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	Title:    Mixing It UP!                             Lesson #2

                                             Approx. 180 minutes
	Grade 6 Unit

“Go ELEMENTAL”

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	The Creative Process guides musical composition.

The elements of music are integral to the creation of a musical composition.

Co-constructed criteria can be developed to self-assess application of The Creative Process.


	How is The Creative Process being used to compose our composition?

How can we use the elements of music in our composition to communicate the mood of the text?

How do we decide what makes an effective composition?



	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations

	C1. Creating and Performing: apply The Creative Process to create and perform music for a variety  of purposes, using the elements and techniques of  music;

C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing and/or playing, composing, and arranging music to create a specific effect; and 

C1.3 create musical compositions for specific purposes and audiences.
  

 C2. Reflecting, Responding and Analysing: apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences; 
C2.2 identify the elements of music in the repertoire they perform, listen to, and create, and describe how they are used; and
C2.3 identify and give examples of their strengths and areas for improvement as composers, musical performers, interpreters, and audience members.
 
	Learning Goals
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: At the end of this lesson I can:  

· create a composition, following The Creative Process that uses instruments and other sound sources effectively. C 1, C1.2 

· pick out important and thematic words, and use them to create a composition that communicates the intended mood. C 1.2, C1.3  

· discuss my own work and that of others and give appropriate feedback. 
           C 2.2 C 2.3 



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
 

Students should have had some experience with singing or speaking in canon, keeping a beat and performing ostinati.

 

 

Terminology
Beat
Rhythm
Melody
Form
Dynamics
 (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)

	Materials
BLM # 5 Sorting Hat Cards 


BLM # 6 Fifteen Ways to Perform a Poem 


Prepared chart paper for placemat activity: (http://www.omea.on.ca/downloads/Think_Literacy_Music_Grades_1-6.pdf, p. 9) or black board for ideas and element definitions (see ‘Terminology’)

Markers

Resource on Elements of Music – (http://historyofmusic.tripod.com/id6.html)

Integration:  Social Studies Curriculum, Grade 6 (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/sstudies.html) 
Aboriginal Perspectives -  A Guide to the Teacher’s Toolkit; (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/aboriginal/toolkit.html)

short fiction or poetry from or about aboriginal cultures
e.g., “Dream Catcher”- by Audrey Osofsky , illustrated by Ed Young
“The Song Within my Heart”- story by David Bouchard, Paintings by Allen Sapp

Dreamcatcher, Dreamcatcher – (http://www.voicesnet.org/poetrydisplay.aspx?poemid=130565)

Legends of the Canadian Native –(http://tigerlily_1.tripod.com/mythslegendstorynative.html)
The Bloody Knife –(http://www.americanfolklore.net/ee.html)
Resource of Canadian Aboriginal Literature – (http://www.curriculum.org/tcf/teachers/projects/repository/aboriginal.pdf)

Lesson Plans and Videos from Native Drums site

http://www.native-drums.ca/index.php?tp=a&bg=1&ln=e
Chart paper, markers

The Creative Process Chart (http://www.omea.on.ca/ARTSECO/plm/c2/CreativeProcess1%20(4).swf)
velcro 

Teacher Resource 3 Pointing Star
classroom instruments (optional) or (found sounds) (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)
Natural Roots (drumming track mp3)  

Teacher Resource 4 Co-Constructed Feedback 

Teacher Resource 6 Criteria for Success



	Minds On                                            Approximately  20 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class>Small Group>Review Past Knowledge

Start with a Sorting Hat activity, BLM # 5 Sorting Hat Cards:
Copy each of the ‘elements’ words on different-coloured paper. These are the 6 elements being focused on in the lesson; texture, melody, tempo, dynamics, rhythm and timbre. 

Cut each word into separate letters and place the letters in the ‘sorting’ hat. 

Teacher Tip:  To get into 6 groups of 5 students, you must put 5 letters from each word (totally 30 letters) into the hat! Keep the ‘leftover’ letters to give the groups after they are formed. (otherwise, they won’t be able to spell the word)

Mix the letters up. Students draw a letter from the hat, find other students with the same colour to form their group, and unscramble the ‘element’ word.

Teacher Tip:  Give out any ‘leftover’ letters from the hat to the corresponding group before they try to spell out their element!

