BLM 6
Name: ______________________________ 

  

Instrument: __________________________ 

  

Common Modes Used in Improvisation 

  

  

The Aeolian Mode – Black Orpheus: This mode is also known as the natural minor scale and works well over minor 7th chords (eg: Am7, Dm7) 

  

1.    Write the concert C major scale using the appropriate clef and transposition for your instrument. Be sure to use the correct key signature. Name the scale and number the notes 1 through 8. 

  

Scale name: ___________________________ 
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2.    Write the Aeolian mode that corresponds to the above major scale (scale begins on the 6th note). Be sure to use the correct key signature. Name the scale accordingly. 

  

Scale name: ____________________________ 
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The Dorian Mode – Impressions: This mode is also used a great deal over minor 7th chords. 

  

1.    Write the concert C major scale using the appropriate clef and transposition for your instrument. Be sure to use the correct key signature. Name the scale and number the notes 1 through 8. 

  

Scale name: _______________________________ 
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2.    Write the Dorian scale that corresponds to the above major scale (scale begins on the 2nd note). Be sure to use the correct key signature. Name the scale accordingly. 
  

Scale name: _______________________________ 
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3.    Write the concert Db major scale using the appropriate clef and transposition for your instrument. Be sure to use the correct key signature. Name the scale and number the notes 1 through 8. 

  

Scale name: _______________________________ 
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4.    Write the Dorian scale that corresponds to the above major scale (scale begins on the 2nd note). Be sure to use the correct key signature. Name the scale accordingly. 
  

Scale name: _______________________________ 
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Ionian (Major), Aeolian and Mixolydian Modes – Dear Old Stockholm: Ionian or major scales are often used over major 7th chords (FMaj7), while mixolydian chords work well of dominant 7th chords (C7). 

  

1.    Write the concert F major scale using the appropriate clef and transposition for your instrument. Be sure to use the correct key signature. Name the scale and number the notes 1 through 8. 

  

Scale name: ________________________________ 
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2.    Write the Aeolian mode that corresponds to the above major scale (scale begins on the 6th note). Be sure to use the correct key signature. Name the scale accordingly. 

  

Scale name: __________________________________ 
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3.    Write the Mixolydian mode that corresponds to the above major scale (scale begins on the 5th note). Be sure to use the correct key signature. Name the scale accordingly. 

  

Scale name: __________________________________ 
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