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	Title:  Choosing a Theme for a Character              Lesson 2

                                                    Approximately 225 minutes
	Grade 5 Unit

“What’s in a Theme”

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Composers combine musical elements to create mood and communicate with the listener. 

Musical themes can be used to depict characters or events in a story.

Musical themes can be organized for a desired effect.
	How are elements of music used to communicate information or create mood?

How do composers use the elements of music to represent a character(s) or event(s) in a story?

How can themes be organized to communicate events in a story?


	Curriculum Expectations                                               Unpacked Expectations

	Overall Expectations: 

C2. Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences. 

Specific Expectations:
C2.1 express detailed personal responses to musical performances in a variety of ways; and

C2.2 identify the elements of music in the music they perform, listen to, and create, and describe how they are used.
	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· describe a character from a story and explain how the elements of music e.g., tempo, dynamics, duration, key signatures (tonality), and can be combined to depict that character.

· listen to a variety of musical themes and select a piece of music to represent a character.

· organize themes for different characters to retell a story with background music.

  



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Students should be familiar with 

-Mad Libs stories which will be used in this lesson to illicit a variety of adjectives to describe characters and their music. 

-a variety of terms and symbols related to the elements of music – Grade 5, Lesson 1 

 

-using timelines (www.encarta.com)

Terminology


musical theme    (www.ask.com)


adjective (www.dictionary.com)
plot 

(www.dictionary.com)
checklist
(www.dictionary.com)

	Materials

 

One chocolate chip cookie (or other cookie)

BLM #6: A Musical Fairytale Timeline 
BLM #7: A Musical Fairytale Character Checklist 

BLM #8:  A Musical Fairytale Characters 

BLM #9: A Musical Fairytale Script
Teacher Resource 1 Adjectives Example Chart
Envelopes

Response Journal

Recordings have a wide variety to use for characters, or use on-line recordings, e.g., www.youtube.com; search for these titles:

heroism, determination  -  Theme from Rocky, 633 Squadron Theme, Transformers Classical Theme, 2001 Space Odyssey Theme, Raiders of the Lost Ark Theme, Toreador's Song from Carmen, Ride of the Valkeries by Strauss

fear - Halloween Theme Song, Jaws Theme Song, Scream Theme Song
uncertainty - 007 Theme, Scream Theme Song, Twilight Zone Theme
sadness -  Schindler's List Theme, Moonlight Sonata, Solveig's Song,  Concerto de Aranjuez 

sneakiness or playfulness - In The Hall of the Mountain King
calmness - Forest Gump Theme, On Wings of a Dove,

Air on a G String, Morning, Nadia's Theme, 

happiness - Celebration Fanfare, I've Got A Feeling,  Radetzky March, 


romance - Anakin and Padme love theme,

Japanese Folk Music, African Folk Music



	Minds On                                          Approximately  10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Teacher holds up a chocolate chip cookie (or may hand out a chocolate chip cookie to each student).  Students brainstorm (www.mindtools.com/brainstm.html) and list ingredients they think were used to make the chocolate chip cookie and words which describe or predict how it will taste.  
Teacher Prompts:

“Why do you think those ingredients were chosen?  How would it taste if green peas were used instead of chocolate chips?” 

Teacher explains that composers are like bakers – they choose and mix musical ingredients carefully for a desired effect.  Musical themes (www.ask.com) are compositions which combine musical ingredients in special ways to describe the actions or feelings of a character in a story.  Students will be working with characters in a story and selecting a musical theme for each one based upon the musical ingredients used in the composition.


	Assessment for Learning (AfL)


 
Assessment as Learning
(AaL)

A Musical Fairytale Script 

(BLM #9 A Musical Fairytale Script)

A Musical Fairytale Character Checklist (BLM #7 A Musical Fairytale Character Checklist) 




	Action                                                 Approximately 200 minutes
	A Musical Fairytale Timeline

(BLM #6 A Musical Fairytale Timeline)
Assessment of Learning
(AoL)

Response Journal #2-

Retell reflection

Differentiation (DI)

Interest, Product

Quick Tip
Brainstorm strategy:  (www.mindtools.com/brainstm.html)   
If using a computer for the retell of the story with musical themes, open 5 tabs on YouTube (www.youtube.com), one for each musical theme selected.  As the narrator reads, click on the appropriate link to hear the theme selected. 

