Financial Composition

A lesson for Grade 7 and 8

Financial Literacy and Music

	Connections to Financial Literacy

The following financial literacy knowledge and skills which will be addressed and assessed in this unit:
· personal financial planning such as budgeting, saving and investing;

· understanding the economy;

	Financial composition: Lesson one 
	Grade 7 and 8


	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	The Arts – Music
1. Creating and performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, with a focus on the elements and techniques introduced in the intermediate division
1.1 sing and/or play, in tune, from musical notation, unison music in two or more parts from a variety of diverse cultures, styles, and historical periods.

1.2 apply the elements of music when sing/playing, composing, and arranging music, using them for specific effects and clear purposes

1.4 use the tools and techniques of musicianship in music performances effectively 
1.5 demonstrate an understanding of standard and other musical notation through performance and composition
2. Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences

2.3 identify and give examples of their strengths

and areas for improvement as composers,

musical performers, interpreters, and audience

members

Cross curricular connection for this unit can be found in:

Math and Language Ministry documents for this division
	At the end of this lesson, students will:

· create and perform a simple ostinato.

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

· Students need to have a working knowledge of a variety of rhythms

· Students need to have a basic knowledge of how to create a rhythmic composition

Terminology

Ostinato
	Materials

Blackline master – Appendix A – Coin Template
Blackline master – Appendix B – Which Money Values    Represents Which Note Value (money values = rhythm) 
Appendix D: Financial Composition Rap (sample of ostinato for rap)

Red, yellow and green dot stickers, or use a red, yellow and green marker to create a dot for the consolidation activity.



	Minds On                                                                                                                            ( Establishing a positive learning environment 

( Connecting to prior learning and/or experiences

( Setting the context for learning      

	Connections

Explicitly label:
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 Assessment for learning
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 Assessment as learning  
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  Assessment of learning 
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Explicitly identify planned differentiation of content, process, or product based on readiness, interest, or learning 

	Whole Class( Modeling and Guided Instruction: Making an ostinato

As students enter the room, have a recording of a rhythmic ostinato playing (see appendix D). The following questions are written on the board to focus listening and to lead in a follow up with the class orally: 
What do I hear? 
What do I like about what I hear? 
Can I find the beat? 
Can I clap along with a rhythm that I can hear? 
How does it make me feel? 
What do I find interesting about what I hear?
Students should write down their answers to the questions while they are listening and add to their answers throughout the discussion.
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This is a chance for you to check on what do your students already know about rhythm. Looking at their written answers to the questions will also give insight into what they understand about an ostinato pattern.
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Writing down the answers will give students the think time to organize their thoughts and be able to add to the class discussion.

	Action!                                                                          

( Introducing new learning or extending/reinforcing prior learning 

( Providing opportunities for practice and application of learning (guided > independent)
	

	Whole Class( Modeling and Guided Instruction: Making an ostinato
Students pick a sound to work with, either using body or percussion instruments.

Teacher counts the beat and students play their sound in a rhythmical way. Remind students that less sound in a controlled manner is better (e.g. my sound is clapping; I clap on the second and fourth beats creating the following pattern:  [image: image7.png]
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). 
Each student will create their own 4 beat rhythm to repeat. As a class make a decision on the final sound that will end your ostinato pattern (e.g.  a specific instrument as in sample [Appendix D], or a final stomp all together).
Perform all patterns together as a larger group. Split class in half and have one half perform their patterns for the other half. Give each half a chance to perform.
Small group( Guided Instruction

Place students in groups of 2 or 3. This will be their composition group. Students are given time to adjust their patterns while in this group and create an ostinato pattern together that can be repeated. Give students the opportunity to change and create patterns. Students then perform these patterns for the class to share their work.
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 If you have students that will lose interest or have difficulty when clapping or snapping, give them a small percussion instrument to create a sound on.
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 While students are working on their ostinato patterns, walk around and assess the process students are going through to create their rhythmic patterns. Are they able to keep the beat? Are they in sync with each other? Are they listening to each other? Provide students with feedback and guidance during this time.

	Consolidation 

( Providing opportunities for consolidation and reflection
( Helping students demonstrate what they have learned
	

	Individual and small group( ticket out the door: Green light/red light strategy
Hand out appendix B (there are two options for appendix B, B and B1. Choose the one that best suits your class) to students and ask them to write down their four beat rhythm. In their composition groups, students must decide which coin will represent their 4 beat rhythm. This coin will then be the graphic notation that represents their 4 beat rhythm. Students will draw a picture of the coin on Appendix B. (Use Appendix A to give students a template of the coins instead of drawing the coins, they can cut them out and paste them on.) 
Ask students to place a green dot sticker on the top of their page if they feel they understand and are good with their rhythm. Have them place a yellow dot if they are not sure or a red dot if they don’t get it.
Student’s hand in their work before leaving the class.
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 Green light/red light strategy: Students are given sticker dots that are red, green or yellow. They choose one colour to go on their work to show how they feel about their learning and comfort level with what they are learning. Green means “comfortable I get it”, Yellow means “I’m not sure if I get it”, and Red means “I don’t get it”. This is a simple assessment check point to see how the student feels about what they have created.
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