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Teacher Resource 5
Elemental Choices and Musical Form

Let’s review the 7 Elements of Music:

	Element Name
	Definition

	Melody
	A series of notes in a sequence (horizontal)

	Rhythm
	The way the sound varies in time (time signature, beat)

	Harmony
	The accompaniment (vertical sequence)

	Dynamics
	Loud and soft a tone is made

	Texture
	Monophony (one melody), Homophony (one melody/one harmony), Polyphony (two melodies)

	Timbre
	The sound an instrument makes – tone quality

	Form
	What we’re going to find out


Now that we’ve got that under wraps, let’s talk about something relevant…the weather!

What’s the weather like today?_____________________.  Yesterday?_____________________

A week ago?________________________.  A month ago?______________________________

Tension:

Release:

Repetition:

Contrast:


Form – Definition:
The structure of a particular piece, how its parts are put together to make the whole.
Where do we see form in our everyday lives? Let’s look and listen to some examples:

Popular Music:

Music belonging to any of a number of musical styles that are accessible to the general public and mostly distributed commercially. Usually with a distinctive Verse followed by a Chorus, better known as Verse-Chorus
E.g., Contrasting: “Penny Lane” by the Beatles, “Foxy Lady” by Jimi Hendrix

      Simple: “Louis, Louis” by the Kingsmen & “La Bamba” by Ritchie Valens
Strophic Form:
repetition of one formal section or block played repeatedly. It may be considered AAA.  Most popular music considered Strophic

Binary Form:
a piece in binary form will be in two halves, equal in length. A section will begin in a certain key and end in a different one. B section will begin in the different key and end in the original. 
E.g., Mostly in the Baroque era.
AABA (32-bar form)
the musical structure of each chorus is made up of four eight-bar sections, in an AABA pattern. Moreover, within the chorus, the identical music is heard" more than once
A = Verse, B = Bridge

E.g., Simple: “Hey Jude” & “From Me To You” by the Beatles

      Compound: “Whole Lotta Love” by Led Zeppelin
Ternary
Ternary form is a three part structure. The first and third parts are identical, or very nearly identical, while the second part is sharply contrasting. For this reason, ternary form is often represented as ABA. The contrasting second section is often known as a trio.

E.g., Most Marches
Theme & Variation
Theme and variation is a musical form in which a theme is stated and then varied in a succession of statements

Round

A round or canon is another common musical form. A canon uses imitation--a melody is started at different times. A musical pattern re-enters at a new point... but it's clear that we're hearing the same musical pattern. “Row, Row Your Boat” is one of the most familiar rounds in our culture.
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