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	Title: Playing With The Beat
	        Lesson 1
Approx. 160 minutes
	Grade 2 Music and

Social Studies
We’re Goin’ to Ghana

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Students will be introduced to the song and game, “Obwisana”. Through performance, they will demonstrate the difference between beat and rhythm, recognize melodic contour, and describe the effect of tempo change. 
You can find a summary video of this lesson by clicking here.

	What is the difference between beat and rhythm?

What is the difference between the first and second phrases of this song?

How can we represent rhythm and melody?

	Curriculum Expectations
	Unpacked Expectations

	C1. Creating and Performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music;
     C1.1 sing unison songs in tune and/or play simple melodies and accompaniments for music from a wide variety of cultures, styles, and historical periods;
      C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing, playing an instrument, and moving; 

     C1.4 use the tools and techniques of musicianship in musical performances; and 

     C1.5 use symbols to represent sounds and sounds to represent musical symbols. 

C2. Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical; and    

     C2.1 express personal responses to musical performances in a variety of ways. 

C3. Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety of musical genres and styles from the past and present, and their social and/or community contexts;
     C3.1 identify reasons why people make music in their daily lives; and 

     C3.2 identify, through performing and/or listening, a variety of musical forms or pieces from different communities, times, and places.
	Learning Goals

Focus on Performing

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say:  At the end of this lesson,  I can:  

· Identify learning goal(s) with the class;
· Perform “Obwisana”, a song and game from Ghana;
· Recognize melodic contour using a melody map;
· Perform beat and rhythm accurately;
· Identify the difference between beat and rhythm;
· Represent (with sticks, cups etc.) patterns of long and short sounds and silence (rhythmic notation);
· Keep the steady beat while the tempo changed; and
· Explain why children play singing games.


	Instructional Components and Context
	

	Readiness

Are students able to demonstrate the difference between beat and rhythm? 

· Observation during rock passing game;
· Peer- and self-assessment with beat/rhythm sign; and
· Observation of students performing beat and rhythm.
Terminology

Beat, rhythm, melodic contour, tempo, melody, pitch, phrases, melody map, rhythm symbols
(http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/
arts18b09curr.pdf)

	Materials

Teacher Resource 1 – Obwisana

Teacher Resource 2 - Melody Map

Teacher Resource 3 (Rhythm/Beat Card)

Map of continent of Africa

Chart paper


	Minds On
	Approx. 15  mins.
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class – Activate Prior Knowledge (Brainstorm)

Sing “Obwisana” to students (Teacher Resource 1 - Obwisana). Have students listen to the words of the song and share with a partner  using Think-Pair-Share (http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/pdf/Mod08_think_pair_share.pdf) where they predict from where this song may have originated and why (all contributions should be accepted). Encourage students to explain their choices. Reveal that “Obwisana” is from the country Ghana on the continent of Africa (show on a map if possible).

Teacher Prompt: This song will introduce us to the life and culture of a student from Ghana.

Whole Class – Sharing Learning Goals

Post the learning goals for this unit on chart paper for display. Explain that this is what students will be learning during this unit, and that they will use these goals to check how they are doing in their learning.

Read the learning goals for this lesson together. Lead a discussion about the goals using questions such as:  Are there any words in the goals of which you don’t understand the meaning? Have you seen some of these words before? What are some music words that you recognize?
Observe students’ responses, and note students’ prior knowledge.


	Assessment for Learning (AfL) – Sharing and clarifying learning goals



	Action!
	Approx. 130 mins.
	

	Whole Class – “Obwisana” by rote (Echo Singing)

Repeat the song a few times inviting students to join in as they feel comfortable. 

Teach the melody of “Obwisana” by rote, having the students echo sing each phrase. 

Teacher Prompt:  How many different phrases (musical sentences) did you hear in this song? (2)

Whole Class – Melody and phrases

Have students follow the rise and fall of the pitches with their hands in the air. Give students enough time to determine that there are two slightly different phrases in “Obwisana”, and that sometimes the pitches go up, go down, or stay the same.

Use Teacher Resource 2 - Melody Map. Have students in pairs with the melody maps of the two phrases (each phrase should be on a separate piece of paper) and order the phrases as they sing the song again, following the melody maps with their fingers.

Listen to students’ conversations to determine who grasps the concept of melodic contour, and who needs further instruction. Ask questions to determine strengths and needs.

Teacher Prompt:  How are the phrases different? Turn to your elbow partner, and discuss what you noticed was different between the two phrases? (The pitch at the end of the first melodic phrase goes up while the second goes down)

Whole Class – Beat (The steady pulse of music)

Sing the song showing the beat on various parts of the body (shoulders, knees, clapping, tapping). Choose a slow tempo to prepare for the upcoming singing game. Develop a definition for beat (the steady pulse of the music).

Whole Class – Rhythm 

While singing the melody, have the students clap the words/rhythm as they sing, then develop a definition of rhythm (the combination of short and long sounds and silence). 

