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	Title: Composing a Melodic Theme for a Character       Lesson #5                             Grade 5 Unit   

                                                                      Approx.    180 minutes                “What’s in a Theme”                                         

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Create a descriptive musical theme for a chosen character using knowledge of duration, pitch, and expressive elements.  

Notate and perform the theme for peers in the classroom.   

	How does a composer choose the style, tempo, and mood of a piece of music?
How can various elements of music be used to effectively represent a character?
How can a short melody be used to represent the mood of a character during specific sections of a story?  
Based upon the character chosen, how can the elements of music be selected/organized in a musical theme to communicate meaning? 


	Curriculum Expectations                                        Unpacked Expectations

	Overall Expectations: 
C1. Creating and performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music .
C 1.2 apply the elements of music when playing, composing, and arranging music to create a specific effect; 
C 1.3 create musical compositions for specific purposes and audiences;

C2. Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences. 
C 2.2 identify the elements of music in the music they perform, listen to, and create, and describe how they are used; and
C 2.3 identify and give examples of their strengths and areas for growth as musical performers, creators, interpreters, and audience members.

	Learning Goals 

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· Compose and perform a short melodic theme;

· Describe how the choice of scale and other expressive elements of music can represent the mood of a chosen character; and

· Define and explain how I used the music elements in my composition.




	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Composed rhythm from previous lesson.
Experience adding various expressive controls, duration, timber, dynamics to composed music.
Experience and understanding of adding melody to a given rhythm.
Representing a character through a rhythmic and/or melodic theme.

Terminology

Major & minor

Melodic contour

Steps and skips

Elements of music

Melodic Notation

(www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html)

	Materials

Rhythmic patterns from previous lessons or rhythmic patterns provided by teacher,

Instrument to compose with – recorder, xylophone, online keyboard, singing voice

Staff paper for traditional notation

Paper for non-traditional notation

BLM # 13 Sample Rhythms for Composition
BLM #14 Xylophone Diagram; labelling the notes G-A as 1-6

BLM #17 Elements in Composition
BLM #18  Composition Steps
Students’ Elements of Music Posters completed in Lesson 1

Students’ Anchor Charts (BLM #2) completed in Lesson 1

Teacher Resource 3  Song List
Teacher Resource 4 Elements of Music Teacher Checklist
Teacher Resource 5 Co-constructed Rubric



	Minds On                                                    Approximately  20 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Small Groups/Partners

Peer Interview:  Post the following questions. Have students use the questions to interview each other: 

What are your strongest personality traits? 

How do you approach challenges in your life? 

What is your favourite thing to do on vacation?

If you wrote your own theme, what musical characteristics would be found in the theme?

Would your own personal theme be smooth and slow, jagged and fast, loud or soft? Has the answer to this question changed since it was posed at the end of Lesson 1? 

Name two of your favourite characters you have discovered in books, movies, poems or television shows?  Describe their qualities. How would you tell their story through music?

 

CO-CONSTRUCTED RUBRIC
Engage students in a discussion to create a co-constructed rubric to aid in the assessment of the final culminating task, e.g., Teacher Resource 5 Co-constructed Rubric.   The rubric will help determine what criteria the students and the teacher believe should be included in the final composed theme.

Teacher Prompts:           

What criteria are necessary for a composition assessed at Level 4?                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Using your knowledge of the elements of music and how they are used to enhance a theme; what do you think we should hear in a Level 4 theme?

What is the minimum number of expressive elements that should be used to enhance a theme?  

What kind of variations in pitch, rhythm, tempo, and dynamics should be included in the composition?

How will you know if a chosen mood is accurately represented in the composed melody?

What do you expect from the final performance of the composition? 


	Provide pre-written sample themes to play for students, and have students suggest a character that theme would represent.
Assessment for Learning (AfL)            Use Teacher Resource 4 Elements of Music Checklist to ensure all elements are included and addressed as students progress through the composition. 



