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	Title:  Examining The Elements!                                  Lesson 1  
                                                                    Approx. 180 minutes
	Grade 7 Unit

“Art Comes Alive Through Music”

	Critical Learning

	Guiding Questions

	 
How the elements of music are used affects the mood of music.
 

The elements of design are used to communicate meaning or convey feelings.
 

There are many connections between the elements of music and the elements of design.
 


	What is the mood of the music? 
Which elements of music affect the mood? 
What elements of design stand out for you in this artwork? 
How are they used to convey meaning or feelings?  
What similarities and differences can you find between the elements of music and elements of design? 


	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations


	C2.  Reflecting, Responding and Analysing: 

apply The Critical Analysis Process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences;
C2.1 express analytical, personal responses to musical performances in a variety of ways; and
C2.2 analyse, using musical terminology, ways in which the elements are used in the music that they perform, listen to, and create.
Teacher Tip:  Visual Arts Expectations D2, D2.1, D2.2 integrate with the Music Expectations C2, C2.1, C 2.2.
	Learning Goals
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· use the stages of The Critical Analysis Process to analyze a piece of music through listening;
 

· use the stages of The Critical Analysis Process to analyze a visual image through viewing; and
 

·  make connections between the elements of music and the elements of design.


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Prior knowledge of and experience with the elements of music (duration [rhythm], pitch, dynamics, timbre/tone colour, texture) and the elements of design (line, shape,  space, colour, texture)
Terminology

Elements of Music
pitch
rhythm
dynamics
texture
tone colour
 
Elements of Design
line
shape
colour
texture
rhythm
 (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf) 

	Materials

Gather several images that, in your opinion, clearly convey a certain mood or feeling e.g., art cards, images on internet, picture books. 
 

Using CD's, NAXOS, personal collection, choose a piece of instrumental music that, in your opinion, clearly conveys a mood of feeling.
 

Choose one image and one instrumental piece that reflect the same or similar mood or feeling to use as a model for teaching.
 

Artist Images:

Jose Posada's engraving of dancing skeletons (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jos%C3%A9_Guadalupe_Posada)
Jane Ash Poitras - Canadian artist (b. 1951) 
"The Contrary" (http://agora.virtualmuseum.ca/edu/)
Audrey Flack (www.audreyflack.com/)  
Rene Magritte (www.magritte.com)
Carl Beam - Canadian artist (http://cybermuse.gallery.ca/cybermuse/search/artist_work_e.jsp?iartistid=354)
Faith Ringgold  (http://www.faithringgold.com/)
Jaune Quick-to-See Smith

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaune_Quick-To-See_Smith)
 

Picture books:
Jackson, S. (1998).The old woman and the wave. 

     New York: DK Ink. 

Gaiman, N. & McKean, D. (2004). The day I swapped my 

     Dad for two goldfish. New York: HarperCollins. 
Crew, G. & Tan, S. (2000). Memorial, Vancouver, BC: 

     Simply Read Books

Computer and projector with access to the internet (optional) 
BLM#1 Listening Log 
BLM #2 Venn Diagram Elements
BLM #3 Exit Pass 


	Minds On                                                       Approximately  40 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Small Group > Think/Pair/Share
 

Post learning goals for the lesson and connect them to The Critical Analysis Process.
 

Divide the students into pairs and then divide the class in half.  Using Think-Pair-Share have half the pairs of students define the following elements of music: pitch, rhythm, beat, tone colour/timbre, texture.  Have the other half define the following elements of design: line, shape, colour, texture, rhythm.
In partner groupings, ask students to first think and create their own definition; then share their ideas about the definition with their partner; then collaborate and come to consensus with another partner group (to make a group of four). Finally, come to consensus with the whole class on definitions for each element. (refer to definitions in the Glossary p. 159 of The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 1-8: The Arts, (2009) (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)

Use words and definitions to create a word wall. 

	The Critical Analysis Process (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)
Think-Pair-Share
(http://www.eworkshop.on.ca/edu/pdf/Mod08_think_pair_share.pdf) 




	Action!                                                     Approximately 120 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole group > Demonstration>Discussion
 

Teacher Tip: For this activity, the following art and music examples have been suggested, or choose your own examples.  
Suggested examples: 

Art work:  Jose Posada's engraving of dancing skeletons (see Materials)

Music Composition:  Camille Saint-Saëns' Fossils from The Carnival of the Animals (CD or on-line) 

Part I
Play the pre-selected piece of music for students. While they are listening, ask them to complete the BLM#1 Listening Log, identifying how the elements are used and the mood created.
 

Teacher Prompts: 
In your opinion, what is the mood of the music (e.g., calm, serene)?
Identify and explain which element(s) of music influences the mood (e.g., dynamics, rhythm, tempo).
In your opinion, which element of music impacts the mood the most (e.g., dynamics)? Why? (e.g., because the piece is soft with slight crescendos and decrescendos that are never louder than mezzo forte (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)

Discuss how the elements of music were used in this piece of music (e.g., soft dynamics, slow rhythms, thin texture etc.) and how these elements impacted the mood of the music. Provide second or third listenings, if necessary, to assist in the discussion.
  

Part II
Using the pre-selected image (internet, art poster, picture book, original work etc.), ask students to complete the visual log, identifying how the elements of design were used. 
 

Discuss how the elements of design were used in the image (e.g., soft, muted colours, long, flowing lines, simple, basic shapes etc.) and how these elements impacted the overall feeling of the piece of art. 
 

Teacher prompts:
In your opinion, how does this image make you feel (e.g., calm, serene)?
Identify and explain which element(s) of design influences the mood (e.g., line, shape, colour)?
Which element impacts this feeling the most (e.g., colour)? Why? (e.g., because the colours are soft and muted, using soft blues, yellows and various tones of grey.)
 

Small Group Work 
Provide students the opportunity to try this process in a small group. In groups of four created in "Minds On," have students choose a piece of music and an image, and complete the listening log, visual log, and responses to critical thinking questions posed in Whole Group discussion. Have students share their responses to the whole group.
 

Part III
Refer back to elements of music and elements of design defined in "Minds On" activity.  Using the BLM #2 Venn Diagram Elements, have pairs of students compare and contrast one of the element pairings listed below.  Have students post Venn diagrams around the classroom and discuss similarities and differences. 
 

Pitch or Melody/Line
Dynamics/Shape
Rhythm/Rhythm
Texture/Texture
Tone Colour/Colour

	


	Consolidation                                         Approximately  20 minutes
	

	Whole Group>Discussion

Venn Diagram
As a whole group discuss the differences and similarities between the elements of music and elements of design. 
What do you notice?  
What is the same? 
What is different?
 

BLM #3 Exit Card
List 2 art elements and 2 music elements
What surprised you as you compared the elements of music and the elements of design?

	Assessment for Learning (AfL)
Teacher feedback and clarification of the learning goals during Minds On and Action.
  

Assessment as learning (AaL)
Listening Log 
Venn Diagram
 
Assessment of Learning (AoL)
Exit Card 
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