Whole Class – Beat and Rhythm

Ask students if they can explain the difference between beat and rhythm (they may remember from grade 1 music lessons). Tell students that they will be learning more about the difference between beat and rhythm through performing and creating. Refer to the learning goal posted in the classroom.)  

Using Teacher Resource 3 (Rhythm/Beat Card) have students sing and alternate between patsching the beat (heart) or clapping the rhythm (R) as the signs are changed by the teacher. Observe students’ ability to change from rhythm to beat when the sign is changed, first by the teacher, and later by student volunteers. 

Teacher Tip:  Model clapping the rhythm and tapping the beat with students as long as necessary.  For students who are struggling with the concept, stand in front of them, modelling the difference.

Whole Class - Rock Passing Game

With the class sitting in a circle “knee to knee”, students keep the beat in front of themselves moving their hand up and down. Practise this same motion while singing the song. Students should then practise this same motion moving their hand from the left knee to the right knee. Practice this same motion while singing the song (you may choose to select a small demonstration group of students as an exemplar).

Add one “rock” (plastic cup, paper cup, bean bag, rock) and practice passing it around the circle while singing and applying the same motion. The object is to move the object (beat) around the circle. Keep the tempo slow. Every student should continue to keep this left-to-right motion so that everyone can keep their focus and feel the beat. Begin to change the tempo of the singing, while continuing to keep the beat with the cups/rocks.  

Extend

When the class can pass the cups on the beat, extend this activity by:

· teacher gradually adding cups until each student is passing a cup;
· experimenting with faster tempi; and/or
· performing in small groups upon a signal, changing direction.  
Whole Class – Brainstorming Success Criteria

Begin to develop the success criteria for the culminating task. Engage students in thinking about the success criteria by asking:  “Did we keep the beat?"; "How you know that the beat was kept throughout the whole song?”  “What happened when the tempo changed?”  Record the brainstormed criteria on chart paper and post in a visible place. Criteria might include: it was performed with a steady beat; it was even; the spaces between the beats were the same; there are different rhythm patterns …

Tell students that they are going to be checking how well they are learning the posted goals using these criteria.
Whole Class -  Music in Our Daily Lives

Teacher Prompt: In Ghana, how do you imagine this song is used (how, when, where, why)? How is this the same or different from something you do at recess time?

(This is a traditional rock passing game from Ghana. One translation of “Obwisana” is “Oh grandma, I just hurt my finger on a rock!”.)
In pairs – Rhythmic Notation

Ask students to remember back to the definition developed for ‘rhythm’ (combinations of short and long sounds and silences). Provide students with straws, popsicle sticks or cups of two different sizes. Ask students in pairs to organize manipulatives to represent the long, short and silent sounds. Show the notation and help students connect their non-traditional notation to syllables such as “ti-ti” and “ta”. Check for accuracy: practice performing from the non-traditional notation, then the ‘real’ musical notation. Group 2 pairs of students together, perform for each other, and give feedback about the accuracy of the graphic notation.
Teacher Prompt: What different rhythmic patterns did you notice?
	Assessment for Learning (AfL) – Eliciting evidence of understanding; questioning (Teacher Resource 2)

Assessment for Learning (AfL)  –Clarifying learning goals (beat and rhythm)

Assessment for Learning (AfL)  – Eliciting evidence of understanding (Teacher Resource 3 - Rhythm/Beat Card)
Assessment for Learning (AfL)  – Eliciting evidence of understanding

Assessment for Learning (AfL)  – Identifying success criteria (brainstorming success criteria)

Assessment for Learning (AfL)  – Eliciting evidence of understanding (Rhythmic Notation)
Assessment for Learning (AfL) L – Self-, peer-, and teacher assessment of the accuracy of the graphic notation.

	Consolidation
	Approx. 15 mins.

	Provide each student a copy of Teacher Resource 3 (Rhythm/Beat Card). Teacher will sing the song, “Obwisana”, and model patsching the beat or clapping the rhythm. Have students turn the card to correctly identify which one is being performed (rhythm or beat). 

Teacher Prompt: When is the best time to change between rhythm and beat? (between phrases) “Why”
Have students then challenge each other by working in pairs to repeat the process modeled by the teacher. A variation of this activity would be to have the student with the sign signal when their partner changes from patsching the beat to clapping the rhythm. 

Teacher Tip: This activity provides an opportunity for the teacher to observe and assess students’ levels of understanding (beat and rhythm) using the checklist created earlier with the students. 

Next Steps:

Have students brainstorm some of the ways that they use music every day and some of the routines they follow throughout their day.

Students who are not yet able to keep a steady beat while performing rhythmic patterns may need the teacher to model patsching the beat in front of the student as a visual clue, or to softly play a drum so that the student may see and hear the playing of the beat.
Teachers should familiarize themselves with the Grade 2 Think Literacy Reading activity (Reacting to Reading: Drawing Conclusions I Read/I Think/Therefore) which can be found at www.omea.on.ca and plan how the learning from this lesson can support the reading activity in lesson 2.
	Assessment for Learning (AfL)  – Modeling the skills of self assessment

Assessment for Learning (AfL) – Peer assessment
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