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	Title: The Rhythm 

Around Us
	Lesson 5

Approx. 160 mins
	Grade 2 Music and 
Social Studies
We’re Goin’ to Ghana

	Critical Learning
	
	Guiding Questions

	Students create a rhythmic composition based on sounds or instruments found in a classroom, and develop a performance of their compositions applying their learning about the elements of music. Students reflect on their growth as performers and composers, and identify next steps for their learning. 

Teacher uses rubric (Teacher Resource 6 – Rubric) for evaluation, and students use self-reflection sheet (BLM #3 – Two Stars).
You can find a summary video of this lesson by clicking here.


	Can you compose a rhythmic phrase and perform it accurately? 

Which rhythms will work best in your rhythmic phrase?

Can you perform your rhythms accompanied by a steady beat?

	Curriculum Expectations
	Unpacked Expectations

	C1. Creating and Performing: apply The Creative Process (see pages 19–22) to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music;

      C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing,

playing an instrument, and moving;
      C1.3 create simple compositions for a specific

purpose and a familiar audience;
      C1.4 use the tools and techniques of musicianship in musical performances;
      C1.5 use symbols to represent sounds and sounds to represent musical symbols.
C2. Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply The Critical Analysis Process (see pages 23–28) to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences;

      C2.2 describe ways in which the elements of

music are used for different purposes in the music they perform, listen to, and create; and
      C2.3 identify and give examples of their strengths and areas for growth as musical performers.


	Learning Goals 

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say:  At the end of this lesson,  I can:
  

· create my own rhythmic composition;
· perform rhythms accurately;
· apply many of the elements of music (beat, rhythm, timbre, tempo, dynamics); and 

· reflect on my own learning and the learning of others.


	Instructional Components and Context
	

	Readiness

Students should have completed the previous 4 lessons to have enough background knowledge to be able to create an 8-beat rhythmic phrase, perform it accurately, make musical choices and apply them to their composition, and reflect on their learning.

Terminology

Rhythmic composition, rhythm, elements of music (beat, rhythm, timbre, tempo, dynamics)
(http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/
elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)
	Materials
Birkenshaw-Fleming, L.   (1996). An Orff Mosaic from Canada. Mainz: Schott. p. 180

Montgomery, A. P. (2002). Teaching Towards Musical Understanding: A Handbook for the Elementary Grades. Toronto: Prentice Hall. p. 198

Teacher Resource 1 –Obwisana

eight picture cards Teacher Resource 4 – Rhythm Sheets

rhythm card sheet 

BLM #1 – Rhythm Cards 

sample T-chart 

Teacher Resource 5 – T-Chart

blank score 

BLM #2 – Composition Template 

Two Stars and a Wish BLM #3 – Two Stars

rubric 

Teacher Resource 6 – Rubric
instruments if available scissors, glue, pencils, crayons (optional)


	Minds On                                                Approx. 20 min.
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class - Activating Prior Knowledge (Beat and Rhythm) 
Have students sing “Obwisana” alternating performances of beat and rhythm (Refer to lesson 1 - Beat and Rhythm) while singing. Repeat and vary the tempo.

Whole Class - Debriefing 
Teacher prompt: Turn to your elbow partner and describe the difference between beat and rhythm? What effects did the tempo changes have on how accurately you performed the beat or rhythm? How did the tempo changes affect the mood of this song?

Whole Class - Activating Prior Knowledge (Timbre)
Have students sing “Obwisana” alternating between performing the beat and the rhythm (Refer to Lesson 1 - Beat and Rhythm), using different timbres (sound qualities):

- performing the beat with body percussion (e.g. snap, pat, clap, stamp); 

- playing rhythm on non-pitched percussion instruments (e.g. maracas, triangle, wood block); and
- using found sounds - beat played on a table, rhythm played on the wall (Refer to Lesson 2 - Timbre).

Whole Class - Check for Understanding 
Teacher prompt: Which timbres worked best for playing the beat? For the rhythm? Why?

Whole Class - Activating Prior Knowledge (Syllabication and Rhythm Patterns)


Read and perform the model rhythmic chant (Refer to Lesson 3 - Rhythmic Patterns), identifying that each section is 8 beats long and that each syllable in a word corresponds to a sound in the rhythm.

Whole Class - Check for Understanding 
Teacher prompt: What are the ways that you and your partner could work together to make sure the beat and rhythm are performed accurately?


	
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Assessment for Learning (AfL) –  Check for Understanding

	Action!
	Approx. 40 mins.
	

	Whole Class - Composing an 8-Beat Rhythmic Phrase

For this activity, use Teacher Resource 4 - Rhythm Sheets (picture cards of sound sources with rhythm symbols)

Display the eight picture cards and have students identify the name of the sound source pictured on each card (e.g. shaker, drum, stomp, snap). From left to right, read and clap the syllables of the words (e.g. shak-er is two claps) of all eight cards (this is an 8-beat rhythmic phrase since each card is worth one beat). Perform the phrase again by clapping and saying the time names (ta, ti-ti, rest). Have students make the connection that ‘saying and clapping the syllables of the words’ is also the ‘rhythm’. 

