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	Overview – Siyahamba – Grade 6



	This unit discovers a I-IV-V bass line, and outlines the pitches in these chords for the song, “Siyahamba” which students use to compose harmonic accompaniments.

Through the Creative Process, students explore the I-IV-V chord progression; build chords and examine the intervals; create, revise, refine and perform their own harmony parts for the song, “Siyahamba”.
Students reflect on the compositional process and their own strengths and goals.
	

	Expectations

C1.  Creating and Performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music.

C2.  Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing:  apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences. 

C3.  Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts:  demonstrate an understanding of a variety of musical genres and styles from the past and present, and their social and/or community contexts.


	Unit Guiding Questions

How are harmonies or matching pitches found for a song?  What is the system for determining harmony?  How does harmony make music sound?  Why?
Lesson Guiding Questions 
Lesson/Activity 1

When does the bass note need to change?

What pitches match the melody?

Lesson / Activity 2

When do the notes G or D not fit the bass line for the song?  What note fits?  What is the bass line for the song?
Lesson/Activity 3

How are chords built?  What are the intervals of the chords?
Lesson / Activity 4

How close together/far apart are the notes that you have chosen? 

How does the distance between notes from different chords affect the sound of the part you have created? What other options do you have?  (Change notes, or move step-wise between the chords with passing notes)


	Assessment and Evaluation: How will students demonstrate their learning?

	Assessment of Learning:
Listening

Observation

Written work


	1:  Students will be able to follow the I-V portion of the bass line, identifying when the chord needs to change.
2:  Students will be able to follow the complete I-IV-V bass line of the song, identifying when the chords need to change.

3:  Students will accurately identify and play the notes from chords based on the bass line/chord progression.
4:  Students will be able to choose the notes that belong to a specific chord, understanding that these notes change, dependent on the note in the bass.

Culminating Performance Activity
Students select pitches from each chord to create a harmony part that follows the I-IV-V bass line of the song.  

Students will record their note choices on a worksheet, notating their notes as an arrangement of the song.

Students will perform their harmony parts in pairs as an accompaniment as the class sings Siyahamba with the bass line. 

1. Students will be evaluated using listening, observation, and written work.



	Assessment for Learning
	Four Checkpoints 

Check Point #1/Lesson 1

Assess if students can identify and follow the I-V bass line in the first half of the song by;

a) moving
b) singing

c) playing instruments

e.g.,  self-evaluation, teacher feedback
Check Point # 2/Lesson 2

Assess how well students can follow the bass line of the song adding the IV chord by:
a) moving
b) singing

c) playing instruments

e.g., self-evaluation, teacher feedback.

Check Point #3/Lesson 3
Can students identify on paper, and touch on the instrument, the notes of the chords as the song is sung?  Self-evaluation, teacher feedback.

Check Point #4/Lesson 4

Can students play their one note from each chord together with the bass line at the correct time?

Self-evaluation, teacher feedback.

Check Point #5/Lesson 5

Working from lesson 4, can students perform their 3 note harmony part? 

Is the student able to write/record on paper their 3 note harmony part? 

Can any students add rhythms, or create new patterns with different notes?

Self-evaluation, teacher-feedback.
Teacher Resource 1 Rubric 


	Unit Lessons: How will assessment and instruction be organized for learning?
	Approx.

Duration

1 class 
= 40 minutes

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1 – Discovering the Bass Line I-V
By the process of elimination, students will explore pitches for the bass line that fit with the first part of the song Siyahamba.
	1 classes

	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2 - Discovering the Bass Line-add IV
Students will continue the process of elimination of notes to discover the IV chord in the bass line for the second part of the song.
	1 classes

	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3 – Discovering and Playing Chords 
Following the pattern of the bass line, students build chords using the 1st, 3rd, and 5th notes from the bass line.  Students will play these chords at the right time while the bass line is being played and the song is sung.
	1 classes

	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4 – Play Your Own Harmony Part
Student will chose one pitch from each chord, which are close together.  These pitches of the chord will be played with the bass line to create a harmony part.
	1-2 classes

	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5 – Write Your Own Harmony Part             
Students will record the harmony notes that they have chosen and perform them in the context of the song.  Students may at this point add rhythms to their note choices, or additional notes to their harmony parts, following the bass line. 
	2-3 classes
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