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	Overview – “I’se the B’y”  6/8 Meter, Form, and I-V  – Grade 5 




	This unit is designed as a double unit using the famous Canadian folk song “I’se the B’y.”  The first half focuses on form and 6/8 time.  The second half explores a I-V bass line using form to identify and create a new I-V pattern.  Either half of the lesson could be taught independently of the other, or as one big unit.  

	

	Expectations
C1.  Creating and Performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music.

C2.  Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing:  apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences. 

C3.  Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts:  demonstrate an understanding of a variety of musical genres and styles from the past and present, and their social and/or community contexts.

	Unit Guiding Questions
How does the rhythm of this song make you feel?  What does it remind you of?

What happens if we use the same note for the whole song?

Why do the notes in the song have to change in the accompaniment?

Lesson Guiding Questions 
Lesson/Activity 1

1. How can the rhythms from the Rhythm Motives Chart be combined to create a musical form?  

Lesson / Activity 2

2. What do you notice about these Rhythm Phrases?  Are they made of ta’s and ti-ti’s?

Lesson / Activity 3   

3. How do rhythms fit into 6/8 meter?  What has to be adjusted?

Lesson / Activity 4

4. When does G not match the song as a bass note?

Lesson / Activity 5

5. What did the composer do to make the bass line more interesting than our first version?

Lesson / Activity 6

6. How will you use form with the I-V chord change for your section of the final performance of I’se the B’y?  Is this form the same one used for your language pattern?




	Assessment and Evaluation: How will students demonstrate their learning?

	Assessment of Learning:

	Culminating Performance Activity
Students will perform their chants as an interlude to the song “I’se the B’y” with either speech, body percussion, or pitched percussion instruments, and singing their chants with their created bass line with instruments.

(If the unit on I-V chord changes is not taught, students perform their chants with either speech, body percussion, or non-pitched percussion instruments.)

1. Students will be evaluated using response and observation for accuracy of identification of form.

2. Students will be evaluated using listening, observation and written work for accuracy identification and application of rhythm in 6/8 time.  

3. Students will be evaluated using listening and observation for accuracy of identifying and playing or singing I-V chord changes as a bass line.

4. Students will be evaluated using listening, observation and written work for accuracy of application of I-V chord changes and form in their created work.

	Assessment for Learning

	Four Checkpoints and a Rubric

Check Point #1/Lesson 1  Students represent patterns that are same/different by letters or shapes.  e.g.,  self-evaluation, peer evaluation
Check Point # 2/Lesson 2  Students are chanting in 6/8 rhythm, while keeping a beat.
e.g., teacher feedback.

Check Point # 3/Lesson 3

Students can match the rhythms in 6/8 time to their language phrase form.

Self-evaluation, teacher feedback.
Check Point # 4/Lesson 4

Students identify when the G does not match the song in the bass.

Self-evaluation, peer-evaluation, teacher feedback, 

Check Point # 5/Lesson 5

Students are performing the bass line, and discovering a form for the bass line. 

Self/peer-evaluation

Check Point # 6/Lesson 6    
Students can apply a new form for the bass line using G and D.
Self/peer evaluation, teacher feedback.



	Unit Lessons: How will assessment and instruction be organized for learning?
	Approx.

Duration

1 class 
= 35 minutes

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1 – Form
By looking at patterns of shapes, students identify what is the same and different in the pattern and represent these forms with their bodies.  This idea of form is then applied to simple 4/4 rhythms that students create.  
	1 classes

	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2 – 6/8 Meter Experienced
Using phrases from the song “I’se the B’y,” students create a form, and chant in 6/8 time.
	1-2 classes

	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3 – 6/8 Meter Identified and Notated 
Students explore the difference experientially between 4/4 and 6/8 time using language and note groupings as the base.  Rhythms of 6/8 time are identified with rhythm syllables, and applied to the chants the students created last lesson.  The chants created by the students could be performed as interludes to the song in Rondo form.
	1-2 classes

	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4 – Identifying I-V Harmonic Changes
Using their ears as the guide, students discover the chord changes for the accompaniment to “I’se the B’y.”  Students will identify the form of this chord change.  
	1 class

	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5 – Performing I-V Harmonic Changes
Students will learn an Orff arrangement, which has an expanded bass line following the I-V pattern.  Students will compare the basic form of the chord changes and what the composer did to achieve this arrangement.  
	2-3 classes

	Lesson 6
	Lesson 6 – Applying I-V Harmonic Changes  

Students will apply the potential patterns of the I-V chords to create a form for their chants.  The chants with the I-V patterns will be played and or sung as an interlude to the song, in Rondo form.                                                            


	2-3 classes
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