Composing from, for, with Nasta'liq calligraphy

This unit gives students a chance to interact with with artefacts of the Aga Khan Museum through composing music inspired by the calligraphy.  Students will learn about both traditional and modern takes on Nasta’liq script through the use of graphic scoring techniques of Canadian Composer R. Murray Schafer.  The lessons explore form, meaning, and creativity and culminate in students composing for Big Heech, an on-site sculpture by modern Iranian artist Parviz Tanavoli (ideally to be performed on-site during a school visit). 

Lesson 1 - Graphic Scoring
Using graphic scoring techniques of R. Murray Schafer and the creative process students compose to a line of Nasta-liq script from Fredowsi’s Book of Kings. 
Lesson 2 - Beautiful writing: Nasta’liq calligraphy 
	Students research and co-teach on history, culture, and aspects of Nasta’liq calligraphy.
Lesson 3 - On ceramics and Meaning 
Students use the creative process to explore the speaking of meaning to non-meaning by composing music inspired by images of calligraphy to two ceramic artefacts of the Aga Khan Museum
Lesson 4 - Big Heech: A modern take (Tanavoli): exploring form and losing meaning
Students critically analyse Tanavoli’s use, update of, and comment on Nasta’liq script with his sculpture Big Heech.  They then compose final pieces inspired by and performed at the sculpture outside the museum’s doors. 
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