[bookmark: _GoBack]Aga Khan Museum Extension Suggestions:
Music for a Purpose: The Music of Zurkhanech Martial Arts  
For further research or alternative exploration:
Highlight the story of Rostam and Sohrab, to trace tradition of wrestling in Iran.
· http://www.bl.uk/learning/cult/inside/shahnamestories/storyeight/sohrabdeath.html 
Zurkhaneh and the importance Shia and Sufi traditions.  Highlight the diverse interpretations of Islam and how this influences pluralism. 
· https://medium.com/@dforouznv/house-of-strength-the-history-and-traditions-of-the-zurkhaneh-4c41c58d569a 
Sufi influence and whirling.  See the examples below (AKM451, AKM00104)

AKM451 (Dervish sitting under Tree)
[image: ]
https://www.agakhanmuseum.org/collections/dervish-kneeling-landscape-eating-fruit
AKM00104 (Gathering of the Dervishes)
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https://i.pinimg.com/originals/eb/c0/d6/ebc0d6d60220226632b8ac5ba7495ae3.jpg




Special weapons were used by warriors as training tools in Zurkhaneh ritual.  For example, the bow was very important of the bow in Iranian culture. In the example below, an Indian King asks for help to defeat dragon. AKM80
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AKM92
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-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTHvXX-Qicw
Video highlights the various performance elements including fighting tools and whirling.

-AKM449 (Example of wrestling in Shahnameh.[image: ]

https://www.agakhanmuseum.org/collections/bahram-gur-wrestling-before-king-shangol-of-india 


 Rostam defeating the Divs (demons) is an important cultural story, and revolves around the marshal traditions.
AKM427
[image: https://www.agakhanmuseum.org/dataset-images/-fo3zsipz-1a9cdb88-0f6a-4f93-b1d6-d9c10439b449/AKM427_web.jpg/500]
https://www.agakhanmuseum.org/collections/rustam-kills-akvan-the-div 
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BAHRAM GUR KILLS A DRAGON
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BAHRAM GUR WRESTLING BEFORE
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