


Choose one character and begin to compose the character’s musical theme, through 
THE CREATIVE PROCESS!!

Using the rhythmic patterns you composed in Lesson 3 (4-beats long each, 8-beats together), (OR a rhythm from BLM # 13 Sample Rhythms for Composition) add a melody to the rhythm, and create an 8-measure theme, following these steps: 

1. Chant, clap, and tap each partner’s 4-measure rhythm.  
2. Decide how the two patterns will best fit together. 

Think about:  Is there anything you need to change to make the two patterns work better as one complete rhythmic pattern?  

3. Once you have decided on an order for your rhythm, discuss and decide what you will do melodically with the rhythm.  Choose:

· Major or minor key, then determine the home note (do)                                        
· Instrument to compose with and perform with,  or use your singing voices.
4. Refer to the Elements of Music cards (BLM #1)  developed in Lesson 1, decide on:

· Pitches and flow – using 5 notes (as in Lesson 4), choose steps, skips, and repeated notes to create the melodic contour 
· Dynamics and other expressive controls.

5. Begin to determine (as in Lesson 4) which notes will sound best with your chosen rhythm, by exploring and experimenting with different pitches. 
6. Rehearse, reflect, give peer feedback, revise, and practise so that each partner is able to play both the pitches and rhythm accurately. When you are satisfied with the sound of your melody, begin to notate it.  Under the rhythm, write the pitches you have chosen, e.g., G, A, B, C, D.

7.  Add the expressive control markings to your melody, e.g., ‘f’ (forte) – loud dynamics, or ‘allegro’ – fast tempo. . 

8. Rehearse the melody, with the added expressive controls, to prepare for your presentation.

9. Choose standard (5-line staff) or another way notating your theme and make a final copy that can be shared with other musicians. 
10. Give your theme a title. Put your name as composer at the top!”
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