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Listening Lab 

Claude Debussy (1862-1918) 

Use this space to insert biographical notes 
NUAGES
A
1. 6/4  Motif #1:  6 note descending motif (notes from the whole tone scale) harmonized with alternating 5ths and 3rds 

      pp  (suggest movement without a strong sense of direction)

2. Oboe –descending fragment    D  C#  B

3. 4/4  Motif #2:  English horn, portion of octatonic scale, flute and horn echo (+3rd)

4. 1st violin (divided into 6 parts), woodwind: 7th chords pp;  timpani roll ppp

5. Motif #1: muted and divided strings pp

6. Muted strings: descending parallel 9th chords, dissonant

7. chordal string pattern built from a series of 5ths

8. Motif #2: English horn accompanied by muted strings (full triads oscillate with 7th chords)   tritone horn echo, p5 cello and bass echo
9. Motif #2 repeated: English horn accompanied by muted strings (full triads oscillate with 7th chords)   tritone horn echo, p5 cello and bass echo

10. Muted strings: oscillation of minor triads

11. Clarinet, bassoon:  unison melody;  viola, cello: accompaniment –from Motif #1
12. gradual rising sequence and crescendo as woodwinds take over Motif #1

13. Motif #2:  English horn accompanied by string parallel 7th chords and pizz. offbeats, muted horn echo

14. Motif #2 repeated:  English horn accompanied by string parallel 7th chords and pizz. offbeats, muted horn echo

15. thinning texture, English horn melody 6/4

16. Motif #1: oboes, viola melody 

B
17. Motif #3:  flute, harp pentatonic melody producing a bell-like effect (from Javanese Gamelan influence);  static string background as in Javanese gong and xylophone parts
18. muted horns, strings not muted, solo violin viola and cello with unison pentatonic melody

19. Motif #3 flute and harp melody; strings divided into 16 parts  with accompanying chords ppp

A’  

20. Motif #2: English horn solo accompanied by  clarinet, bassoon chords; horn echo, string tremolo pp
21. Motif #2: English horn solo accompanied by string tremolo/harmonics; horn, flute echo

22. English horn melody, timpani roll
23. fragments of Motif #1; tremolo

24. flute solo, horn echo, pizz. strings, timpani roll

Describe the harmony. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Write a whole tone scale.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an octatonic scale.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Create a major chord, a 7th chord and a 9th chord

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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