Refer to The Creative Process ensuring that students receive on-going feedback from peers and teacher.

	BLM #8 Music Red Light Green Light 1



	Consolidation                                         Approximately  5 minutes
	

	Whole Class> Check for Understanding 
Use the strategy, Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down, (http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/maths/thumbsup.htm) to check for understanding of sound representing an element of design. Use Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down to check for rate of completion of composition.
Use the data from this feedback to: 
    1) adjust time requirement for completion; and 
    2) support ongoing feedback through the composition process

	 Assessment as learning (AAL)
Co-constructed Elements Chart
Differentiation (DI)
Vary the amount of time and support depending on student need.
Allow pair-work on composition as necessary.
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