	Overview  GO ELEMENTAL  Grade 6


	This is a series of lessons that uses the concept of Theme and Variations to highlight the use of musical elements when creating compositions.  Students will become familiar with the creative process and the importance of descriptive feedback. 
Although this is a unit about musical composition, there is minimal reference to standard notation. Instead, students will be asked to create visual/graphic representations of their work. However, experienced music teachers may choose to add lessons on standard notation, especially if there are pitched instruments available for the students’ use.

This unit creates cross curricular links to grade six language, visual arts and social studies curriculum, with possible extensions to drama and dance. 

The lessons/activities can be distributed throughout the year, or done in strict sequence, as a composition unit.
	Summary:

The unit begins with two lessons that have use rhythms, sounds and meanings from given text as the inspiration for musical compositions. In these lessons, students use various elements of music to create compositions from names, poems, chants and stories. 
Lesson 3 introduces the concept of Theme and Variations. As they listen to different examples of Theme and Variation, students need to identify and explain musical elements change to create different effects. 

In Lesson 4, 5 and 6, students evolve from whole class to small group compositions, as they become more fluent manipulating the elements of music. Throughout the unit, awareness of the creative process and the importance of descriptive feedback becomes integral to their work.

By the end of the unit, it is expected that students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the Creative Process, and the ability to give and receive descriptive feedback when working in small groups or the class as a whole.  Students will also demonstrate the ability to manipulate  the various elements of music, and an understanding of the effects this can have on the meaning and mood of a composition. Students should also be able to demonstrate their knowledge of the Theme and Variation form.



	Lesson 1
How is the creative process being used to develop our composition?
How has descriptive feedback been included in the creative process?
Lesson  2
How can we use the elements of music in our composition to communicate the mood of and meaning of the text?
How do we decide which words or phrases from a particular text are most suited for musical expression?
Lesson 3

What effect did changing the elements (meter, major/minor, tempo, dynamics, texture, timbre) have on the music?

Lesson 4
How can we use the elements of music in our composition to communicate different moods and meanings?
How can I show my musical ideas through pictures or symbols for others to understand?

Lesson 5

How can we manipulate the elements of music in our composition to change its mood and meaning?
How can we give feedback that will be helpful in developing an effective composition?
Lesson 6

How does the criteria we have set out for our composition help us to focus during our final rehearsals?

What feedback have we been given so far that will help us to make our performance better?

	

	Assessment and Evaluation: How will students demonstrate their learning?

	Assessment of Learning:

	Culminating Performance Activity
Group creation and performance of a Theme and Variations.

Peer assessment based on Class Generated Rubric “We Will Totally ROCK U”

Self assessment using “Dear Me” letter

	Assessment for Learning
	Four Checkpoints and a Rubric

Check Point # 1/Lesson 2
Use of co-constructed criteria. 

Use of Descriptive Feedback Chart.

Check Point #2/ Lesson 3
“Elementary My Dear Watson” listening assessment that students individually complete.

Check Point #3/ Lesson 4
Teacher feedback 

Peer feedback- Two Stars and a Wish

Visual Representation of compositions

Check Point #4/ Lesson 5

Visual Representation of specific musical form

Co constructed Rubric

Chart of specific element changes in compositions 

Final Assessment/Lesson 6
Final Performance of composed Theme and Variations
Self evaluation – (“Dear Me” letters)

Peer evaluation- (based on co constructed rubric “We Will Totally ROCK U”)


	Unit Lessons: How will assessment and instruction be organized for learning?
	Approx.

Duration

1 class 
= 

30 minutes

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1 – What’s in a Name?

             After discussions and games involving names, students explore musical possibilities using their names as the basis for composition. Students are asked to consider six main elements of music (tempo, rhythm, dynamics, texture, timbre and melody) as they brainstorm ideas. The lesson includes a link to an mp3 of a beat track that students can use as a back drop for their creation, and several other links to supporting materials. Students are introduced to the concept that creative work involves a process, and central to the process is continuous descriptive feedback. 
	5 classes

	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2 – Mixing it UP!

             A review of the elements of music is done through a “Sorting Hat” activity. Students are then exposed to a variety of stories and poems from or about aboriginal cultures, and asked to compose short text pieces from evocative words and phrases. They are then asked to create musical compositions with these new texts as their inspiration. The lesson includes links to stories about aboriginal cultures, an mp3 of a  World Roots drumming track, a sample of a co constructed criteria chart and BLMs that again support the lesson content.  During this lesson, students further develop understanding of the creative process, as they continue to identify the different stages. 
	 6 classes

	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3 – Elementary, my dear Watson!

             Students are introduced  to the Theme and Variation form, through various entertaining YouTube renditions of “Jingle Bells”. While watching and listening to different versions of the song, the students are challenged to be “detectives” and discover the changing elements in each new variation. The lesson also includes original mp3s of different variations of “Are You Sleeping” for student assessment.  Teacher Answer Sheets for Jingle Bells and Are You Sleeping, are included to make the teacher’s life easier.


	4 classes

	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4 – Pump Up the Volume...or NOT!

             An engaging call and response rendition of BoomChickaBoom starts the creative juices flowing as students then brainstorm ideas for a new Theme. Three variations are then created, by playing a game to randomly pick which elements to change. After the variations are decided on, rehearsed, and recorded on a chart, students are then challenged to create visual representations of this class composition. Throughout the lesson, students are again asked to be aware of at which part of the creative process they are working. They are also asked to give peer descriptive feedback on their  visual representations.
	5 classes

	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5 – Changing It Up!

             A visual arts activity using manipulatives expands the students’ understanding of Theme and Variation. Using previous compositions from lessons 1 or 2  for their Theme, small groups create a set of Variations. In this lesson, students are again required to co-construct criteria, this time in the form of a rubric, from which they can then provide descriptive feedback for self and peer assessment. Groups are paired off in order to show their work and gather feedback for further improvements. This lesson includes a sample of a co-constructed rubric, and makes use of the mp3s from lessons 1 and 2.
	4 classes

	Lesson 6
	Lesson 6 – We Will Totally ROCK U!

             After reviewing the Creative Process, small groups prepare and present their very own Theme and Variation Compositions. These performances could also be presented to the larger community (parents, other classes etc ). Students give peer feedback and create booklets (portfolios) that include: a visual representation of their composition, written copies of peer feedback “We Will Totally Rock U” , a self evaluation “Dear Me” letter, and a Chart describing the element changes in each variation. These portfolios provide an excellent opportunity to archive the activities and learning of this unit. 
	4-5

classes
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