Financial Composition

A lesson for Grade 7 and 8

Financial Literacy and Music

	Connections to Financial Literacy

The following financial literacy knowledge and skills which will be addressed and assessed in this unit:
· personal financial planning such as budgeting, saving and investing;

· understanding the economy;

	Financial composition: Lesson two
	Grade 7 and 8


	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	The Arts – Music
1. Creating and performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, with a focus on the elements and techniques introduced in the intermediate division
1.1 sing and/or play, in tune, from musical notation, unison music in two or more parts from a variety of diverse cultures, styles, and historical periods.

1.2 apply the elements of music when sing/playing, composing, and arranging music, using them for specific effects and clear purposes

1.4 use the tools and techniques of musicianship in music performances effectively 
1.5 demonstrate an understanding of standard and other musical notation through performance and composition
2. Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences

2.3 identify and give examples of their strengths

and areas for improvement as composers,

musical performers, interpreters, and audience

members

Cross curricular connection for this unit can be found in:

Math and Language Ministry documents for this division
	At this end of this lesson, students will:

· create and perform a composition based on an Ostinato using graphic notation.  

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Students need to have a working knowledge of a variety of rhythms.
Students need to have a basic knowledge of how to create a rhythmic composition.


	Materials

Blackline master – Appendix B – completed by students from lesson one 

Blackline master – Appendix C – Coin Template (ostinato structure grid)
Appendix D: Financial Composition Rap (sample of ostinato for rap)

Blackline master – Appendix F – Composition Rubric

Blackline master – Appendix G – Performance Rubric
Selection of percussion instruments
**If you have the technology, this lesson could be created electronically using Finale (OSAPAC), Band in the Box (OSAPAC) or Garageband.
The Ostinato can also be recorded using Audacity (Freeware).


	Minds On                                                                                                                            ( Establishing a positive learning environment 

( Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences

( Setting the context for learning       
	Connections

Explicitly label:
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 Assessment for learning
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 Assessment as learning  
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  Assessment of learning 
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Explicitly identify planned differentiation of content, process, or product based on readiness, interest, or learning 

	Whole Class( Modeling and Guided Instruction: Making an ostinato

As students enter the room, have a recording of an ostinato playing (e.g. http://search-mp3.com/mp3/Ostinato.html&prmdo=1 has a number of ostinatos to choose from. The drum solo ostinato is a good example). The following questions are written on the board to focus listening and to lead in a follow up with the class orally: 
What do I hear? 
What do I like about what I hear? 
Can I find the beat? 
Can I clap along with a rhythm that I can hear? 
How does it make me feel? 
What do I find interesting about what I hear?
Students should review their written answers to these questions from the last lesson while they are listening and add to their answers throughout the discussion. Tell students that their composition will be used as background for a rap they will be writing in lesson three.

Hand out their Appendix B (B1) work from last the last lesson.
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These are the same questions used in lesson one using a different piece of music. This is to get their focus back on the ostinato and to quickly check for understanding. Do this quickly, do not take a great deal of time on this for this lesson, it is just to bring them back to what you were working during the last lesson.


	Action!                                                                          

( Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning 

( Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided > independent)
	

	Whole class( Modeling and Guided Instruction 

Each student created a 4 beat rhythm last class and chose a coin to represent their rhythm. Hand out one blank Appendix C (there are two options for appendix C, C and C1. Choose the one that best suits your class) to each group along with a copy of Appendix A. Each row in appendix C represents one person and their rhythm (see sample appendix C). They are now going to work together as a group to create an ostinato that can be used behind a rap. Percussion instruments can be brought in to replace body percussion from the last class.

In composition groups of 2 or 3 ( 

Each student is a row. By either drawing or cutting out the coins from appendix A, they have the ability to make the rhythms as complex or as simple as they wish. Students should practice and perform each change as they make their rhythms to ensure that they work. Give students time. This is an opportunity to work on their performance of their ostinato, while creating their composition. 

Whole Class ( perform Ostinato compositions: Two Stars and a Wish

Stop the class, have students sit together in their composition groups in a circle and allow each group to perform their composition for the class. As a class, share Two Stars and a Wish with each group. Give each group two positive pieces of feedback about their performance and one wish for improvement. This feedback can come from anyone in the class, not just from the teacher. Allow students to share and reflect on their performance and their composition. Give time for feedback from peers.

In composition groups of 2 or 3 (
Regroup and decide if any of the feedback that was given from the class should be used to revise or refine their work. Students make any final changes to their compositions and either write or glue down their coin graphics in the correct spaces for their composition.

Technology option: using Audacity or other voice recording tools, students can record themselves performing their ostinato and then use the recording of their ostinato for the final performance of their rap in lesson 3.
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 By using Appendix A cut up, they are able to move their rhythms around and find something that works before finalizing it.
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Allow for creative alterations to the format. For example; some students might want to add in beat boxing to their ostinato or make it more complex by mixing up rhythms across students. By allowing them this flexibility, they will utilize more elements of music in their composition.
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 When guiding students through this process, ask them to step back and listen to sections of their composition, to assess their sounds and make decisions based on the feedback of their group and peers.
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 Continue to assess students in the process of composition. Are they demonstrating an understanding of notation? Are they setting goals to improve their performances and giving each other positive feedback?

	Consolidation 

( Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
( Helping students demonstrate what they have learned
	

	Hand in the finished composition on Appendix C (C1) group composition sheet.
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  Assessment can be done of the composition handed in along with their performance of their ostinato. See appendix F and G for rubric.
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