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	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Develop facility with the creative process when  recognizing  the elements of music as they apply to the swing style and understand through listening, how the manipulation of those elements contributes to the swing style. 

Develop facility with the creative process when performing in the swing style.
	1. What is the swing style? 

2. What are the key musical elements of the swing style? 

3. How are the elements of music manipulated when performing in  the swing style? 

	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	A1. The Creative Process: apply the stages of the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music and composing and/or arranging musc; 

A1.1 apply the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music 

A2. The Elements of Music: apply the elements of music when performing notated and improvised music and composing and/or arranging music; 

A2.1 apply the elements of music and related concepts appropriately and effectively when interpreting and performing notated music. 

A2.2 manipulate the elements of music and related concepts appropriately and effectively when improvising melodies in a variety of musical forms 

A3. Techniques and Technologies: use a variety of techniques and technological tools in a variety of applications relating to music.  

A3.1 demonstrate technical skills when performing increasingly complex notated and/or improvised music 

A3.3 use a variety of current technologies in various applications related to music, including composing, arranging, performing, and/or recording music 

C1. Theory and Terminology: demonstrate an understanding of music theory with respect to concepts of notation and the elements and other components of music, and use appropriate terminology relating to them; 

C1.1 extend their understanding of the elements and other components of music, particularly through practical application and aural recognition,and use appropriate terminology related to these elements 

C1.3 accurately reproduce, notate, or identify melodic, harmonic, and/or rhythmic examples 


	(Unpacked Expectations) 

At the end of this lesson I can: 

  

· use the critical analysis process when identifying  the musical elements of the swing style. 

·  perform in the swing style 



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness 

Artseco Creative Analysis Puzzle  

BLM 5 Jazz Music Elements checklist 


BLM 3 The Creative Process Checklist (Lesson 1)
Terminology 

  

Elements of Music:
Melody, harmony, rhythm, syncopation rhythm section, comping, voicing, walking bass line, articulation
	Materials 

  
Sound system 

Bob Mintzer Big Band - One O'clock Jump 

Bob Mintzer Big Band in New York 

Michael Buble 

Data Set for Swing 
BLM 5 Jazz Music Elements checklist 


BLM 6 Jazz Listening Sheets 


BLM 7 Red Light, Green Light for the Swing Style
BLM 8 Red Light Green Light Checklist
BLM 9 Generic Exit Card
Essential Jazz Rhythms for Jazz Ensemble (Swing Exercises)   
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	Minds On                                              Approximately 60 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class> Discussion 
Explicitly share the learning goals for the lesson, connecting concept formation to the elements of music as they are used in the swing style 

BLM 5 Jazz Music Elements checklist 


The Creative Process 


	 Assessment for Learning (AfL) 

 BLM 8 Red Light Green Light Checklist for Co Constructed Jazz Elements of Music 
Process Portolio 

Assessment as
 Learning (AaL) 
Concept Formation Activity for determining the Swing Style 

Process Portfolio 

   

Differentiation (DI) 
Results of Red Light/Green Light for  Co Constructed Jazz Elements of Music may indicate a need for either individual or group explicit instruction or support. 

Various forms of graphical organizers could be used to support the Anchor Charts, including a Word Wall.  

Quick Tip 

  

Of all the jazz genres, the swing style is probably the most challenging for young musicians to perform correctly. Included with this lesson you will find MP3 examples of each of the 8 swing exercises in Essential Rhythms for Jazz Ensemble performed “incorrectly” and the again “correctly”. A good way to approach the process is to play both examples for the students and to ask them what is different in the “correct” version. Additional information on the correct performance of the swing style can be found in Chapter 7 (Phrasing, Articulations and Dynamics) of The Jazz Educator’s Handbook (Jarvis and Beach). 

Resource Links 
Essential Rhythms for Jazz Ensemble 

The Jazz Educator's Handbook 

 Anchor Charts 

Learning Goals 

Exit Cards 

Mind Map 



	Action!                                                Approximately 120 minutes 
	

	Whole Class>Concept Formation 

Students complete an exercise in concept formation  Listen to a number of musical examples of the swing style.  

· What does this music make you think of? 

· Explain how the composer manipulated the elements to create the style? 

· Can you explain what the composer was trying to create using this style of music? 

· Do you think the composer was successful? 

Students list recordings and information on their Jazz Listening sheets (BLM 6 Jazz Listening Sheets) and include them in their Process Portfolio. 

Whole Class > Graffiti Exercise 

Lead a Graffiti (Teacher Resource 4) exercise asking students to list elements of music that contribute to the definition of the swing style. Post sheet of mural paper at the front of the room. Students list their elements, observe the entries of their peers, and continue to add comments and entries. Post Anchor Chart for review and reflection.          

Whole Class > Activity   

Students explore the unique swing elements of the rhythm section and recreate rhythmically those elements as they act as the different instruments of the rhythm section (drum set, guitar, piano, bass). Some students can be the bass, some the HH, some the ride cymbal etc. They can clap or sing the sounds to various swing tempos 

Whole Class > Performing   

Using Essential Rhythms for Jazz Ensemble, students work on performing the swing style rhythms focusing on the correct articulations, phrasing, etc. Students include copies of their music in their process portfolio. 

	

	Consolidation                                      Approximately 30 minutes
	

	BLM 7 Red Light, Green Light for the Swing Style.
Exit Cards - Students demonstrate understanding and facility with the chord progression and scales using exit cards. A sample Exit Card (BLM 9 Generic Exit Card) is provided that can be adapted to the specific lesson. 

  

Process Portfolio - Provide guiding questions to check for understanding of the concepts. 

  

BLM 3 The Creative Process Checklist (Lesson 1) for understanding. 
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