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	Title: Wacky Stormy Weather                                   Lesson # 6
Approx. 200 minutes
	Grade 3 Unit
 “Going Green”

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Rhythmic ostinati can be performed in metres of 2 and 3 and are performed with a steady beat.
Texture is created by layering beat and rhythm patterns in a variety of ways.

Graphic notation can represent sounds chosen for word substitution in a poem.

.
The Creative Process is a way to guide a composition project. 
Personal responses to music accurately use music vocabulary.
	What words can we take from a poem to make an interesting ostinato?  

What strategies can we use to accurately perform an ostinato with a poem?
What stage is the learning of the poem in the Creative Process?
In what ways can we layer beat and rhythm patterns to create texture?
How did the music just performed communicate to you?   


	Curriculum Expectations                                             

	C1 Creating and Performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music in a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music; 
C1.1 sing, in tune, unison songs, partner  songs and rounds, and/or play accompaniments from a wide variety of cultures, styles, and historical periods 
C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing, playing an instrument, and  moving C1.3 create compositions for a specific purpose and a familiar audience 
C2. Reflecting, Responding, and Analyzing: apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences;
C2.1 express personal responses to musical performances in a variety of ways 
	At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· create an interesting rhythmic ostinato and perform it accurately 
· explain how texture is created

· choose sounds to substitute for words in a poem and use my own signs to represent the sounds. 
· respond to and describe music I hear using correct music terms.


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Experience with:

ostinato patterns
beat and rhythm patterns;  time names/oral prompts (ta-a, ti-ti, rest {shh})

metre in 2’s and 3’s
Terminology

Ostinato
Metre

Verse and chorus

Texture

ABA Form

Word substitution

Body percussion
Beat

Rhythm pattern

(www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html)

	Materials

Access to computer, YouTube and projection screen
“COOL IT: The Global Cooling Song” by Raffi -  video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSn9KrK0peM
Lyrics, music score, mp3:
http://www.raffinews.com/educators/cool-it
Chart paper

Markers

Found sounds/instruments
On-pitched percussion instruments
Teacher Resource 7 “Rubric”.
Teacher Resource 5 “Thumbs Up Self Check



	Minds On                                          Approximately 20 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	COOL IT: The Global Cooling Song - Video by Raffi on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSn9KrK0peM
Watch the video of this song, keep the beat.
Teacher Prompt:  What important issue does Raffi sing about?  Describe his message.  How does Raffi communicate this message through the music; how does Raffi combine the elements of music in this piece?  Is this more powerful than simply speaking about the environment?  Why?  Why not? 
Discuss weather changes that Raffi describes.
Learn the chorus of the song:
chorus

Cool it, cool it, cool this planet down, cool it, cool it down;
Cool it, cool it, cool this planet down, cool it, cool it down.
Learn the rest of the song, and sing along with Raffi, or a cappella with the class.   http://www.raffinews.com/educators/cool-it  
This recording is with Canadian Environmentalist, David Suzuki!
Teacher Prompt:  How does it feel to sing this song?  Are you communicating a message?  What is the message?  What elements of music expression could we add that would help us to communicate the message?  e.g., dynamic levels, detached/smooth articulation, accents, body percussion accompaniment… 
	Assessment for Learning (AfL): Teacher Assessment – Observe students’ ability to keep the steady beat, and to describe how elements of music communicate a message.
Assessment as Learning (AaL): Teacher Assesses student reflections about the message of the song and their ability to express the message in their singing.



	Action!                                                   Approx. 90 minutes
	Assessment as Learning

 (AaL)Teacher assesses students’ understanding of and developing skill when applying the elements of beat, rhythm and ostinato
Checkpoint 4:

Students self assess their developing skills in performing more complex rhythm and

ostinato patterns with accuracy.



	Poem :  Wacky Weather
                 Wacky weather, stormy weather

      Signs of climate change

      Heat is rising, ice is melting,

      Cool it down and change

Accompany the poem by creating beat patterns on body percussion, found instruments or non-tuned percussion instruments.

e.g. stamp-patsch-clap-snap.  Have half the class chant the poem, and the other half perform the beat pattern.