If using individual recordings, have at least two CD or tape players ready so that students can cue their recording as the previous one is playing on another machine.
Link and Layer
Have students refer to the posters of musical elements/terms (BLM #2) when completing their Character Checklist (BLM #7 “A Musical Fairytale Character Checklist) 

Hyperlinks in the Lesson
(see example below)
For recordings, you 

may wish to go to www.youtube.com and search for the titles below:
heroism, determination  -  Theme from Rocky, 633 Squadron Theme, Transformers Classical Theme, 2001 Space Odyssey Theme, Raiders of the Lost Ark Theme, Toreador's Song from Carmen, Ride of the Valkeries by Strauss, 

fear - Halloween Theme Song, Jaws Theme Song, Scream Theme Song
uncertainty - 007 Theme, Scream Theme Song, Twilight Zone Theme
sadness -  Schindler's List Theme, Moonlight Sonata, Solveig's Song,  Concerto de Aranjuez 

sneakiness or playfulness - In The Hall of the Mountain King
calmness - Forest Gump Theme, On Wings of a Dove, Air on a G String, Morning, Nadia's Theme, 

Happiness - Celebration Fanfare, I've Got A Feeling,  Radetzky March, 

Romance - Anakin and Padme love theme,

Japanese Folk Music
African Folk Music


	Whole Group or Small Group:

Option 1:  begin in a Whole Group.  The teacher reads the Mad Lib story “A Musical Fairytale”, BLM #9 A Musical Fairytale Script. 

Students brainstorm adjectives to complete the story. 

Option 2:  begin in Small Groups.  Students receive an envelope with the name of a specific character, BLM #8 A Musical Fairytale Characters  from the story, “A Musical Fairytale”, BLM  #9 A Musical Fairytale Script and then brainstorm adjectives for that one character, and write the adjectives in the appropriate section..

When adjectives for all characters have been found, students post their favourite descriptive words on a large chart, e.g., Teacher Resource 1 Adjectives Example Chart, or board. The teacher reads the Mad Lib story, “A Musical Fairytale”, BLM #9 aloud, filling in the blanks with the students’ adjectives from the posted chart, e.g., “the King became frustrated (adjective) and bossy (adjective)”.

Small Groups:

Students form groups based on the character they are most interested in, and begin the process of selecting a theme for their character.  

Provide each group with a copy of BLM #7 A Musical Fairytale Checklist and copy the adjectives which describe their character onto the first column in their checklist.  

Using the posters of musical elements (BLM #2, BLM #3), students predict how the elements of music (The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: The Arts, 2009) might be used in a theme for their character and list these elements in the second column.
Play the recording of the first theme (see suggested themes in Materials), students use the “1” column on their checklist to indicate how many of the elements for their character were heard.  As additional examples are played, students check off the “ingredients” they heard which match their character’s description.

Based upon the musical elements present in each listening example, group members discuss which theme would be most appropriate for their character. 

Teacher Tip:  this theme may be used to create a retell (www.encarta.com) with music later in the lesson.

Using Character Checklists, groups present information to the class about their character, the musical ingredients they believe would best represent their character, and their choice of musical theme.
Note: If possible, a theme should be selected for each character to enable a retell of the story. Teachers may wish to have students explore other musical examples (including current pop songs).

Small Group:

Based upon the Creative Process (The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: The Arts, 2009) work with members of their group to plan how their theme should be used to retell the story. (i.e. when their character's theme should begin/end, increase in volume, etc)  Students indicate the use of their theme on “A Musical Fairytale Timeline using terms, graphic notation and/or musical symbols.  Time to practice and perform a retell of the story should be provided.

Using the Critical Analysis Process (The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: The Arts, 2009), students consider how the use of themes affected the mood of the story; decide whether any themes should be changed or reorganized and then repeat the musical retell of the story
Discuss how the themes might sound if the story took place in a kingdom in Japan, Africa.  Decide upon a final version and perform.

Optional: Create a multi-media performance of “A Musical Fairytale” by retelling story and adding a narrator, drama, musical themes etc.


	


	Consolidation                          Approximately 15 minutes
	

	Response Journal Reflection #2
Reflect upon the performance of "A Musical Fairytale" with musical themes.  

Teacher Prompts:        

What effect did the themes have on the story?

Identify one theme and explain why it was, or was not, an effective choice for the character.  

Explain how the musical elements in the theme(s) helped communicate the feelings of the character and events in the story effectively. 
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