	Action!                                                        Approximately 110 minutes
	Assessment as Learning (AaL) Choose a time in the lesson for students to share what they have done so far.  Ask for volunteers to play their theme for the class. Have students who played suggest what they will do next in their composition.
Teacher Tip:  Give students 10-15 minutes for exploration and creation of their rhythm.  Post and guide students through The Creative Process, listening and giving feedback to their compositions.
Differentiation (DI) Provide students who struggle with a barred instrument or recorder; have ready access to the online keyboard for composition. 
Quick Tip:  Feedback:  Listen to the themes as students are working – if a group is struggling, suggest an alternate tempo for the theme.  
Link and Layer: Refer to expressive controls used and notated in previous lessons. How will the expressive controls effect your composition? 
Quick Tip: One partner can be the beat keeper to ensure that the other partner is performing the rhythm at an appropriate tempo.
Assessment for Learning (AfL) Give verbal and ongoing feedback to groups throughout The Creative Process.                      Refer to Co-constructed Rubric to remind students about the criteria for assessment. ``What will a level 4 composition include?


	Small Group Activity
Ask students to find a partner and discuss the attributes of the favourite character each chose in the Minds On activity. Tell them that they will be composing a musical theme of a character in this lesson, using The Creative Process. 

Choose one of those characters and begin to compose a musical theme.  Using each student’s rhythmic pattern composed in Lesson 3 (4-beats long), OR a rhythm from BLM # 13 Sample Rhythms for Composition, students will be adding a melody to the rhythm,  creating an 8-measure theme.  Provide students with a copy of BLM #18 Composition Steps  or post these steps:

Teacher Prompts: 

Chant, clap, and tap each partner’s 4-measure rhythm.  

Decide how the two patterns will best fit together.

Is there anything you need to change to make them work better as one complete rhythm pattern?”  

Once you have decided on an order for your rhythm, discuss and decide what you will do melodically with the rhythm.  Choose:

-Major or Minor key, then determine the home note (do)                                        -Instrument to compose with and perform with or compose and perform with singing voice

Referring to the Elements of Music cards (BLM #1) from Lesson 1, decide on:

- Pitches and melodic flow of the melody – using 5 notes (same process as in Lesson 1), determine when you will use steps, skips, or repeated notes;                                                                                   - Dynamics and other expressive controls; and                                       - Texture/harmony.

Begin to determine (as in Lesson 4) which notes will sound best with your chosen rhythm, by exploring and experimenting with different pitches.

Rehearse, revise, and give feedback to each other about the sound of the melody being created. Practice so that each partner is able to play the melody, both pitches and rhythm, accurately.  

When you are satisfied with the sound of your melody, begin to notate it. Under the rhythm, write down the pitches you have chosen, e.g., G, A, B, C, D.

Add expressive controls onto your melody, e.g., ‘f’ (forte) – loud dynamics, or ‘allegro’ – fast tempo. . 

Rehearse the melody, with the added expressive controls, to prepare for your presentation.

Choose standard (5-line staff) or another way notating your theme and make a final copy that can be shared with other musicians. 

Give your theme a title.  Put your name as composer at the top!

Small Group Activity
Refer to the BLM #1 Elements of Music Cards, and ask students to determine which of the elements of music have been explored thoroughly in their themes.
Teacher Prompt:  Identify and discuss the musical choices you and your partner made in your composition to reflect the character you chose to portray. 

Students write these ideas on the BLM #17 Elements in a Composition with their observations. Encourage students to be able to articulate verbally and explain how successfully their composition captures the attributes of their character.  


	


	Consolidation                                         Approximately  50 minutes
	

	Students practice and prepare their compositions for presenting to the class. Have pieces introduced by the ‘title and composer’ of each piece.  

Ask classmates for feedback and comments after the performance. 

Student Reflection:  What did you notice about the theme? Did the title of the theme ‘match’ what the music was depicting? Would you choose a different title for the composition? 
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