Perform the poem in a variety of ways, e.g., chanting the words and clapping the rhythm.  Refer to Lesson #5 “Trees” for ideas.
Add ostinato patterns; e.g.  
Ostinato pattern #1                           

              4       I               I                           
                   4     Cool,  cool it  down! 
Ostinato pattern #2                           
                    4                             I                          
               Turn this world a-round!
Practice each ostinato by clapping the rhythm and chanting the text.
When students are performing the ostinati accurately, with a steady beat, perform one with the poem.  Create an introduction by performing the ostinato twice, then as it continues, add the chanting of the poem.   
Create another performance of the poem with both ostinati:

Introduction: ostinato #1 twice, add ostinato #2 twice, add the poem.  Coda: continue both ostinati twice, then cut ostinato #2; perform ostinato #1 twice more and end.

Teacher Prompts:   How effective was our performance?  Why?  What element of music describes this layering of rhythms?  Which stages in the Creative Process did we work through with this project?
Use the strategy Teacher Resource 5 “Thumbs Up Self Check” and have students indicate how they are doing when performing ostinati and a poem.  
Teacher Prompts:  Were you able to keep a steady beat all the way through the performance?  Did you perform the rhythms accurately?   

	

	Sound Substitution  
                        

               Wacky     weather,     stormy    weather


      Signs    of    climate    {change}

     Heat   is        rising,            ice  is   melting,

     Cool  it   down  and    {change}
Copy the poem on chart paper and use graphic notation to isolate certain key words.
Substitute a different body percussion for each of the words

Transfer to a variety of non-pitched percussion and found instruments

Internalize the poem while playing body percussion or instrument sounds on the key words.

Possible body percussion and non-pitched percussion choices:

            Word

Body Percussion

Non-pitched percussion


Wacky  

 clap          

claves/sticks


Stormy
 patsch    
bells

Signs

tap head     

tambourine

             {Change} 
stamp

drum


Rising

snap (up)

finger cymbal


             Melting

hollow clap

shaker

             Cool it
chest
woodblock 
Reflect on the effectiveness of the composition and the Creative Process using the strategy, Think/Pair/Share.
Teacher Prompts:  Which sound substitutions were the most effective?  Why?  Which would you change for another performance?  What is important when using the Creative Process to create a composition and performance?  What did every performer have to do to make the performance successful?
Create a Composition in ABA Form:
Create an composition in ABA form, e.g.,
A  -  Poem Wacky Weather with ostinato accompaniment 
B  -  Internalize poem using sound substitution, 1st with body 

        percussion, then using classroom and found instruments 

A  -  Poem Wacky Weather with ostinato accompaniment 
Practise, perform, give feedback, revise, practice, etc. using the Creative Process.  Give students opportunities to reflect on the composition and the process they used to create it.  

	Teacher Tip:  if this is a first experience with this kind of activity, begin by isolating fewer words
Differentiated Instruction:

Providing less challenging rhythm patterns addresses different levels of physical ability, readiness and interest.


	Consolidation                                             Approx.  90 minutes
	

	Culminating Performance Activity
Whole Class
Create an interesting 12 beat rhythm sentence using words from the Wacky Weather poem in the lesson: e.g.

   
4

4

Wac - ky,      stor-my,    melt-ing       ice 

make          change       ris-ing       heat 

green-house gas-es      cool          down

Small Groups    
Create a performance with this 12-beat rhythmic pattern in metre of 2, 4/4 time:  use ostinati previously created in this unit, or create new ostinati.  
Practise, perform, give feedback, revise, practice, perform…as outlined in the Creative Process.

Shift the 12 beat rhythm phrase into metre in 3, 3/4 time. Add rhythmic accompaniments following the same procedure as for metre in 2;

Practise, perform, give feedback, revise, practice, perform…as outlined in the Creative Process.

Teacher Tip:  Students should perform the rhythmic phrase in both metre in 2 and metre in 3 in order to complete the assessment task.
Develop the final rubric criteria with students. e.g.,  

· metre (2’s or 3’s) was clear; accents were on the correct beats;
· the 12-beat weather phrases was accompanied by beat and rhythmic accompaniments;
· beat was steady; and
· rhythms were accurate.
Celebrate the “Going Green” unit with a review of favourite songs, chants, etc.  Reflect with the students on their achievement of the learning goals
            
	Assessment of Learning:
Students are assessed on their understanding of metre in 2 and 3, the elements of beat and rhythm and their skill in reading stick notation with accompanying time-names.

Teacher Assessment:  observation using Teacher Resource 7 “Rubric”.
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