Distribute eight picture cards to eight students and randomly place students in a line holding their cards (ensure that one student has a quarter rest card). Each student's card has a value of one beat, creating an 8-beat rhythmic phrase. As a class, beginning at the left side of the line, have students read and say the words on the card aloud while clapping the rhythm. Repeat the process with clapping the rhythm only. 


Have the class close their eyes while students in the line change their order. Invite class members then to open their eyes, and perform the newly-created rhythmic pattern (this will help students understand that it remains 8 beats long, and that the rhythmic pattern can change). Have class repeat the process of creating new rhythmic phrases to consolidate their understanding.

Teacher Prompt: Oral Feedback (Think-Pair-Share): (http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/pdf/Mod08_think_pair_share.pdf) Which rhythmic phrase did you think was more effective and why?

Whole Class - Co-Constructing Criteria
For this activity, use Teacher Resource 5 -T-Chart

Brainstorm with the class the criteria that will define an effective composition, e.g. 8 beats long. Write feedback on a T-chart outlining the criteria (what I need to show) and a description of what it will look and sound like.
	Assessment for Learning (AfL) –  Co-constructing criteria (T-chart) Teacher Resource 5 -T-Chart


	Consolidation
	Approx. 100 mins.
	

	Individually - Create a Rhythmic Composition 

For this activity, use: 

BLM #1 - Rhythm Cards

BLM #2 - Composition Template

Teacher Resource 5 -T-Chart

Have students create their own compositions with the picture cards. Give students a picture card sheet (BLM #1 – Rhythm Cards) and scissors to cut out the squares that they would like to use for their composition,  and a blank score (BLM #2 - Composition Template) on which they will compose their own individual rhythmic phrase. Students are welcome to share and trade cards with each other, in order to repeat a picture/rhythm. Students should refer to the T-chart (Teacher Resource 5 – T-Chart) for criteria to guide the process.

Refer to The Creative Process (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/
arts18b09curr.pdf p. 21 ), and have students prepare to perform (clap) the phrases they create, then revise and refine their compositions by re-arranging their picture cards, continuing until they are satisfied that their rhythmic phrase is effective. Check the composition before picture cards are glued and provide feedback, checking for accuracy in the number of beats, and ‘flow’ of the rhythmic composition.  
Teacher prompt:  Explain to me why you want your picture cards in this order?
Whole Group/Pairs/Individual - Inside/Outside Circle

Have students sit in an inside/outside circle formation. Students on the outside of the circle will have an opportunity to briefly explain how they used The Creative Process in creating their composition, and will perform their composition. Inside circle partner will repeat the same process.

Move the outside circle by 1 to the right. Switch compositions (rhythmic phrases). Read and perform their partner's composition and provide feedback (use the criteria chart as a guide for their comments).

Whole Group/Individual - Evaluation of ability to interpret the syllables and notation
Have students sit in alphabetical order in a circle (or the order of students in your class list). Have students say and clap a chant, e.g. :

Rhythm patterns all around,
We can play on any sound 

This will be chanted alternately with student performances of their compositions. Students in the circle will softly pat the beat while others perform their own compositions individually.

The class performance is in the pattern of: 

A chant  Rhythm patterns all around, We can play on any sound 
B student 1
A chant  Rhythm patterns all around, We can play on any sound
C student 2 
A chant  Rhythm patterns all around, We can play on any sound
D student 3
A chant  Rhythm patterns all around, We can play on any sound
E…..

Assess the students' performances for rhythmic accuracy, steady beat, and variety of rhythmic pattern. A sample rubric is provided (Teacher Resource 6 - Rubric).  
Pairs - Selecting Sound Sources
With a partner, choose two sound sources (e.g. found sounds, instrumental sounds, body percussion) and decide who will play which parts of the 8-beat rhythmic phrase from both scores. Have students practice, edit, and re-perform their new 16-beat composition one after another in succession (16 beats). Refer to The Creative Process diagram and identify where individual students are working through the process. Engage students to perform for their class, in small groups, for other classes, an assembly, administrators and office staff.

Individual - Ticket Out the Door (self assessment)

For this activity, use BLM #3 – Two Stars.
Have students reflect on their learning using "Two Stars and a Wish". Accommodation: Alternately, students could respond with pictures or orally, if writing will not accurately reflect their thoughts.

Next Steps: Invite students to further apply their knowledge of other elements of music to create new arrangements of their compositions (e.g. adding pitch (high and low), singing it to patterns of sol-mi-la, varying the tempo, dynamics, articulation, and/or texture).
	
Assessment for Learning (AfL) – Oral feedback.
Student self-assessment Teacher Resource 5 – T-Chart
Assessment for Learning (AfL) –  Peer assessment and feedback (Inside/Outside circle)

Assessment for Learning (AfL) –  Rubric to guide teacher evaluation of performances Teacher Resource 6 - Rubric
Assessment for Learning (AfL) –  Self-Assessment BLM #3 – Two Stars and a Wish
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