Teacher Resource 8
Compound Meters 

  

This is a sample worksheet that could be used for any simple or compound meter.  Students can keep this sheet in their performance folders where it can be used at several rehearsals. 

  

A compound meter is a time signature where each pulse breaks down into three equal parts.  The pulse of a compound meter is a dotted quarter.  
  

Compare 2/4 and 6/8 meters 

  

<insert 2/4 example illustrating how the pulse (quarter note) breaks down into two eighth notes> 

  

<insert 6/8 example illustrating how the pulse (dotted quarter note) breaks down into three eighth notes> 

  

Things to notice: 

  

1)     The pulse for 2/4, and 6/8 meters is the same- “1, 2”.  Therefore both of these meters are called “duple” (2 pulse/measure) meters. 

  

  

2)     How the pulse breaks down is what makes 2/4 a simple meter and 6/8 a compound meter. 

  

  

  

Practice With 6/8 Meters 

  

Clap/say and perform on your instrument the following 6/8 rhythms. 

  

<insert additional 6/8 examples for practice, include rhythms that are taken directly from the repertoire > 
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