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Lesson Template

Adapted From:
Edugains Differentiated Instruction Lesson Planner, 2010
	Grade/Grade Range:
1-2
	Exploring Texture and Preserving Community using Afghan Music and Its Instruments

	
	Curriculum Document: The Arts 
Support Document: Realizing the Promise of Diversity-Ontario’s Equity and Diversity Education Strategy, 2009
Resource Partner: Aga Khan Museum collections

	
	Duration: 60 minutes (Lesson2 of 2)

	Differentiated Instruction Considerations:

	The design/ delivery of this lesson should consider Differentiation based on knowledge of students, including:
☒ Readiness/prior learning      ☒ Interests/Topics           ☐ Preferences     ☐ Intelligences  ☒ Entry Point (content)  
☒ Ways of learning (process)  ☒ Learning environment  ☒ Ways of demonstrating learning (product)
☒ Other (e.g., environment, gender, culture)- sensory processing and sensory aversion needs, cultural sensitivity


	Curriculum Connections

	Overall Course Expectation(s):

The students will:
C1. Creating and Performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music;
C2.  Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process (see pages 23-28) to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences;
C3. Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety of musical genres and styles from the past and present, and their social and/or community contexts.

Equity and Diversity Connections:

· We envision an inclusive education system in Ontario in which:
· Every student is supported and inspired to succeed in a culture of high expectations for learning.
· Inclusive Education:
· Education that is based on the principles of acceptance and inclusion of all students. Students see themselves reflected in their curriculum, their physical surroundings, and the broader environment, in which diversity is honoured and all individuals are respected.
Learning Goal(s):
· I can create a composition to demonstrate my understanding of texture using a variety of instruments. 
· I can explore that Afghan and our Classical orchestra instruments can create music together to create a unique sound. 
· I will play together in an ensemble and perform with various instruments to experience the feeling of community.

	Assessment and Evaluation

	Assessment/Success Criteria:
· Elements of music terminology (rhythm, timbre, etc.) are used to effectively represent the video of the Aga Khan Initiative 
· Use communication to express and organise ideas
· Make connections between the music created as a community and the Afghan orchestra as a community and what it means to feel passionate to perform to preserve their cultural heritage
· Cultural sensitivity is observed during conversations and video



Achievement Chart Categories addressed:

☒ Knowledge and Understanding
☒ Thinking
☒ Communication
☒ Application

	Assessment Tool(s): (e.g., checklist, rubric, conversation, observation, rating scale, anecdotal comments, marking scheme):

· Open-ended and guiding inquiry questions
· Checklist of expectations and success criteria
· Anecdotal observation during individual and group work
· Conversations and/or observations throughout the process through technology (.i.e. apps, One Note)
· Constructed Success Criteria Checklist for students to track their own learning
· Stars and a Wish
· Self-Reflection of students using emoji’s
· Task Completion List


	Prior Learning Required for this Lesson:

	· Prior lessons on Elements of Music (timbre, dynamics, pitch, etc) to create a composition
· Experiences with rhythmic and/or melodic ostinati, dynamics, expressive controls, and vocal exploration
· Cultural sensitivity is observed during conversations and video
· Instruments of Afghanistan, Wahid Momand: Afganland, 2000, You Tube, April, 2017 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9-jqGuRDX8
· Listen to Davos 2017 –Press Conference with the Afghan Women’s Orchestra “Zohra” World Economic Forum, You Tube, April, 2017 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIg-Tgl8oZc&t=819s
· Synopsis of the orchestra, April, 2017 https://www.weforum.org/press/2016/12/afghan-women-s-orchestra-zohra-launches-tour-at-world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2017-in-davos/
· Create cards of the various pictures of the membranophones or display the pictures of them on a screen
· Identify the Classical orchestra instruments in the orchestra
· Have students attend an orchestra performance or see an orchestra playing on a video

