Teacher Resource 2
THE GREAT DEBATE:

SACRED vs SECULAR CHORAL MUSIC,

A TRAVEL THROUGH TIME
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WHAT: Through debate, the class will learn about the evolution of sacred and secular choral music through the centuries. The class will be divided into twelve groups: a sacred and a secular side for each musical period. The sides and eras will be chosen randomly. Each group has to

· Research choral music from their period

· Have a thorough understanding of the musical characteristics of that period, both choral and instrumental

· Know at least three composers and their works that pertain to your argument

· Have recordings of at least three pieces that pertain to your argument that can be played as a means of defense for your argument

· Understand the social and cultural norms of that period in order to defend your argument

HOW: Your group will research and gather information that is relevant to your period. Be sure to only use reputable sources and keep a record on the page provided. You need to provide examples (recordings) that clearly support your argument; it is suggested that you start the recording at the relevant point in the piece and that you preface it with an introduction that states what the listeners will hear. 
You will be given five minutes to give your opening argument; this speech can be made by one or two members of your team. Once both sides have made their opening remarks, each team will have three minutes for rebuttal. The rest of the class will have ten minutes to ask questions of both sides, after which each class member will vote for a winner for each era.
WHEN: You will have three library periods to research your argument and one additional work period in class. Debates will be in chronological order and will begin on _______________ with two eras per class.

The Topic:
Sacred text(s) suit choral music more than secular text(s).

Sacred is FOR, secular is AGAINST
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