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	Title:  “How to Catch a Falling Star”  
Lesson #3 
	Grade 1 Music

Approximately 45 minutes

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	A rhythmic or melodic pattern can be composed to represent the meaning of a word.

Compositions can be played on a variety of instruments to represent a word.

A composer’s choices for their pattern and the timbre can be explained with music vocabulary.


	 How does your pattern communicate the meaning of your specific word?

How did you decide on the instrument you’ve chosen?

What words can you think of to describe the sound of your instrument? 



	Curriculum Expectations

	C1.  Creating and Performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music

C1.1 sing songs in unison and play simple accompaniments for music from a wide variety of diverse cultures, styles, and historical periods

C1.2 create compositions for a specific purpose and a familiar audience

C2.  Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing:  apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences 

C2.2 describe ways in which the elements of music are used for different purposes in the music they perform, listen to, and create 

Teacher Tip:  Possible Drama integrating expectations could be developed along with the Music expectations during ‘Action’-

Drama Expectations

B1.  Creating and Presenting: apply the creative process to dramatic play and process drama, using the elements and conventions of drama to communicate feelings, ideas, and stories.

	Learning Goals

(Unpacked Expectations)

At the end of this lesson, 

I can: 

· compose a pattern (rhythmic or melodic) to express my assigned word
· choose an appropriate instrument for my pattern
· perform my pattern at the appropriate time in the story
· give reasons why I chose a particular instrument for my word and pattern



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Familiarity with non-pitched percussion instrument families:  woods, metals, skins, shakers, scrapers

Prior experiences improvising rhythms and patterns.

Terminology
Non-pitched percussion
: woods, metals, skins, shakers scrapers 

Solfège:  so-mi-la

Improvise 

Loud/soft, fast/slow, detached/smooth, high/low
(http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)

	Materials

Jeffers, O. (2010) How to Catch a Star.  United Kingdom:  HarperCollins Children’s Books
 (Or another book that has repeating nouns and verbs.)

Teacher Resource 1 Starlight, Starbright


Non-pitched percussion instruments

Pitched percussion instruments set up in C pentatonic (remove all F’s and B’s)

BLM #1 My Instrument Choice  

(require 1 copy per 2 students; cut  page in half)


	Minds On                                              Approximately 10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Sing Starlight, Star-bright with solfège, text and pattern map movement (Lesson 2).

Recall the story of How to Catch a Star, and review the posted list of nouns and verbs from the book, e.g., verbs (13):  loved, wished, watched, dreamed, walk, getting (up), waited, ate, jump, climbed, grab, catch/caught, washed (up);  nouns (5):  boy, star, friend, sun/sunrise, beach/sand.

Ask students to recall and demonstrate their words and movements (created in Lesson 2).
	Differentiated Instruction (DI): 

Have music vocabulary cards available for students to show for their oral explanation.

Scribe for students who find it challenging to complete the written tasks.


	Action!                                                  Approximately 20 minutes
	

	Brainstorm a list of music vocabulary terms that should be considered when students are creating a rhythmic or melodic pattern, e.g., loud/soft, high/low, detached/smooth, fast/slow.  Post the list so students can refer to it throughout the activity.

Students with verbs (13) choose a non-pitched percussion instrument and improvise a rhythmic pattern (4 or more beats in length) to represent their word.

Students with nouns (5) choose a pitched percussion instrument and compose a 2-4 note melodic pattern using la ,so, and mi (la=A, so=G, mi=E,).  

Teacher Tip:  Set pitched percussion instruments in C Pentatonic (remove F’s and B’s).
Give students the opportunity to explore and experiment with a few instruments, as part of their Creative Process.  Discuss the different ways the instruments can be played, e.g., scrape, shake, tap, and the instrument’s materials, e.g., wood, metal, skin.

Encourage students, continuing with the Creative Process, to revise their rhythmic or melodic patterns, share with others for feedback, and refine them until they feel satisfied with the composition.

Model the format for sharing their explanations about the compositions on the board/chart (BLM #1 My Instrument Choice):  I chose to play the ____ because it sounds ______.  My pattern is ______because _____.  

Complete the reflection sentences with words from the posted list. 

Students state their word, play their pattern, and explain why they chose the instrument orally.  When all students have taken their turn orally, record their ideas on the BLM #1 My Instrument Choice. 

Teacher Tip:   All choices are valid when students explain how they made connections between their word, composition (rhythmic or melodic pattern) and instrument, e.g., I chose to play the finger cymbals for the word ‘dreamed’.  I chose this instrument because it sounds soft and lasts a long time up high like a dream does.  My rhythm pattern is slow with long notes because it feels like I’m dreaming. 

Share with students that they are ‘composers’!


	Assessment of Learning

(AoL) Assess the effectiveness of students’ rhythmic or melodic patterns, their oral and written explanations (BLM #1 Instrument Choice).  

Record on Teacher Resource 2 Assessment Checklists.

	Consolidation                                      Approximately 15  minutes
	

	Plan the final performance to include the song Starlight, Starbright, the student-created rhythmic and melodic patterns, and the story How to Catch a Star.

Invite an audience to hear the musical story!

Extension:  Using shared practice, write new lyrics for the song to reflect the story. 
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