	Materials and Resources Required for this Lesson

	
· Shakers, water jugs, Orff instruments if available, tambourines
· Audacity app if available  
· Instruments of Afghanistan, Wahid Momand: Afganland, 2000, April, 2017 http://www.afghanland.com/entertainment/music/instruments/instruments.html
· Muckleshoot Skipbash, Black Lodge Singers, You Tube, April, 2017 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqaA7bvE1MY 
· Black Lodge “Elmo’s World”, You Tube, April, 2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bg0hMrlMQp8
· Davos 2017 - Leadership beyond Borders: The Afghan Women's Orchestra "Zohra" World Economic Forum, You Tube, January 20, 2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9-jqGuRDX8 Davos 2017 – The Afghan Womens Orchestra, Rajamanickam Antonimuthu, You Tube, April, 2017 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ce1xjdTB4qo
· Easing Pain of War with Music, China Daily pg. 6 by Arnie Ferris-Rotman and Sayed Hassib, dated January 1, 2012, April, 2017 http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2012-01/14/content_14444949.htm
· AKM 218 Musical gathering https://www.agakhanmuseum.org/collections/musical-gathering 
· 4 or 5 BLMs for groups with 8 heartbeats on it in a row
· Anchor chart to discuss being a community ensemble
· Map of Afghanistan
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Aga Khan Music Initiative, AKMI Channel, April, 2017 http://www.akdn.org/akmi
· Aga Khan Music Initiative performance at the Ismaili Centre, Dubai.  Shows use of Classical instruments with traditional instruments from Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umi-OEy0XTk
· LCD projector and internet access for website and YouTube clips
Note: Teacher should read included Teacher Resource:  Zohra, Afghanistan’s First National Women’s Orchestra as background for this lesson.






	Minds On
• Establishing a positive learning environment
• Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences
• Setting the context for learning
	Assessment Connections
Growing Success, 2010

	Whole Class or Groups: Learning Experience including Structures/Instructional Strategies
Whole Class>performance
Description

Have the students perform their composition from the timbre lesson set and show their composition on chart paper. Have the students explain to the class what all the instruments are performing (rhythmic or melodic)

Listen to the Aga Khan Music Initiative video Aga Khan Music Initiative, AKMI Channel April, 2017 http://www.akdn.org/akmi It is at the bottom of the site.
Or
-Video from the Aga Khan Music Initiative performance at the Ismaili Centre, Dubai.  Shows use of Classical instruments with traditional instruments from Africa, the Middle East, and Asia. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umi-OEy0XTk

Use culminating AKM 218 image to show community playing of instruments.

Teacher prompts:

· What do you notice in the video and in the picture? (people singing and playing instruments)
· Do you see a connection between what we did as our performance and this video from the Aga Khan Museum?  (play together)
· What do you think would happen if there was no music in the world? (we would not have concerts/ quiet/ no music on TV or on the radio)
· How would you feel if we did not have music or could not make music?  (sad)
· Why do we make music? (to play or sing together/to show our feelings) 
· Do you sing songs with your family at special occasions in your life? (birthdays)
· Do you or anyone in your family play an instrument? 
· What do we call a group of people who play instruments together? (ensemble, orchestra)

Tell students that in Afghanistan, women have created its first female national orchestra with its first woman conductor.  Due to war where they lived, no one could make music. Now that the war is over, they want to make music again, learn about their musical culture and teach students who want to learn their traditional instruments as well as our Classical orchestra instruments to promote and build their community with unity, peace and love.  

	Assessment for Learning:

Assess student’s understanding of musical terms: timbre, form, dynamics and expressive controls, texture and melody

	Action
• Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning
• Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning
	Assessment Connections
Growing Success, 2010

	Whole Class or Groups: Learning Experience including Structures/Instructional Strategies

Whole Class>Discussion
Description
Ask class about equity, choice and connections to other cultures.  Show how different cultures gather together as a community e.g. Indigenous people at various times gather together.  

Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mqaA7bvE1MY Video of the Black Lodge Singers on pow wow drum and YouTube  - Elmo’s World https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bg0hMrlMQp8, on Indigenous people playing around the gathering drum in a circle as their community.  

Discuss that orchestras play together as their community.  

