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	Title: Composing a Rhythmic Theme                             Lesson #3                            Grade 5 Unit   

                                                                      Approx.    225 minutes               “What’s in a Theme”                                         

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	One and two beat durations (notes or rests) can be combined to create rhythmic patterns. 

Composers make choices about how to use expressive elements such as tempo and dynamics to create effective compositions.

Composers select and organize patterns of sound to create desired effects.


	How might one and two beat durations be combined to create a theme for a character in a story?

How might the expressive elements of music be used effectively to represent a character in a story?

How might patterns of short and long sounds/silences be organized to communicate events in a story?



	Curriculum Expectations                                             Unpacked Expectations


	C1 Creating and performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music. 

C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing and/or playing, composing, and arranging music to create a specific effect; 

C1.3  create musical compositions for specific purposes and audiences; and 

C1.4 use the tools and techniques of musicianship in musical performances. 

C2. Reflecting, Responding, and Anaylsing: apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences. 

C2.3 identify and give examples of their strengths and areas for growth as musical performers, creators, interpreters, and audience members.

	 Learning Goals 

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· compose, perform and notate an 8-beat rhythmic pattern 2 measures long in 4/4 time, using one and two beat durations. 

· select and perform an 8-beat rhythmic pattern using expressive elements to represent a character in a story

· work with other students to plan and perform a composition using more than one rhythmic pattern and appropriate musical elements to retell the events in a story.



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Students should be able to:

- read and perform simple rhythm patterns and ostinati in 4/4 using a variety of durations such as ta, ti-ti, ti-tika, tika-ti, tika-tika, ssh, and tim-ka. (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html)
-maintain an independent part when playing in two parts.
-use proper playing technique for available instruments or sound sources 

Terminology 
Tempo (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html)  

terms that describe tempo: presto, largo, accelerando, ritardando, moderato, allegro, etc.)
Dynamics (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) 

terms that describe dynamics: crescendo, diminuendo, piano, forte, mezzo piano, mezzo forte, etc.)
Timbre (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) 

Terms that describe timbre: 

Instrument names
Duration (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html)
Terms that describe duration: 

quarter note/rest, eighth note/rest, sixteenth note, eighth/sixteenth note combinations)

Metre (4/4) 
Beat 

Rhythm 
Measure 

Ostinato (pl. ostinati) 

Body percussion 
Word rhythms (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html)

	Materials

"The Tortoise and the Hare" fable (www.storyarts.org) or (www.youtube.com) 

Duration Chart pages 1 and 2 

BLM #10 Tortoise and Hare Storyboard
BLM #11 Tortoise and Hare Rhythmic Themes
BLM #12 Rhythm Values
Teacher Resource 2 Tortoise and Hare Sample Rhythmic Themes 

Sticky notes and/or 

Response Journal
A variety of simple sound sources such as non-pitched percussion instruments (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html), 

found-sounds (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) 

body percussion (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) 

One and two beat durations (notes or rests) (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) can be combined to create rhythmic patterns (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) 
Composers make choices about how to use expressive elements such as tempo) and dynamics (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html )to create effective compositions.

Composers select and organize patterns of sound to create desired effects.

How might one and two beat durations be combined to create a theme (www.music.vt.edu/musicdictionary)for a character in a story?

How might the expressive elements of music (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html



	Minds On                                           Approximately  10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Ask students to think about a race they have taken part in, and their experiences at the beginning, the middle and the end of the race. Discuss how they prepared for the race and how they felt before, during and after the race. 

	Quick Tip
1. Have student groups put their 1-beat durations on cue cards or sticky notes as they experiment with different patterns.  For 2-beat durations, attach 2 cards together to show that the duration (length) is now 2 beats.
2. When more than one rhythmic theme is being performed at once, all performers must imagine/feel the same tempo.  A student may be assigned the role of "beat keeper" to slowly count aloud "one, two, three, four" as students practise their individual or combined parts. Performers should imagine their word rhythms and listen to the beat keeper to stay in time.

3. If you are new to rhythm, visit the following sites to learn about rhythmic notation and the sound of different notes and rests: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcytNP4dMGo
www.sfskids.org



http://www.teachnet.ie/adonaghermcgowan/2005/rhythm/rhythmwithsticks1.html
4.  Invite other classes to view and hear the completed stories.

Assessment for Learning (AfL) -diagnostic 

 Teacher observes 

-students creating lists of 1- and 2-beat durations

-accuracy of the 4-beat rhythm patterns and their performances

Peer assessment of the performance of rhythmic patterns.

