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	Title: Trees by 2’s and 3’s                                              Lesson # 5
 A Lesson on Metre in 2 and 3                     Approx. 120  minutes                                          
	Grade 3 Unit 
“Going Green”

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	A clear, in-tune singing voice can be developed by applying specific strategies.
The difference between metre in 2 and metre in 3 can be shown in a variety of ways.
Rhythmic patterns can be created with tree names in metres of 2 and 3.

	What strategies can we use to help us sing with a clear, in-tune voice?
How can using a strong pulse in our singing and rhythm activities help to demonstrate metre in 2 & 3?
How can we create an effective rhythmic pattern of 12 beats, based on tree names? 
How can we understand and demonstrate metre in either 2 or 3 using beat and rhythm?
In what ways can we use body percussion, non-pitched and found instruments to stress the accent in metres of 2 and 3?

	Curriculum Expectations

	C1. Creating and Performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music;

C1.1 sing, in tune, unison songs, partner  songs and rounds, and/or play accompaniments from a wide variety of cultures, styles, and historical periods; 
C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing, playing an instrument, and  moving; and 
C1.3 create compositions for a specific purpose and a familiar audience. 
C2.Reflecting, Responding and Analyzing: apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences;
C2.2 describe ways in which the elements of music are used in the music they perform,

listen to, and create.
	Learning Goals:

(Unpacked Expectations)

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· remember to sit tall and use my head voice when singing;
· explain and demonstrate the feel of music that moves in 2’s or in 3’s;

· create, read and perform a rhythmic pattern, applying the elements of beat and rhythm in metre of 2 and 3;

· apply the elements of beat and rhythm, using a variety of sound sources, to accompany a 12-beat rhythm phrase.

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Students will build on their knowledge of the elements of music and related musical concepts that were introduced in Grades 1 and 2. (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html)
Identifying and performing metres of 2 and  3;
reading stick notation and the corresponding  time names/oral prompts:  tika-ti, ti-tika,tika-tika, ta-ah, ta-ah-ah-(www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) 

Terminology                                  
Echo clap                                               

Patsch (laps) 
Accent
Beat  

Rhythmic  pattern                      
 
Round  or canon
Time-names/oral prompts: (tika-ti, ti-tika, tika-tika, ta-ah, ta-ah-ah)

Metre in 2 and 3

time signatures  2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 
(www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html)

	                                               Materials

“Scotland’s Burning”.  In Brooks, R; Kovacs, B, Trotter, 
     M. & Sunderland, D. (1982). Musicanada 3, 
     Toronto, ON: Holt, Rinehart & Winston. p.82; or: http://schools.utah.gov/curr/FineArt/Core_Curriculum/General/songbook/Scotland'sBurning.PDF
“Fire’s Burning”.  In Brooks, R; Kovacs, B, Trotter, 

     M. & Sunderland, D. (1982). Musicanada 3, 
     Toronto, ON: Holt, Rinehart & Winston. p.82; or:
http://ve7pmc.ca/girlguides/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=230:song-fires-burning&catid=50:songs&Itemid=75

Teacher Resource 4 “Rhythmic Patterns”
Teacher Resource 5 “Thumbs Up Self Check”  

Teacher Resource 6 “Tree Name Rhythmic  Patterns”.  
Chart paper

Markers
Non-pitched percussion and found instruments



	Minds On                                        Approximately  30 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Warm-up singing voices with several tone- matching patterns, and include low so (s,) e.g., s’-m; s’-l’-m; s’-m-r-d; r-m; s,-d

Echo clap rhythmic patterns in 4/4 time and then in 3/4 time, e.g., Teacher Resource 4 “Rhythmic Patterns”.
Review 2 songs learned earlier in the year. 
1. Scotland’s Burning, metre in 2.  Sing the song, accenting beat 1 and 3 by accompanying with a patsch-clap body percussion pattern, e.g.  
4

4        1               2            3             4

          >                             >
          patsch –   clap –    patsch  -  clap
2. Fire’s Burning , metre in 3.  Sing the song, accenting beat 1 by accompanying with a patsch-clap-clap body percussion pattern, e.g.,

3

4     1           2              3

          >
          patsch –  clap    -   clap

Have students indicate their level of understanding of metre in 2 and meter in 3 using the strategy, “Thumbs Up Self Check”, Teacher Resource 5.  Practise these skills until students are indicating “got it”!

	Assessment as Learning (AaL)
Through observation, teacher assesses students’ ability to perform beat patterns in 2 or 3 while singing a song.
Assessment for Learning (AfL) Students self-assess their ability to accurately perform beat patterns in 2 or 3 while singing a song, using the Teacher Resource 5 “Thumbs Up Self Check”. 
Differentiated Instruction:

Students keep a steady beat with non-pitched percussion instruments.
Assessment for Learning (AfL)

Through observation teacher assesses the readiness for a more complicated rhythmic pattern. 
Checkpoint # 3:
Students self- assess their ability to apply the elements of beat and rhythm in rhythmic patterns in metres of both 2 and 3


	Action!                                                                              Approximately 60 minutes
	

	Whole class - Thinking About Canadian Forests
Have students imagine a forest they have been in, and describe what they see.  

Teacher Prompts:  What do you hear?  What do you see?  How do you feel?

Brainstorm a list of trees that can be found in Canadian forests and lands, e.g., silver birch, maple, oak

Teacher Prompts:  

Have you seen artworks by Canadian artists that communicate the beauty of trees and forests?  e.g. “The Tangled Garden” by J.E.H. Macdonald.  

