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	Overview –“How to Catch a Star” Grade 1 



	Students create melody maps with their bodies while singing a song.
Students create movements that interpret the meaning of a word.

Students compose a rhythmic or melodic pattern to represent a word from a story, and choose an instrument and play their patterns, creating a musical story.
Students explain the interpretive connection between a word, the pattern they have composed, and the choice of instrument for playing the pattern. 


	

	Music Expectations
C1.  Creating and Performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music.

C2.  Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing:  apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences. 


	Unit Guiding Questions
How do melody maps develop in-tune singing?
How can sounds be represented with movement?

How can a word be expressed through movement?

How can a rhythmic or melodic pattern and instrument sounds express the meaning of a word?

Lesson Guiding Questions 
Lesson 1

How many different pitches do you hear in the song?  

How can you show the difference in the pitches with your body?
How do you change your voice to match a high, medium or low pitch?

Lesson  2:
How does a melody map help us sing in tune?

How can you use your voice to express the meaning of your word?

What type of movements can you use to show the meaning of your word?
How do your movements express the meaning of your word? 
Lesson 3:
How does your pattern communicate the meaning of your specific word?

How did you decide on the instrument you’ve chosen?

What words can you think of to describe the sounds of your pattern and instrument? 



	Assessment and Evaluation: How will students demonstrate their learning?

	Assessment of Learning:

	Culminating Performance Activity
Students will perform the story using instruments and rhythmic or melodic patterns to represent nouns and verbs.  The song Starlight Starbright will be arranged by students as part of the performance.
Students will be assessed using observation of the performance, and oral and written reflections.

	Assessment for Learning


	Three Checkpoints –Teacher Resource 1 Assessment Checklist
Check Point #1/Lesson 1
Observe:

-students’ in-tune singing when pitch matching.

-students’ hand movements (melody maps) to represent pitches

-students’body levels to represent the high-medium-low pitches of the song.
Check Point # 2/Lesson 2

Observe 
-students’ movements match the pitch levels of the song

-students’ use of the elements of music to expressively speak their words

-students’ accurate use of music vocabulary to describe compositions
Check Point #3/Lesson 3
Observe
-students’ compositions of patterns that express their words

-students’ oral explanations of music choices

-students’ written explanations of music choices




	Unit Lessons:  How will assessment and instruction be organized for learning?
	Approx.

Duration

1 class 
=30/45minutes

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1 
Students are introduced to the story, and learn a soh-mi-la song that will be used in connection with the story.   Students will understand the difference between the pitches soh-mi-la and will be able to represent them with movement.  
	1-2 classes

	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2 
Students will choose words from the story to represent through expressive speech and movement.  As students explore, they will be asked to use music vocabulary words to describe their sounds.   
	2 classes

	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3 
Students will choose instruments matched with specific words to accompany the story and compose either a rhythmic or melodic pattern to express the meaning of a word.  Students will explain their musical choices.
	2-3 classes
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