Placemat Activity:  On a prepared placemat (or have students draw their own), write their music element in the centre (leaving space for a definition), and brainstorm everything they know about their music element, e.g. dynamics:  loud and soft; loud/forte, soft/piano, crescendo, decrescendo, very soft (pp), very loud (ff), medium soft (mp)…

Students then create a definition for their element, and write it in the centre space. Share the definitions and post the charts as anchor charts and visual references for the rest of the unit.
	Teacher Tip:

To make 6 groups with 28 in the class, make 4 groups of 5 =20, and 2 groups of 4 = 8; total = 28



	Action!                                               Approximately  120 minutes
	Teacher Tip:
Have the words for these stories or poems on charts, overheads or Smart Board.

Teacher Tip:

Have Velcro (or sticky tack) on each of the stages of your Creative Process chart and remind the students to move the star around the poster as they work through the stages.
Assessment as learning (AAL)

Co-constructed

success criteria

Teacher Resource

6 Criteria for 

Success Chart

Teacher observation 

Assessment for Learning (AfL)

Teacher feedback and clarification of the learning goals throughout the ACTION portion of the lesson. 

Teacher Tip:

Use Natural Roots mp3 as transition music if it doesn’t fit your chant.
Differentiation (DI)

Sorting Hat – kinesthetic,

Star – visual learners

Use of Instruments – tactile, auditory, kinesthetic

Positive classroom atmosphere that is child-centered

Optimal physical arrangement in classroom

Flexible grouping

Students involved as planners and organizers of lesson


	Whole class> Introduction of story or poem> Exploration and brainstorming (40 min.)

Before beginning this composition project, brainstorm a list of the ‘norms’ of the whole group and small group collaboration, e.g., attentive listening, mutual respect, all ideas are valuable, etc.

In the Sorting Hat groups, students listen to a poem, story or group of poems that explores Aboriginal culture and traditions (see ‘Materials’). 

Introduce the activity by instructing students that they will use the elements of music to present this poem or short story in a new way.

Have students call out interesting or thematic words or phrases from the story or poem (teacher records these on chart paper or SmartBoard).

Look at a copy of BLM # 6 Fifteen Ways to Perform a Poem.

Use some words or phrases in the poem/story to have students model some of the ‘15 ways to perform’, e.g., whisper words
Small Groups> Create Preliminary Work (30 min.)
Have each group choose a set of words, a phrase or a verse from the story or poem.
Give time for groups to discover a creative way to share that word or phrase, referring to the Elements Placemats (from ‘Minds On’) and BLM # 6 Fifteen Ways to Perform a Poem. 
Share their phrases with the class.

Whole class> Discuss elements> Plan final form> Create criteria (40 min.)
Identify examples of how the elements of music were used in the group performances, and describe how effectively the performances communicated the message of the text.

Discuss with students decide how their piece of the story fits with all the other group creations so that the poem or story can become a class composition. 
With the students, co-construct the criteria they will use to give descriptive feedback to the performers and for assessment of the compositions, e.g., Teacher Resource 4 Co-constructed Feedback. 
Teacher Tip:  (Natural Roots (drumming track mp3)) can be played in the background during the presentation if the class thinks it contributes to the mood of the poem or story, or some students can play drums live.

Give groups time to reflect on their part of the composition and revise, refine, reflect, practise etc. as on The Creative Process chart to prepare their final performance.
Teacher Tip:  As groups are working through this whole Action! section, refer to The Creative Process chart and keep track of where students are in the cycle by placing the ‘star’ from Teacher Resource 3 Pointing Star on the corresponding bubble on the chart. The teacher moves from group to group, listening, watching, and giving feedback to groups, and asking questions.

	


	Consolidation                                      Approximately 40 minutes
	

	Whole Class>Small group> Self/Peer Assessment >Reflection

List the order of groups for the performance, equipment/instrument needs, room set-up and the co-constructed criteria for assessment.

Teacher Tip:  sometimes more than one group uses the same instrument(s). Plan for the smooth transition of moving into place, or passing the instrument over – make it an effective part of the performance!

In place, small groups have a final practice.

Perform the entire piece without stopping between group performances.

After the presentation, students refer to the co-constructed Teacher Resource 6 Criteria for Success Chart to reflect on their own performance and the performances of the other groups.

Assess students using their Teacher Resource 6 Criteria for Success Chart that was set up in the ACTION! lesson.
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