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	Title: Elementary, my dear Watson!   Lesson #3
                                             Approx. 120 minutes
	Grade 6 Unit

“Go ELEMENTAL”

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Theme and Variations is a musical form that begins by stating a theme, followed by variations on the theme. 

The theme is the basis for the series of variations that result from changes in how the elements of music are used.

Musical elements and styles determine the mood of a piece and changing those elements also affects the mood.


	What elements do you think changed during the songs? 

What effect did changing the elements (meter, major/minor, tempo, dynamics, texture, timbre) have on the music?

How did each change make you feel?

How is the music organized?


	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations

	C2. Reflecting, Responding and Analysing: apply The Critical Analysis Process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences; 
 C2.1  express detailed personal responses to musical performances in a variety of ways; and 
 C2.2  identify the elements of music in the repertoire they perform, listen to, and create, and describe how they are used.

C3. Exploring Forms and Cultural Contexts: demonstrate an understanding of a variety of musical genres and styles from the past and present, and their sociological and historical contexts;
C3.2 demonstrate an awareness of the use of music and musical instruments in various traditions, from early times to today.
	Learning Goals
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· identify which elements of music have been changed when I listen to different variations in a theme and variations. C2.2
 
· describe the theme and variations form. C2.2
· identify the different musical styles and instruments (timbres) when I listen to different musical examples. C3.2


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness 
Students should be familiar with listening for, identifying and discussing the different musical elements. 
Terminology

beat
rhythm 
tempo 
dynamics 
articulation 
texture 
melody 
form 
style 

mood
theme and variations
(http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)  


	Materials

MINDS ON

BLM 7 Going Loopy!
Elements Placemats created in Lesson 2

ACTION!

BLM 8 Elementary, My Dear Watson 


Theme of “Jingle Bells” – piano, bells, lively tempo

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fU9d79ho6dE&feature=related)
Variation 1 BassHunter – tempo, timbre

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGquX-SQtZA)
Variation 2 Diana Krall and Jazz Orchestra -- rhythm, melody, Jazz style, instruments
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WFHE0NxBJu4)
Variation 3 Beltaine – melody, timbre

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PNNDOkIEWo)
Variation 4 Sandler & Young – language, timbre, melody

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOL0LyCloso)
Variation 5 Frank Sinatra

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OLBNXdGrD5M&feature=PlayList&p=A2808F6DFF212947&playnext_from=PL&playnext=1&index=21)
Variation 6 Billy Pollard – ragtime piano, melody, tempo

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mmUQUwr6tI)
Variation 7 Schroeder – three variations!

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ie0lJ1QCHZ4)
Variation 8 Nickelodeon Punjabi Parody – Baliwood style

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHZp1orcRck)
Variation 9 Bare Naked Ladies – three variations

Tempo, style, words, harmony, texture

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvFURcDMXfk&NR=1)
Variation 10 Bratislava Boy’s Choir – harmony

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmCeok41Dqw)
Variation 11 –Blank Shot Instrumental – slow tempo, two instruments – violin and bells

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jsc9aEqJjGc)
Variation 12 - Captain Smartypants – 8 part singing, ¾ tempo, other tunes, percussion, tempo, articulation, rhythm, 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vcFipvuphk4&NR=1)
Teacher Resource 7 Jingle Bells Variations 



CONSOLIDATION
(mp3 - Are You Sleeping Theme)

	
	(mp3 – Are You Sleeping Variation #1)



 HYPERLINK "MP3s%20grade%206/Are%20You%20SleepingTheme%20and%20Variation%202.mp3" 

(mp3 – Are You Sleeping Variation #2)



 HYPERLINK "MP3s%20grade%206/Are%20You%20SleepingTheme%20and%20Variation%203.mp3" 

(mp3 – Are You Sleeping Variation #3)



 HYPERLINK "MP3s%20grade%206/Are%20You%20SleepingTheme%20and%20Variation%204.mp3" 

(mp3 – Are You Sleeping Variation #4)



 HYPERLINK "MP3s%20grade%206/Are%20You%20SleepingTheme%20and%20Variation%205.mp3" 

(mp3 – Are You Sleeping Variation #5)



 HYPERLINK "MP3s%20grade%206/Are%20You%20SleepingTheme%20and%20Variation%206.mp3" 

(mp3 – Are You Sleeping Variation #6)


(mp3 – Are You Sleeping Variation #7)
Teacher Resource 8 Are You Sleeping?
Teacher Resource 9 Other Theme and Variations 

BLM 8 Elementary, my dear Watson 


Mozart – Ah, vous dirai-je, maman. (Twinkle, Twinkle)

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NO-ecxHEPqI)



	Minds On                                             Approximately  10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Group>Think, Pair, Share>Whole Group
Present students with a page half-filled with circles, e.g., BLM 7 Going Loopy!


