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	Overview – Canon – Grade 3



	
	Summary:
This unit explores many ways of creating, performing and listening to canons:
1. creating body percussion/movement canons

2. singing a song in canon
3. creating movement for a song 
4. playing a theme in canon on pitched percussion instruments
5. listening to a recording of a canon, identifying entries of the theme  and describing the harmony and textures; creating movement phrases to accompany the theme in canon


	Lesson 1

How can a 16-beat body percussion pattern be performed in canon form?

Lesson 2

How can a song be performed in canon accurately?  
What kind of movements effectively express the mood and message of the song?
Lesson 3
How can movement phrases be linked together smoothly?

What elements create an effective 2-part canon?
Lesson 4
What different strategies can you use when learning to learn to play a melody?
Lesson 5
How are harmony and texture changed when a melody is played in a canon? 

What mood is communicated by a performance of Pachelbel’s “Canon in D”?


	

	Assessment and Evaluation: How will students demonstrate their learning?

	Assessment of Learning:
Contextual Observation


	Performance Activities
Teachers and students assess students’ ability to maintain their part in canons and describe the resulting music during 5 different canon experiences:
1- performing a16 beat body percussion pattern in 2-part canon
2- singing a song in  2-part canon 
3- singing a song in 2-part canon and performing movement phrases

4- playing the first theme of Pachelbel’s Canon in canon
5- listening to  and identify the entries of the theme of Pachelbel’s “Canon in D”
These assessments will summarize students’ learning about canon, through singing, moving and playing performances; creating movement patterns; and analysing music heard.   

	Assessment for Learning

Observation

Observation

Observation

Observation  
Observation  and written reflection
	Four Checkpoints and a Rubric

Check Point #1/Lesson 1:  Beat-keeping, patterning, keeping a beat in canon, e.g., self, peer and teacher feedback.
Check Point # 2/Lesson 2:  Canon sung in 2 parts: teacher feedback, teacher rubric

Create and perform a movement pattern to a phrase of the song:  self, peer and teacher feedback
Check Point #3/Lesson 3:  2-part canon sung in-tune, holding parts:  teacher feedback, teacher rubric.  Consolidation of movement phrases.   Whole class discussion, student and teacher feedback.  

All students perform the song and movement pattern in canon. Teacher rubric.

Check Point #4/Lesson 4:  2-part canon played on pitched percussion instruments accurately, maintaining their part. Student and teacher feedback.  Teacher rubric
Check Point #5/Lesson 5:  

Listening to Pachelbel’s “Canon in D”; identifying theme entry and describing the communication of mood. Student and Teacher feedback.  Teacher rubric.


	Unit Lessons: How will assessment and instruction be organized for learning?
	Approx.

Duration

1 class 
= 35 minutes

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1 – Creating a 16 Beat Movement Canon

Based on teacher modelling, groups of students create a 16 beat pattern that follows the beat, and perform it in a two-part canon.  
	1 class

	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2 – “Who has Seen the Wind?”  Creation of Movement 
Groups of students create movement patterns to accompany a phrase of the song “Who Has Seen the Wind?”  The groups will perform their movement one after the other as the class sings the entire song. 
	1 class

	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3 – “Who Has Seen the Wind? – Song and Movement in Canon       
Students teach their movements from Lesson 2 to new groups; perform the complete movement phrases and accompany the song “Who Has Seen the Wind?”  in canon.
	1 class

	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4 – Playing a Canon
Using the Orff process, students learn to the first theme from Pachelbel’s “Canon in D” on pitched percussion instruments.
	1-2 classes

	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5 – Playing and Listening to a Canon                                                                                                               
Students play the first theme from Pachelbel’s “Canon in D” in canon.  Students listen and identify the same theme from a recording of Pachelbel’s “Canon in D”, then describe the mood of the music.  Students create and perform movement phrases to accompany the theme.
	1-3 classes
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