Using the anchor chart, co-create what it means to build a community ensemble or orchestra.  

In order to build a community ensemble or orchestra, we need to listen to each other, follow the conductor, watch her/him, and listen to each other play while we play music together.

As a group, we also need to respect each other’s beliefs.  Some people use music for entertainment and for various reasons such as in their religious beliefs. Some people because of their faith, will not stand for the singing of our National Anthem.  We need to respect each other’s cultures.

Listen to one song of the Afghan orchestra video. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d9-jqGuRDX8. Begin at the 8:15 minute mark until 11:15 minute mark.  Discuss what type of instruments they see in the video. Strings, Membranophones, etc.) It is 2:29 minutes long.
Have students watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ce1xjdTB4qo It is 2:29 minutes long.

Classify the instruments:  strings, membrane (membranophones), woodwind, percussion, and brass. Show only the pictures from Wahid Momand: Afghanland, 2000 http://www.afghanland.com/entertainment/music/instruments/instruments.html and sort as a class. Once they learn about the Afghan instruments (tanboor, sarode, shahnai, sitar and tabla) and review Classical orchestra instruments, classify them under the headings.  This is a teacher resource that can be used to identify the instruments of Afghan music.

They are playing as a community with their traditional music instruments with Classical orchestra string instruments.  
· What instruments are the same as those in our orchestras today? 
· What instruments are different?  

This video shows that people are exploring and experimenting with Afghan music and Classical orchestra music in a variety of contexts or ways. This is called a fusion of two worlds of music or cross-cultural music. They are using a variety of past and present instruments or non-Classical orchestra or Afghan music with Classical orchestra orchestral instruments.  The new texture of this community sound is different and unique.  Listen to the video at 26:00 minutes for 4:30 minutes.  

Teacher prompts:
· What are they doing at the beginning? (Tuning the instruments)
· What if we were not be allowed to play together? (feel frustrated)
· How would we feel?  (sad and want to do something about it)
Additional note: These musicians are passionate about making music and trying rebuild a community of players in their country due to the war and the past government of their region.  An Afghan Women’s group called ”Zohra” play their music and teach young students with support of the Afghan education system to perform freely in their country of Afghanistan and improve the betterment of their people.  

Students reflect on what it feels like to be performing as a community. 

Small Group
Description

Create a composition using their knowledge from prior lessons and understanding of the musical concept of texture.

Divide class into group teams of 5.  Each group is responsible to create a 8-beat rhythmic or melodic pattern using ta, ti-ti and zah using a rhythmic or melodic ostinato.  

Use the BLM 8-beat heart composition and put a repeat sign at the end of the 8 beats.
· Vessel Shaker group – create a rhythmic ostinato (non-pitched)
· Water group – create a bordun on doh and soh in the style of Afghan music
· Voice group – create a melodic ostinato using soh, mi and lah using ta, ti-ti and zah.
· Orff instrument group -if these instruments are available, have the group play any sounds of doh, re, mi, soh and lah and high doh’ (pentatonic) as a melodic bordun in the style of Afghan music.  If there are no Orff instruments, have students create a vocal or melodic line either using vocalizations of 5 Arabic alphabet sounds in the BLM’s grade 1’s 8 beat rhythm sheet. If possible, use technology to support vocal repetition.  Use the Audacity app if available to record and repeat the sound clip of the vocalizations of the 5 Arabic alphabet sounds.
· Tambourine group-create a rhythmic ostinato using the “doum” “tec” rhythm of their choice.

Give groups time to practise their part using their composition as a group.

