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	Title:  Evolution of Stringed Instruments
Lesson #4
	Grade 9

AMS 1O, Strings

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Develop an understanding of how traditional stringed instruments (violin/viola/cello/bass) have evolved and how this has changed performance practice and how compositions have progressed throughout the years.


	1. Can students recognize what period a certain period stringed instrument?

2. Can students identify compositions written for certain eras of the instrument?

	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	B2.  Music and Society:  demonstrate an understanding of how traditional, commercial, and art music reflect the society in which they created and how they have affected communities or cultures;

B2.2.  Identify and describe ways in which traditional music reflects society in which it was created and how it has affected communities or cultures.

B2.3.  Identify and describe ways in which art music reflects the society which it was created and how it has affected that culture or community

C2.  Characteristics and Development of Music:  demonstrate an understanding of the history of some musical forms and of characteristics of types of music from around the world;

C2.2.  Identify and describe shared and unique characteristics of types of music 
	 (Unpacked Expectations)

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to

· Identify the changes and differences in stringed instruments.

· Understand the evolution of stringed instruments affects society and how composers write, and the type of audience that it attracts.



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Have a well developed standing of the instrument in which the student currently plays

Awareness of the Creative Process

Terminology

· Tafelmusik
· Period Instruments

· Modern Instruments
· Baroque Instruments
	Materials

Recording of a piece played by a modern orchestra (i.e. the Toronto Symphony Orchestra), and then the same piece played by a period orchestra (i.e. Tafelmusik Orchestra)

Chart Paper

Markers

Computer lab and Internet Access

Post-It Notes
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	Minds On                                          Approximately  40 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class:  Graffiti
· Play a recording of a composition performed by a symphony orchestra playing modern instruments, and then play the same piece performed by musicians playing on period instruments.  

· Put up two chart papers:  One titled period instruments, the other, modern instruments.

· Have students come up and write words or phrases that describe what they heard

· Discuss the similarities and differences of the two at the end of this process.

Placemat
· Divide students into groups of 3 or more

· Discuss the construction of the stringed instrument in which they currently play

· Analyze how their stringed instrument has evolved, including the changes that have been made, and how these changes have affected how composers write for the instrument, as well as the changing demands that this places on the performer

· Distribute chart paper, and have students write down these ideas in four corners of the paper, and then consolidate similar ideas in the middle of the paper in a circle
	Assessment for Learning (AfL)

Students will come up with vocabulary and sentences to describe the different sounds they will be hearing.

Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

Students will use the vocabulary and sentences they have come up with, and apply to comparing the differences amongst the different genres of music.

Students will have an opportunity to revise, review, and resubmit their work after feedback from their peers on their poster and concert programs

Differentiation (DI)

Students can have the option to present their poster and concert programs using traditional materials (paper, coloured markers, etc…) or by using a computer and computer assisted software

Hyperlinks in the Lesson

http://www.themonteverdiviolins.org/baroque-violin.html 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violin
http://www.tafelmusik.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baroque_orchestra
http://www.music.vt.edu/musicdictionary/appendix/instruments/Modinstrumentmain.html


	Action!                                               Approximately 40 minutes
	

	Independent Work

· Students take the ideas taken from their groups

· Choose a musical time period (i.e. baroque, classical, romantic)

· Research what their string instrument would look like, and how it would be played

· Design a poster to advertise these instruments that include accurate dimensions, capabilities

· Attach a program from that time period that would include pieces and composers that these instruments would be playing at this time. 
	

	Consolidation                                  Approximately  15 minutes
	

	Gallery

· Posters and concert programs are posted around the classroom

· Students make positive and constructive suggestions and comments on post-it notes on what they liked about their work

· Students will take the suggestions and comments from their peers to review and revise, and resubmit their final product. 
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