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HISTORICAL CONTEXT




In 1863 the Emancipation Proclamation freed all people who were enslaved in the United States. Though this Proclamation had no real power in the southern states during the Civil War, psychologically it did free the slaves in the South.

One hundred years later, in the 1960's, many Americans of African descent did not have the right to sit in the front of the bus or theatre. Schools were segregated. The right to vote was withheld through a literacy test and poll tax. Water fountains and entrances to buildings were also segregated.  
The Civil Rights movement took hold in the early 1960's when many of these issues were addressed. Rosa Parks refused to ride in the back of the bus where she would have had to stand. Schools in Alabama were integrated with the help of the National Guard while George Wallace, the governor of Alabama, stood by in protest. Separate entrances and water fountains were eliminated. Literacy tests and poll taxes no longer kept people from being able to vote.

Martin Luther King, in many ways, became the spokesperson for these changes. With his passion and his oration, he moved the population toward change. The song, "We Shall Overcome", became the music that represented this change. It was sung by many different folk singers in many different settings. Over time, it has also become the song to help us through difficult times.  

In 2010, “We Shall Overcome” was heard at the Haiti earthquake relief concerts.
*****************************************************************************
"Siyahamba" (“We are Marching in the Light of God”) is thought to have been composed by Andries van Tonder in the 1950`s. It is a South African song that was originally sung in Afrikaans. It is most commonly sung in Zulu today. During the apartheid era in South Africa, where the minority white population dominated the majority black population, it became the song representing the need for change, for freedom, "We are Marching in the Light of God." A single theme of rising above impossible conditions is the power of both songs.
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