Assessment as Learning 

(AaL) - formative
Notation of Tortoise and Hare Rhythmic Themes on BLM #11.
Effective score using devised notation:  Tortoise and Hare Storyboard :  BLM #10
Assessment of Learning -(AoL) - summative assessment, using a checklist

Perfomance of Themes to retell the story from Tortoise and Hare Rhythmic Themes (BLM #11).
BLM #10 Tortoise and Hare Storyboard
Response Journal #3

Differentiation (DI) 

Product:  create only one theme

Quick Tip:

The rhythm time names, e.g. ta, ti-ti, in The Ontario Curriculum Grades 1-8: The Arts (2009) are called “Oral Prompts’.  

Link and Layer
Refer to charts/posters created in Grade 5, Lesson 1 when planning your theme.

 

Rhythm Values chart (BLM #12 Rhythm Values pages one and two)



	Action!                                            Approximately 165 minutes
	

	Large group/small groups
Read/watch "The Tortoise and the Hare" (www.storyarts.org/library/aesops/stories/tortoise.htmlwww.storyarts.org/library/aesops/stories/tortoise.html) or (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DrKmpuKhKE) 

Discuss how the characters approach the challenge of the race and how they might feel before, during and after the race. 

Create a simplified timeline for “The Tortoise and the Hare” on a chart. e.g., Tortoise and Hare Storyboard (BLM #10).
or chalkboard, listing the main events in the story. 
Brainstorm a list of how the  elements of music (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) might be used to represent each character at the beginning, middle and end of the story, e.g., rhythm with long notes, slow tempo, with lots of rests.

Use the strategy, Think/Pair/Share to have students generate a list of 1-beat and 2-beat durations/notes, (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html)
(using the reference chart, BLM #12 Rhythm Values, and record each one using standard notation (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) on  sticky notes or cards of equal length  for all 1-beat notes/double the length for 2-beat notes; (see quick tip #1). 

Share the lists and create a class list of 1-beat and 2-beat notes, and practice clapping and saying the time names/oral prompts. (see quick tip #3).
Distribute copies of Tortoise and Hare Rhythmic Themes (BLM #11).  In partners, explore different ways to combine or repeat these durations/notes and create patterns to effectively represent the Tortoise’s theme. (see quick tip #1) and list them on  List a variety of 4-beat patterns in the charts, e.g., Teacher Resource 2 Tortoise and Hare Sample Rhythmic Themes.  

Practise performing these patterns chanting the rhythm names/ oral prompts, e.g. ta-a, ti-ti (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html and playing on body percussion, e.g., clap, snap, patsch, stamp.  
Peer Assessment:  provide feedback for each other on the accuracy of performance.

Repeat the process to create a variety of 4 beat rhythmic patterns that might be used in a theme for the hare.  Record on the Tortoise and Hare Rhythmic Themes (BLM #11).


Have pairs join together into groups of 4, and experiment with ways to combine their 4-beat patterns, resulting in rhythm patterns 8 beats long. 

Select the pattern that will be the most effect to represent the Hare.  Notate it using standard notation, on the  Tortoise and Hare Rhythmic Themes (BLM #11).  Repeat for the Tortoise, e.g., Teacher Resource 2 Sample Rhythmic Themes.
Decide which members within the group will play the theme for each character, and practise the 8-beat pattern as an ostinato, which will repeat over and over again.  With the character in mind, select a timbre(s) for each character from available sound sources, e.g., body percussion, vocalization, found sounds (e.g., desks, pencils.), non-pitched percussion (e.g., woodblock, hand drum).

Using graphic notation (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic_notation), indicate when each ostinato/rhythmic pattern will be heard in the ‘Graphic Notation’ box on the group's Tortoise and Hare Storyboard (BLM #10).
Review The Creative Process 
(www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html, p.20), and students explain where in the cycle they have already been inspired, have explored, given feedback, etc.

Refer to The Creative Process to create an expressive performance of the themes for the Tortoise and the Hare.  Make decisions about the tempo and add dynamics to effectively communicate the events in the story.  Add words or symbols in the “Expressive Elements” box on the Tortoise and Hare Storyboard (BLM #10).
Practise performing each theme alone and then combine them together and perform. (See quick tips #2) 
Consider ways to revise and improve the performance based upon peer and teacher feedback.
Perform the story using available sound sources and narrator if desired.  

Optional: Students create a poem/chant by selecting words that match the theme.
	


	Consolidation                                   Approximately  50 minutes
	

	Retell the story The Tortoise And The Hare using the rhythmic themes performed with expressive elements, and listen to the performances of other groups.
Response Journal Reflection #3:
“When you consider your work on The Tortoise and the Hare, how did you contribute to the success of your group?  Describe your strengths in creating and performing these compositions.

What choices did you make that made your retell effective?  

What would you revise to improve the effectiveness of your performance?

Select another groups’ performance and explain how they effectively communicated the events in the story through the use of themes.”  
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