	Overview – What’s In A Theme? – Grade 5


	Students will use the Critical Analysis Process
(www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary
/arts.html) to identify how musical elements are used in themes and theme songs, and will compose themes using the elements of music to describe a specific character through music. Beginning with familiar themes from popular culture, students will listen to and analyze a variety of themes/theme songs. Examples of themes found in classical music, (www.music.vt.edu/musicdictionary) advertising, movies, television and other media will be examined.

Using the Critical Analysis Process (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary
/arts.html), students will explore the relationship between a characters' personality/behaviour and the elements in a musical theme which represents them. 
Using The Creative Process, (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) students will explore ways to use the elements of music to communicate different moods and ideas by composing thematic material. Like the ingredients in a recipe, students will experience the effects created when different elements are combined at one time. 
Using the fundamental elements (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary
/arts.html) of music, students will create an original theme for a character and incorporating that theme in a presentation.

	



	Lesson/Activity 1

What is a musical theme (www.music.vt.edu/musicdictionary)? What are the musical elements and how are they used in a theme?

Lesson / Activity 2

What is the relationship between the way the elements of music used and the mood created by a theme?

Lesson / Activity 3

How might a composer use the elements of music (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) differently when creating themes for different characters in the fable “TheTortoise and the Hare”?
(http://www.storyarts.org/library/aesops/stories/tortoise.html) or (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DrKmpuKhKE)
Lesson / Activity 4
How does the use of major or minor scale affect the mood of a theme?  

Lesson / Activity 5

How does a composer choose the use of elements of music (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) such as style, tempo, and mood of a piece of music?

How can the elements of music be used to effectively represent a character?

How can a short melody be used to represent the mood of a character during specific sections of a story?  

Based upon the character chosen, how can the elements of music be selected/organized in a musical theme to communicate meaning?

	

	Assessment and Evaluation: How will students demonstrate their learning?

	Assessment of Learning:
Students will be assessed using a co-constructed rubric to evaluate the effectiveness of their character's theme, and the final presentation/performance of that theme. 

  
	Culminating Performance Activity
Students will use The Creative Process (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) to compose an original theme for a character from a story. (This character can be real or imaginary.) The theme should apply the elements of music studied to effectively reflect the personality traits/attributes of the character and the events taking place in the story. The theme and a description of the character will be rehearsed and performed/presented.  
  


	Assessment for Learning 

Self:
students will  self-assess verbally and in writing

Peer: group members and members of the class will provide feedback during lesson 1, 2, 3 and 4
Teacher:
Teacher will provide feedback in lessons 2, 3, 4, 5
Assessment Of Learning:
Teacher will use a co-constructed rubric to assess the final presentation.
	Four Checkpoints and a Rubric

Check Point #1/Lesson 1

Peer Assessment: BLM #3 Elements of Music Poster
Teacher Assessment: BLM #4 Elements of Music Anchor Sheet
Self Assessment: Response Journal Reflection #1
Check Point # 2/Lesson 2

Peer and Self Assessment: BLM #7 A Musical Fairytale Checklist 
Self and Peer Assessment: BLM #6 A Musical Fairytale Timeline

Self-Assessment Assessment: Response Journal Reflection #2
Teacher Assessment: Performance of “A Musical Fairytale”

Check Point # 3/Lesson 3 

Peer Evaluation: BLM #11 The Tortoise And The Hare Rhythmic Theme Worksheet
Peer Evaluation: BLM #10 The Tortoise And The Hare Storyboard
Teacher Assessment: The Tortoise And The Hare Performance

Self- Assessment: Response Journal #3

Check Point # 4/Lesson 4

Teacher Assessment: observation-oral feedback
Peer Assessment – 2 Stars and a Wish (oral feedback)
Self-assessment: enter in Response Journals- #4
Lesson 5- Culminating Task Rubric – observation-Teacher Resource 4 Elements Checklist

A co-constructed rubric Teacher Resource 5 will be used to assess the culminating activity – creating and performing an original theme for a character.


	Unit Lessons: How will assessment and instruction be organized for learning?
	Approx.

Duration

1 class 
= 45 minutes

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1 
This lesson will introduce the concept of a musical theme in examples taken from classical repertoire past/present and in popular culture.  Using the Critical Analysis Process  (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html), students will listen for and identify/describe musical elements they hear.

	2-3 classes

	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2 
Students will explore the relationship between the elements of music and mood through language and music, and will select an appropriate musical theme for a character in a story.  

	4 classes

	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3 
Using the Creative Process and their understanding of the Fundamental Elements of Music, (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) students will create a rhythmic theme for one of the characters in "The Tortoise and the Hare" and use it to retell the story.

	5 classes

	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4 

Lesson four explores the element of pitch (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) and how to create a melody.  Using 5 or 6 tones from the major scale, and later, 5 or 6 tones from the minor scale, students will create melodies for specific moods.
	4 classes

	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5 
Using their knowledge of musical elements (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) such as duration, pitch and expressive elements, students will select a character (fictional or from real life) and create a theme which appropriately describes that character.

	4 classes
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