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	Title: Pump Up the Volume …             Lesson #4

        or NOT!                       Approx. 150 minutes
	Grade 6 Unit

“Go ELEMENTAL”

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	The Creative Process guides musical composition.

Criteria can be determined to assess the effectiveness of a composition.

The elements of music are integral to the creation of a musical composition and to the communication of a mood.

Graphic representations communicate musical ideas. 
	How is The Creative Process being used to make our composition?

How can we use the elements of music in our composition to communicate the mood of the text?

How do we decide what makes an effective composition?

How can I show my musical idea through pictures or symbols for others to understand?



	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations

	C1. Creating and Performing: apply The Creative Process to create and perform music for a variety  of purposes, using the elements and techniques of  music;

C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing and/or playing, composing, and arranging music to create a specific effect;
C1.3 create musical compositions for specific purposes and audiences; and
 C1.5 demonstrate an understanding of standard and other types of musical notation through performance and composition.

 C2. Reflecting, Responding and Analysing: apply The Critical Analysis Process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences;
C2.1 express detailed personal responses to musical performances in a variety of ways; and
C2.2 identify the elements of music in the repertoire they perform, listen to, and create, and describe how they are used.
 
	Learning Goals
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· stay on the beat and in the right tempo as our group practices and performs; C1.2
 
· work with others to generate ideas for creating different variations of a theme; C1.3
 

· create a visual representation of our composition; C1.5 and

 
· make a picture of our composition so other people can read it. C1.5 


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
 
Be familiar with some form of pitched instruments-(recorders, boom whackers, xylophones, bells, keyboards etc.)  

Be able to reliably produce at least three different notes.

Have some experience with note names and writing notes on the treble clef staff.

Be familiar with the various elements of music; e.g., form - theme and variations

 

Terminology

Pitches
Staff
Notes
Theme and Variations
(http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)

	Materials
MINDS ON

BLM # 9 Boom Chicka Boom 



ACTION!
Element Placemats from Lesson 2 on wall

Chart paper, markers

BLM # 10  Elements Cue Cards pg 1,2 **cut apart

Teacher Resource 10 Sample Theme and Variations Chart
BLM # 11 Our Theme and Variations Chart 


Teacher Resource 4 Co-constructed Feedback 

Creative Process Chart (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arta18b09curr.pdf) p. 20
Teacher Resource 3 Pointing Star
pitched instruments - boom whackers, xylophones, keyboards, glockenspiels, tuned bells
other assorted percussion instruments
Staff paper

Teacher Resource 11 Visual Representation Theme and Variations  

CONSOLIDATION

BLM # 4 Two Stars and a Wish or
BLM # 4A Two Stars (version 2) 
Optional: Video Camera




	Minds On                                              Approximately 10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Group>Individual Leaders 

Perform the chant, “Boom Chicka Boom” in various voices (timbre), dynamics, and tempi, e.g., BLM # 9  Boom Chicka Boom.

Have students create their own versions once they are comfortable with the chant. Option: add body percussion accompaniments. 

After each verse/presentation, use the strategy, Think, Pair, Share and identify how the elements, particularly timbre, dynamics and tempo, were evident in the different verses.

Teacher Prompt:  How did you keep a steady beat with your group? Why is it important to keep a steady beat when performing your compositions?


	Teacher Tip:

Set up the class environment as positive, inclusive  and safe for all, so that students will feel comfortable leading  a verse of the chant

Differentiation (DI)

“Boom Chicka Boom” - kinaesthetic, musical, auditory




	Action!                                                   Approximately 120 minutes
	Teacher Tip:

Let the students pick more than one element card for a challenge

Teacher Tip:

Choose element cards like in a lottery or on “Let’s Make a Deal” or another “choice” game.

Element Cue Card Game  - kinaesthetic, auditory, musical, uses critical thinking

Assessment for Learning (AfL)

Observe students’ accurate use of music vocabulary to describe the form, Theme and Variations.

Teacher Tip:

Video the performance!

Assessment of Learning (AoL)



	Whole Group> Create a theme> Explore Variations> Rehearse variations (60 min.)

Review the concept of the form, Theme and Variations.

Brainstorm different ideas that could be used as a theme for today’s project, e.g., hello and good bye in different languages, the character attribute of the month, an important news event (Olympics, local issues, environment etc.). 

Record the ideas on a chart and decide which idea will become the class’ theme. Have the class create a song, chant or poem using words or phrases related to the topic. This will be the "theme".

Teacher Tip:  Brainstorm a short list of suitable words and phrases for students’ reference while creating.  Engage as many students as possible in creating the theme!

Create 3 “variations” by changing one or more of the elements of the theme. Make this a game:

Students pick a card from the stack of BLM # 10 Elements Cue Cards pg 1, 2. The student(s) must find a way to change the theme using whichever element card was chosen and perform the variation for the class. 

Teacher Tip:  If students want a challenge, let them pick 2 or more cards to incorporate into the variation.

Have the rest of the class reflect on the performance, identifying the changes they heard in the music elements. Make suggestions of other element changes students think will be effective. Apply the changes and perform again. Reflect…

Record the element changes on chart paper; repeat the process for variations 2 and 3. 

From the lists made on the charts, decide the most effective order for the variations. Try out the ideas, perform, revise…

Identify how this class composition project moved through the stages of The Creative Process.

Individually, have students record the final choices of the class on the BLM # 11 Our Theme and Variations Chart, and describe how the elements have changed. 
Small Group> Visual Representation of Theme and Variation> Presentation of Visual Representation and Feedback (60 min.)

Divide into groups of 4, e.g., join with three other people who are about the same height or have the same birthday month

Show students the Teacher Resource 11 Visual Representation, a different way of showing understanding of the musical form, Theme and Variations.  Discuss how the shapes and sizes represent what is happening in the music.

In their small group, have the students create their own visual representation of the group composition!  

Share the visuals and explain their group’s interpretation of the Theme and Variations Composition.

Have students give descriptive feedback (e.g., Teacher Resource 4 Co-constructed Feedback) to their peers.

	


	Consolidation                                         Approximately  20 minutes
	

	Whole Group >Presentation>Class Evaluation
Perform the class composition, ‘Theme and Variations’.

Reflect on the class’ accuracy of changing elements for each variation using BLM # 4 Two Stars and A Wish, or BLM # 4A Two Stars Version 2, encouraging the use of descriptive feedback.

Students share their thoughts on how to extend the composition project through The Creative Process.
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