Do you know any songs that mention trees?  e.g. “Land of the Silver Birch”. 
Why is it important to be careful when lighting fires in forests? (danger of forest fires, forests are an important natural resource…) 

What important environmental project is helping to restore the number of trees in Canada?  (tree-planting:  students may be interested in researching how they can get involved).
Explain that students will be creating music with some of the tree names in their list.
Create a rhythmic pattern of 6 beats using two tree names: e.g.  Teacher Resource 6, “Tree Name Rhythmic patterns” 
Beats:

 1                   2                    3                  4              5                6               2                    3                    4           5    while singing a song, using the 















  
Sil-ver Birch  Sil-ver Birch  Sil-ver Birch  Oak      Sil-ver Birch  Oak    

Teacher Tip: Be sure that the rhythmic pattern of each tree name is different.
Perform Metre in 2’s - 2/4 time:  Divide the 12-beat pattern into groups of 2 beats; draw in barlines.  Explain that both 2/4 time and 4/4 time are examples of metre in 2’s, e.g. 
Rhythm:  
  1                   2                   1                   2              1                2
>                                        >                                   >
2

4 
Sil-ver Birch  Sil-ver Birch  Sil-ver Birch   Oak       Sil-ver Birch  Oak     
Beat/body percussion pattern:  

 >                                        >                                   > 
   1                   2                   1                   2              1                2

Patsch            clap                Patsch            clap       Patsch       clap   
OMIT The 1st  ACTIVITY #2. I CAN’T MAKE THE TEMPLATE WORK!!

Activity # 2 *
Create a rhythm sentence of 12 beats using different tree names – eg.


        Jap – an - ese   Ma – ple  Oak   Sil – ver  Birch    Ash   Pine   Ev – er – green    I  –  vy


              ti  - ti     taa     ti  -   ti     taa      ti  -  ti     taa        taa    taa     ti  -   ti     taa       taa   taa

Using Metre in 2’s: 

· Accompany the tree sentence in a variety of ways similar to those in Activity #1

1. Chant and keep the feeling of 2/4 metre by a patsch/clap pattern (be  sure to accent the patsch or accent);
                             2. Chant and patsch the beat or clap the rhythmic pattern;

              3. One group patsch the beat while the other clap the rhythmic pattern;

              4.Transfer this activity to refound instruments;

              5.Transfer the text to body percussion or refound instruments while   

    internalizing the text.

OMIT


	

	Perform the tree rhythmic pattern in a variety of ways;  

· Chant and keep the feeling of 2/4 metre using  the patsch/clap pattern, accenting beat 1.

· Clap the rhythmic pattern; say the time names (tika-ti tika ti..)
· Divide students into 2 groups; group 1 chants and performs the body percussion pattern; group 2 claps the rhythmic pattern; switch roles and practice until accurate.
· Transfer both the rhythmic pattern and the beat pattern to found  instruments (built in lesson #2).
· Internalize the text (“think” the words) and transfer the rhythm of the text to a variety of sound sources; body percussion (e.g., stamp, patsch, clap, snap…), non-pitched percussion  (e.g., claves, maracas, guiros) and found instruments (e.g., student created, pencils, desks...).
Perform Metre in 3’s – 3/4 time
Divide the 12-beat pattern into groups of 3 beats; draw in barlines.  Explain that 3/4 time is an example of metre in 3’s, e.g. 
Rhythm:  

  1                   2                   3                  1              2                 3

 >                                                             >
3

4 
Sil-ver Birch  Sil-ver Birch Sil-ver Birch    Oak     Sil-ver Birch  Oak     

Beat/body percussion pattern:  

 >                                                              > 
   1                   2                   3                    1               2                3

patsch            clap                clap           patsch        clap             clap
Perform the tree rhythmic pattern in a variety of ways by following the same process as outlined for metre in 2’s-2/4 time. 

Double the 6 beat rhythmic pattern to 12 beats, in both 4/4 time and 3/4 time, e.g. Teacher Resource 6 “Tree Name Rhythmic  Patterns”.  
Small Groups
Review the Creative Process followed for the previous whole group activity.

In groups of 4, students follow the Creative Process and create their own 12-beat rhythmic phrases with tree names, in 3/4 and 4/4.    
Accompany the new rhythmic patterns, following the same process as with metre in 2’s.
Have students assess and indicate their own understanding of metre of 2’s and 3’s with the strategy “Thumbs Up Self Check”  (Teacher 
Resource 5).


	

	Consolidation                          Approximately  60 minutes 
	

	Combine the 12 beat rhythm phrase from Activity 1 and 2 in a 2 part round using Metre in 2 e.g. Teacher Resource 6 “Tree Name Rhythmic  Patterns”  

· Perform each 12-beat rhythmic phrase; add beat/body percussion pattern.

· Perform in a round:  Divide the class into 2 groups.  Group 1 begins “Tree Pattern 1”. When Group 1 begins chanting Pattern 2, Group 2 begins Pattern 1. 

· Repeat with Metre in 3 patterns.

· Transfer the text of the rhythms to body percussion:  Internalize (“think”) the text; snap/clap/patsch/stamp the rhythm pattern without the words.

· Perform several times, varying the body percussion sounds, adding non-pitched percussion and found sounds
Repeat the process with the rhythmic patterns in metre of 3.  e.g. Teacher Resource 6 “Tree Name Rhythmic Patterns”.  

 Tip: Explore different ways to use the rhythmic patterns created in this lesson with different sound sources, different ways to create rounds.  

	Assessment of Learning (AoL)
Through teacher observation, assess students’ understanding of beat and rhythm and metre in 2 and 3.
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