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The Afghan Women's Orchestra "Zohra" is the first all woman orchestra in the country after decades of war and civil strife. When you meet the founder and the two conductors, one understands what learning an instrument means for a girl in today's Kabul. Zarifa Adiba and Negin Khpolwak are the conductors of the Zohra Orchestra from the sAfghanistan National Institute of Music (ANIM).  Dr. Ahmad Sarmast, a musicologist is the founder of the Afghanistan National Institute of Music (ANIM) in Afghanistan.
The previous government of the Afghan society, the Taliban, deprived music of its voice during its regime government from 1996-2001.  When the civil war ended in 2014, the Afghan society was fully supportive of the Ministry of Education’s desire to help the ordinary people of Afghanistan to provide music for the children.  To create more music institutions for the young orphan children and youth, there are challenges.  The mentality of some family members that were brought up to resist music for entertainment sake is still resisting this movement of musicmaking.  But many of the Afghan people want to produce change.  They believe in the power of arts and culture and believe that they can change the perception of Afghanistan to the global world. They want to promote peace, to live in peace and be respectful to one another.  Many ethnic groups of Afghanistan are being represented in the orchestra and each musician want to support each other even if they belong to different ethnic groups. They want to live in peace and harmony.  Zohra means “Goddess of Music, arts, patience and love”.  The Afghan people will continue to start music institutes all over Afghanistan.  They have brought 40 artists to come together as an orchestra and bring hope to the Afghan people.  It is what “learning an instrument means for a girl in today’s Kabul and how art can provide hope for a war-torn country.”
Afghan Women’s Orchestra “Zohra” Launches Tour at World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2017 in Davos, YouTube, April, 2017,
https://www.weforum.org/press/2016/12/afghan-women-s-orchestra-zohra-launches-tour-at-world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2017-in-davos/

Davos 2017 - Press Conference with the Afghan Women's Orchestra "Zohra", YouTube, April, 2017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIg-Tgl8oZc

