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	Title:  Peaceful Waters                                 Lesson #  4
	Grade 3 Unit “Go Green”

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Melody, dynamics and timbre are elements of music that can contribute to creating a specific mood.
Instruments can be made from a variety of materials, creating unique timbres and different pitches.

Any sound sources can be used to compose music.
Personal responses to music can be expressed in a variety of ways.


	What mood do you feel when listening to a particular piece of music?   Why?

How does a composer use the elements of music, e.g., melody, dynamics, and timbre, to create a particular mood?

How can you use water glass instruments to create an interesting mood composition?

What sound choices would you make to create a composition for a specific mood?

How can you move your body to reflect the mood of the composition? 



	Curriculum Expectations

	C1. Creating and Performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music;

C1.2 apply the elements of music when playing an instrument  and moving 
C1.3 create compositions for a specific purpose. 

C2. Reflecting, Responding and Analyzing: apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences;
C2.1 express personal responses to musical performances in a variety of ways 

C2.2 describe ways in which the elements of music are used in the music they perform,

listen to, and create

	Learning Goals:

(Unpacked Expectations)
At the end of this lesson (student perspective)-- I can:
· explain how a composer uses timbre, tempo and dynamics to create a mood or specific effects.

· produce different pitches by changing the water level in glasses

.
· create an effective soundscape 
using found sounds and instruments.

· interpret the mood of a composition through movement.


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Knowledge of the elements of music and related musical concepts that were introduced in Grades 1 and 2.

Familiarity with the song            

Listen to the Water

Experience in and understanding of the elements of music: timbre, tempo, dynamics

Recognition by sight and sound the instruments in the string family.

Terminology

Mood

Pitch (high/low)

Timbre/ Tone colour

Legato (smooth)

Tempo (fast/slow)

Dynamics (soft/loud)

Glockenspiel

String family names, e.g. violin, viola, cello, double bass
Vibration


	Materials

Song Listen to the Water by Bob Schneider – widely available on the web or in Music Builders K, Berandol Music Ltd.
Listen To The Children - Bob Schneider and the Rainbow Kids - Deezer

http://www.deezer.com/en/music/bob-schneider-and-the-rainbow-kids/listen-to-the-children-139226# 

Thin water/wine glasses or thin glass containers (check that the glasses can produce the ‘rim’ sound) 

http://www.activitytv.com/743-make-singing-glass
http://www.nyphilkids.org/lab/make_alien.html
http://recipes.howstuffworks.com/food-facts/wine/question603.htm 

Water source

Glockenspiel, found (from Lesson #2) and classroom non[-pitched percussion instruments

Recording of Aquarium by Camille Saint-Saëns; http://www.naxosdirect.com/search/The+Aquarium+by+Saint+Saens
CD player

Feather duster (colourful) taken apart and/or scarves

 


	Minds On                                                   Approximately  30 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole class
Song-  Listen to the Water

Sing the familiar Bob Schneider action song, Listen to the Water, using proper singing techniques. 

Water Glass Instruments

Experiment making different pitches by adding varying amounts of water to water glasses. 

Explore ways to make a sound and different sound timbres;
1. Using a wet finger, trace the rim until sound occurs. (Children will need patience to create the vibration and make the sound but will be fascinated when it happens).

2. Strike the glass with mallets (wood or felt) or a finger flick to make a more defined ringing sound.

Discuss why pitch changes when the water level changes
(The more water in the glass, the lower the pitch).
Discuss what makes the sound. (glass vibrates)
Teacher Prompts:  How can we make a more consistent sound when circling the rim of the glass? (keep the same speed and pressure)

Listen to the Water with Water Glass Accompaniment.
Have a group of students accompany the singing of Listen to the Water using water glass instruments. 

As a class decide whether those playing will improvise as they play or whether they want to plan a more structured approach: e.g.  

1. Create the rim vibration before the song begins;

2. Add  the more defined ringing sound on certain words or for certain phrases;

3. Have a brief interlude between verses which might  involve different variations of rimming and striking;

4. Extend  the water glass accompaniment  after the song finishes


	Assessment for Learning

in Minds On:

Teacher Assessment – Observe and assess student singing techniques. 

Assessment as Learning

Opportunities in Minds On:

Teacher assesses student responses to why pitch changes with varying levels of water in water glasses.
Assessment as Learning
(AaL):

Teacher assesses, through observation and discussion, the degree of student understanding of techniques used to create a specific mood.  
Teacher Tip: view on-line Information on the how’s and why’s of making water glass instruments: 



	Action!                                                        Approximately 30 minutes
	

	Whole class 
Listen to Aquarium by Camille Saint-Saëns
Discuss whether any students have tried speaking or singing with their heads under water (bath tub, or pool/lake) and what it sounds like (muffled, far away, muted etc.).
Prepare the class for listening to this mood composition by identifying a purpose and focus for listening:

Teacher Prompt:  Listen for the tempo of the piece (fast/slow).  What dynamic levels and changes do you hear?  (loud/soft, crescendo/decrescendo)

After listening, have students respond using a Think/Pair/Share (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html) strategy:  In partners, students consider each question individually, then turn to the partner and share ideas.

Teacher Prompts;
What mood did you think the composer created? e.g., dreamy, glistening, shimmering, calm,…
How does Saint-Saëns create this mood? e.g. very smooth (legato) melody played by string instruments; effect of water rippling played by the piano
What did the rising pitch passages near the end of the piece make you think about?  e.g., sounds of bubbles rising or the movement  of a fish 
What instrument do you think was playing these passages?  e.g. glockenspiel

Perform with the orchestra and accompany the recording of Aquarium with water glass instruments.  Reflect on the effectiveness of playing with the recording of Aquarium.
Whole class 

By moving scarves or blowing feathers, have students respond to the music expressively.  

Teacher Prompt:  What mood was communicated to you through the music?   How did you move your scarf?  


	D I:- provide assistance to help children with physical disabilities to produce sound using the water instruments.


	Consolidation                                 Approximately 30 minutes
	

	Closing Activity – Whole class/small groups 

In small groups, students compose a short ‘mood’ composition, using water glass instruments, glockenspiels and other non-percussion and found instruments:
-Brainstorm  and post a list of  music elements and techniques to consider while creating the composition e.g., 

Form - a beginning, middle and end

Rhythm-a variety of rhythm patterns

pitch-vary pitch levels, high-low

timbre and texture-combine different instruments/sounds       expression- tempo, fast/slow/changing;  
dynamic levels, loud/soft/crescendo, decrescendo

-Post and describe the cycle for composition in the Creative Process (www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts.html); periodically have students ‘pause’;  give feedback about their composition and composing process; give each other feedback; continue to compose, revise, practice,…

Share performances and have students explain the reasons for their compositional choices. 

Reflection Word Whip: Students form a circle; each student thinks of one word or a phrase to express how they felt about the compositions or a new idea they learned about.  Begin the ‘Word Whip’ by modeling for the students, e.g., I was impressed with how many of the groups used dynamics effectively.  The student on the teacher’s right immediately shares his/her idea, and so on until you have ‘whipped’ all the way around the circle.


	Assessment as Learning:

Self, peer and teacher feedback to evaluate choices made to create an effective mood composition.
Teacher assesses students’ ability to create a specific mood in a composition and to describe how moods were created.
Link and Layer:

Cross Curricular Links with Visual Arts and Science (sound production
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