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	Title: Changing It Up!                           Lesson #5

                                             Approx. 120 minutes
	Grade 6 Unit

“Go ELEMENTAL”

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	The Creative Process guides musical composition.

Manipulating the elements of music in a composition will change its effect. 

Co-constructed criteria can be developed and used to assess the application of The Creative Process.


	How is The Creative Process being used to make our composition?

How can we change the elements of music in our composition to change its mood and meaning?

How do we decide what makes an effective composition?

How can we give feedback that will be helpful in developing an effective composition?



	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations

	C1. Creating and Performing: apply The Creative Process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of  music; 

C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing and/or playing, composing, and arranging music to create a specific effect; and
 C1.3 create musical compositions for specific purposes and audiences.
 C2. Reflecting, Responding and Analysing: apply The Critical Analysis Process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences;

C2.2  identify the elements of music in the repertoire they perform, listen to, and create, and describe how they are used.

	Learning Goals
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· use different dynamics, tempi, melody, instruments and movements to create different effects; C1.2 C2.2
· clearly state which element of music my group, or another group, has been applying; C2.2
· create a composition for the specific purpose of celebrating the Olympics, bringing environmental issues to the spotlight, or performing a piece about bullying; C1.3 
· work with a group to create a piece in the Theme and Variations form. C1.3


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
 
Students should be familiar with listening to and discussing the different musical elements and be familiar with the term, ‘theme and variations’.

 

Terminology
 

beat
rhythm 

tempo 

dynamics 

articulation 

texture 

melody 

form
theme and variations
(http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)
  


	Materials
MINDS ON

Manipulatives like Smarties, straws, popsicle sticks, plasticine

Gallery Walk--explanation of the strategy; (http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/coursedesign/tutorial/strategies.html)
ACTION!

Elements Placemats from Lesson 2 
words to class chant from Lesson 2 
Creative Process Chart (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arta18b09curr.pdf) p. 20

Teacher Resource 3 Pointing Star 

Teacher Resource 6 Criteria for Success
(Name Boogie mp3 -  long & fast; long & slow; short & fast; short & slow;) (if required)

(Natural Roots mp3) (if required)

pitched instruments- boom whackers, xylophones, keyboards, glockenspiels, tuned bells
other assorted percussion instruments
chart paper, markers OR

BLM # 11 Our Theme and Variations Chart



CONSOLIDATION

Creative Process Chart (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arta18b09curr.pdf) p. 20

Teacher Resource 4 Co-constructed Feedback 

Teacher Resource 3 Pointing Star 




	Minds On                                             Approximately  20 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Small Groups>Whole Group Gallery Tour>Assess Knowledge of Concept of Variation
Option 1: Using manipulatives like Smarties, straws, popsicle sticks or plasticine, groups of students create an object/pattern, and then make variations of that theme. Do a (Gallery Walk) (http://serc.carleton.edu/NAGTWorkshops/coursedesign/tutorial/strategies.html) showing the themes and variations to the other groups.

 
Option 2: Teacher creates a pattern with the manipulatives. Student groups make variations of the teacher’s theme; support their thinking and end result by explaining to the rest of the class why their creation qualifies as a variation. Students do a Gallery Walk to compare each others’ ideas.

	Teacher Tip:

Make sure students are respectful of other groups’ projects. HANDS OFF policy during a (Gallery Walk).
Assessment for Learning (AfL)

Check for understanding of concepts during Minds on and review.




	Action!                                                Approximately 80 minutes
	Assessment As Learning

(AaL)

Creation of the Rubric for Success 

Teacher Tip:

Post the words for the class chant to help students remember

Play Name Boogie (drumming track mp3 -  long & fast; long & slow; short & fast; short & slow;) or Natural Roots mp3 to help them remember their compositions.

Teacher Tip: Rubric will vary per class.

*Create a rubric (for Lesson 6) from the criteria identified by following the example, Teacher Resource 6 Criteria for Success.                                                                                                                                                        
Differentiation (DI)

Independent learning -showcases  talents of all students

Kinaesthetic, tactile, and auditory learners;
Achievable individual goals

Teacher Tip:

Provide teacher descriptive feedback to each group. Find one “wish” for each group.

.

	Large Group> Review previous compositions and Theme and Variations (Challenging and Inspiring) (20 min.)

Seat students in a circle, and remind them of their compositions created in Lesson 1 (Name Composition) and Lesson 2 (Poem/Story Composition-Aboriginal source). Have a few groups re-perform their chants. 

Teacher Tip:  Complete this activity with a new poem or story.

Review components of the form, Theme and Variations and review possible ways to change the theme, e.g., tempo, texture, timbre, dynamics, melody, rhythm). 

Small Group> Brainstorm ideas for own Theme and Variations (Imagining and Generating) (10 min.)

Announce to students that they will be creating a new Theme and Variations, applying all the knowledge and skills developed in the previous activities that will be performed for an audience.

In small groups, students  choose the Name Composition (Lesson 1) and (Poem/Story Composition - Aboriginal source (Lesson 2)

or their own new idea as their theme.

Teacher Tip:  Choice for the theme is key for the inspiring the composers, and is an exciting place to start in The Creative Process. Limiting the number of options may help students choose their theme in a short period of time.

Give students 10 minutes to brainstorm ideas for creating variations with their theme.

Large Group>Make Rubric (Planning and Focusing) (10 min.)

With the large group, identify what will be important when this composition is performed for an audience. Use this criteria, (along with additional teacher ideas) to create a rubric for the assessment of their composition and performance. Use the Teacher Resource 6 Criteria for Success as a reference. Post the rubric.

Small Groups>Revise and Refine Compositions (50 min.)

In their groups, have students create their theme and variations piece, referring to the rubric to ‘check’ their work.
Students should be given time and be encouraged to explore and experiment with ideas for variations. Have students decide on their 3 most effective variations, and chart it out on chart paper or use BLM # 11 Our Theme and Variations Chart.

	


	Consolidation                                      Approximately 20 minutes
	

	Small Groups>Pairs of Groups>Feedback
Pair up groups for mini performances.

Refer to The Creative Process Chart, and discuss the stages they have gone through with this project and that they are now at the “Producing Preliminary Work” stage.
Have the partner groups view each others’ performance and provide descriptive feedback so they can ‘revise and refine’ their work (The Creative Process, Step 6) the next day.
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