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	Title:  Listening to Film                      
Lesson #1
	Grade 11

AMC 3M, Music For Creating

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Students will use the stages of the critical analysis process to deconstruct compositions used in film.  
Students will explore the functions of music and the connection with visual images.
	1. What emotions do the images evoke?
2. What grabs your attention?
3. What stands out for you?
4. How does the work evoke feelings?
5. In experimenting with sound and connecting it with images, what works and why?

	Curriculum Expectations

	A1. The Creative Process: apply the stages of the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;

A1.1 apply the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music

A3. Techniques and Technologies: use a variety of techniques and technological tools in a variety of applications related to music
A3.3 use a variety of current technologies in various applications related to music, including composing, arranging, performing, and/or recording music.

B1. The Critical Analysis Process: use the critical analysis process when responding to, analysing, reflecting on, and interpreting music;

B1.1 deconstruct the elements and other components in musical works through score study and purposeful listening 

B1.2 listen in a purposeful way to selections from a wide variety of musical styles and genres, and analyse and reflect on their responses to and interpretation of them

B1.3 analyse and assess the effectiveness of, music from a variety of styles and genres and in various performance modes with increasing insight and assess

B2. Music and Society: demonstrate an understanding of the role and impact of  traditional, commercial, and art music within various communities and cultures;

B2.3 explain the role of traditional, commercial, and/or art music in various communities or cultures

	Learning Goals

(Unpacked Expectations)

At the end of this lesson, I can:
· identify the relationship between action and musical gesture as they are used in film.  


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Group norms for working collaboratively on an improvisation
Working knowledge of the elements of music

Terminology

Musical gesture
	Materials

Excerpts of Film
Sound clips from sound tracks
Sound clips of 3 contrasting styles

Audio technology (Cd player, Ipod dock)

Digital technology (Dvd player)

BLM 1 Film worksheet 

BLM 2 Group Improvisation 
BLM 3 Matching Images

Movie composers
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	Minds On                                         Approximately 15 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class – Discussion
4 corners strategy – use the following statement for discussion.
“Film without music is an empty shell” – agree/disagree 

Move to one of the corners in the room.  One corner is for people who strongly agree, one corner for people who strongly disagree, one for people who somewhat agree, and one for people who somewhat disagree with the statement.  Discuss the reason for your choice with the group of people in the corner.  State your conclusions of your group to the class.
Learning Goal: At the end of this lesson, students will be able to identify the relationship between action and musical gesture as they are used in film.  
Brainstorm:  Teacher Prompts
“What did you see on TV last night?”
“What are the box office hits from the movies this past weekend?” 
“Do you remember any of the music from the show/movie?”
“What music do you remember from a film?” 
“Have you listened to a soundtrack from a movie?”
“What images do you get from this music?” (eg. Star Wars, sports theme,)
“What aspects of music should be represented in a film score?”

 Create a word wall to be used later in the lesson.
(eg. Suspense, tension, mood, timing, surprise, etc.)

	Corners strategy
Word Wall
Assessment as Learning (AaL) – students will explore various applications of sound structures and assess their effectiveness in matching the action of the film. 

Assessment for learning (AfL)– critical analysis of improvisations, reflections on the decisions made during the improvisation

	Action!                                            Approximately 75 minutes
	

	Group Activity
1. Students will view a film excerpt with the sound turned off.

http://creativecommons.org/videos/building-on-the-past
2.Teacher directed discussion:  
Teacher Prompts
“How does the director interpret the dramatic information and focus our attention through the use of the lens?”
“How does the director manipulate the image through the use of camera angles, lighting, perspective?”
“What are your emotional reactions to what you are seeing?” 
“What are your predictions of what has happened and what will happen?” 
“Predict the sort of music that would enhance the action.”
3. Listen to 3 contrasting kinds of music to accompany the film i.e. humourous, suspenseful, serious, romantic. 
Track 1
Track 2
Track 3
“How does each piece of music affect your impression of the film?”
“How does hearing each style of music compare with your impression of the visual without music?”  BLM 1 Film Worksheet
Small Group Activity

4. Low stress improvisation exercise - small group improvisation using found instruments, own instruments

Improvise a composition responding to a projected version of the film excerpt.

5. Collate ideas of decisions made by the group during the improvisation as you reflect on what happened in the improvisation. BLM 2 Group Improvisation

Whole Group Activity

6. Listen to the actual music that was used for the film.  What aspects of music are reflected by the decisions made by the director and composer? (character, atmosphere, timing, suspense, surprise) 

	

	Consolidation                                Approximately 15 minutes
	

	Independent work:

1. Watch a video or read an article on an interview with a Film Score Composer. 
2. Match given pictures with colourful or action words BLM 3 Matching Images


	


2
Grade 11 University/College Vocal Music AMC-3M Creativity Lesson 1

Ontario Music Educators’ Association www.omea.on.ca
1
Grade 11 University/College Music For Creating AMC-3M Lesson 1

Ontario Music Educators’ Association www.omea.on.ca