Perform as a class.  Choose a student from one of the groups to conduct and play as an ensemble by cueing one group at a time to create layers of texture.  The student conductor may change the dynamics by raising or lowering their arm or move their arms faster to increase the tempo as they saw the conductor direct the Afghan women’s orchestra on the video and other orchestra conductors that they have watched.
When all of us play together, we create “ texture” or layers of sounds that sounds unique. Our class piece is like an orchestra and this Afghan women’s orchestra with the other players are doing the same learning about each other’s culture through playing Classical orchestra and non-Classical orchestra instruments together. 
	Assessment for Learning:
· Assess student’s knowledge of texture by discussing layers of instruments sounds as a group





Assessment as Learning:

· Elements of music terminology (rhythm, timbre, etc.) are used  effectively to  represent the video  and classify quality of sound in Islamic cultures

· Use communication to express feelings of community and organise ideas



	Consolidation and Connection
• Helping students demonstrate what they have learned
• Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
	Assessment Connections
Growing Success, 2010

	Whole Class or Groups: Learning Experience including Structures/Instructional Strategies

Show again the culminating image AKM 218 musical gathering to review our discussion of why we make music together?  What is its purpose?
Have students reflect on performing together as a group/community.

Teacher prompts:

· How did it feel to come together and play and create using your instruments?
· Did you have any problems with your group while choosing your rhythms?  
· Are you a team? Could a group of music players be a team? Why? Why not?
· Is the Afghan women orchestra “Zohra” the same?  What is their goal?
· What can we do as Canadians to help this orchestra keep playing?  As a Canadian, we are free to perform music anywhere in Canada.  We need to appreciate our freedoms and support refugees from other countries to be free to perform music as a community.  In order to build a community or orchestra, what do these female conductors have to do?  They are 30 brave and courageous women who believe strongly in their passion to make music and they continue to practise and perform music.  They have plans to build more music schools for boys and girls who want to be musicians.  They are investing in arts and culture to improve the betterment of their people in their country. 

Teacher information: Read the Teacher Resource page 1 about the orchestra and watch the video of the press conference Davos 2017 –Press Conference with the Afghan Women’s Orchestra “Zohra” World Economic Forum, You Tube, April, 2017 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIg-Tgl8oZc&t=819s

This will help students have an understanding of the inception of this first national women’s orchestra and what their purpose is for their country: universal language of music is to help rebuild the Afghan music as a community, eliminate barriers, transform more Afghan children and youth as musicians and build their cultural identity after the war.  

Show article of http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/cndy/2012-01/14/content_14444949.htm
that show Afghan women playing sitars at the Kabul Music Academy in 2012.  It was the only music academy where students could learn to play traditional and classical orchestra instruments as part of a government initiative to relieve the pains of decades of war through music. Now there are more music schools for the students across their country.



Extended Learning Possibilities:

If possible, take a trip to the Aga Khan Museum and appreciate what Aga Khan is doing by being active by making innovations to culturally revive, promote and preserve the heritage of his people and its beauty as much as the Afghan women are trying to preserve their culture through music, learning their instruments and their love of making music as a community.	

Have a student “conduct” the class while the video of the Afghan women orchestra plays and cue the class to perform quietly on their instruments using their created ostinato.   The student “conductor” can choose which sections play and which sections rest, and when all should play together.

Go to another orchestra and review the etiquette of being a respectful audience member.

If students have questions about the clothing they see in the videos, discuss that the style of clothes reflect the different cultures/regions/ethnicities that people come from.  What the women are wearing is a firaq partug, which consists of three pieces. The chador (head scarf), firaq (upper garment), and the partug lower garment.). Sometimes we can tell where a person is from the type of clothing they wear.  For example, if you see a person in a kilt they probably come from Britain.

Further Resources:

Ashaela, Fatimah & Ibrahim (2014).  The Beauty of My Hijab. Create Space Independent Publishing Platform. 

Cohen, Miriam (2009).  Layla’s Head Scarf.  Star Bright Books.

Ibrahim, Yasmin (2010).  I Can Wear Hijab Anywhere.  The Islamic Foundation. 

Uddin-Mobin, Asma (2005).  My Name Is Bilal.  Pennsylvania: Boyd Mills Press, Inc.  


	Assessment of Learning:

· Ongoing conversations (small group and whole class) from teacher to student

· Observations and reflections that focus on providing valuable feedback over time.

· Student Self-Assessment and Reflection (star and a wish)






Assessment for Learning::

· Continuous monitoring to check for student understanding.

· A Star and A Wish
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