Students add lines, colours, and shapes to the given circles, changing them into four different objects.

Create their own drawings using some form of a circle on the bottom half of the page. 

Teacher Tip:  Keep the time limit short! 
Share drawings in small groups and identify different ways the circles changed.  With the whole class, list some of the many ways students had changed their circles. 

Teacher Tip:  Identify which ideas could be integrated with the Elements and Principles of Design in the Visual Arts Curriculum.

Review the music term 'elements', and look again at the ‘Elements Placemats’ from Lesson 2. 
Compare with the Visual Arts Elements of Design.  

Teacher Prompts:  What is the same between the Music elements and the Visual Arts elements? What is different? How does this help explain the musical form ‘Themes and Variations?'


	Teacher Tip:

Complete the BLM 7 Going Loopy! sheet yourself to be involved.
Differentiation (DI)

Videos – visual,  BLM 8 Elementary, My Dear Watson – logical, spatial learners, enrichment for gifted students

Teacher Tip:

Teacher Reference Sheet provided for all Variations. Choose any seven for the lesson.




	Action!                                                    Approximately 80 minutes
	Teacher Tip:

After the first variation, discuss student answers and make sure the worksheet is being filled in properly before going on to the next variation.
Assessment for Learning (AfL) 

Teacher feedback and clarification of the learning goals during Action section of lesson.
Assessment of Learning (AoL)

BLM 8 Elementary, my dear Watson





	Whole Group>Presentation and Analysis of a Theme and Variations (60 min.)
Listen to a Theme and Variations e.g., “Jingle Bells” (see Materials for links) or use your own song that is a theme and variations.
Explain to students that they will hear a familiar song, which is the ‘theme’ and then they will hear the same theme again but with changes. It is their job as ‘detectives extraordinaire’ to discover what the changes are! 
Give the students their own personal detective sheet, BLM 8 Elementary, my dear Watson to see if they can identify which element(s) change(s) in each of the variations.

Play the theme song first and identify how the different elements have been used. Refer to the ‘Element Placemats’ from Lesson 2 as a visual reminder.
Listen to the first variation. Have the students identify and record the elements they think have changed on their BLM 8 Elementary, my dear Watson. 


Follow the same process for each of the variations.
Small Groups>Discussion of Individual Responses (10 min.)
When all the 'deductions' are filled in, students can be divided into groups to compare their ideas, and present their ‘conclusions’ to the rest of the class.
Whole Group>Teacher Answers (10 min.)  
Divulge true ‘culprits’ (elements that changed) at the end!   
Teacher Resource 7 Jingle Bells Variations 


	


	Consolidation                                          Approximately 30 minutes
	Teacher Tip:

Teacher Resource 8 Are You Sleeping provides some possible answers for the Theme and Variations, “Are You Sleeping”.

Burn a CD of the Theme and Variations.

Teacher Tip:

Mozart’s Theme and Variation      ”Ah, vous dirai-je, maman” (“Twinkle, Twinkle”)
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NO-ecxHEPqI lets the students listen simply to element changes as the whole piece is played on piano and the music for the variations is posted.


	Whole Group>Summative Assessment
Listen to the “Are You Sleeping” Theme and Variations on the mp3s created for this assessment.

Teacher Tip:  You can also use something like Mozart’s “Ah, vous dirai-je, maman” (“Twinkle, Twinkle”) or one of the themes suggested on the Teacher Resource 9 Other Theme and Variations to Consider and analyze the theme and what elements change in each variation.
Use the BLM 8 Elementary, my dear Watson sheet again and assess the students’ ability to apply their knowledge and recognize the element changes in the variations.
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