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	Canon: Creating a 16 Beat Movement Canon:  Lesson #1                                                                                 
	Grade 3 Music

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Canon is a form in music, where the same part is repeated by different voices, each beginning at a different time. 

Performing a pattern in canon form creates texture. 
	How can a 16-beat pattern be performed in canon form?

What support do you need to maintain your part in performing a canon?

How does the texture change when a pattern is performed in canon form?

	Curriculum Expectations

	C1.  Creating and Performing: apply the creative process to create and perform music for a variety of purposes, using the elements and techniques of music

C1.2 apply the elements of music when singing, playing an instrument, and moving

C1.3 create compositions for a specific purpose and a familiar audience 

C2.  Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing:  apply the critical analysis process to communicate their feelings, ideas, and understandings in response to a variety of music and musical experiences 

C2.2 describe ways in which the elements of music are used in the music they perform, listen to, and create


	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, 

I can:

show what a canon is by performing a body percussion pattern with my group at a different time than the other groups

create and perform a simple 16-beat pattern in canon 
describe what a canon is and how it changes the texture of the music

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness  

-beat keeping

-the ability to pattern independently to a steady beat

Terminology

-beat
-pattern
-canon/round
-texture 

-harmony
 (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)
	Materials

A large open space.

A drum of non-pitched percussion instrument to keep the beat.

Chart paper, markers

For “Link and Layer”: 
Reeve, Joy, (2008) You Can Walk… You Can Talk… You Can Orff!.  Markham, On Canada:  Mayfair Music Pub Inc.




	Minds On                                             Approximately  10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	1.  The teacher models a sixteen beat body percussion pattern, which is divided into four groups of four steady and even body percussion sounds on the beat, e.g., four stamps, four patsches, four claps, four snaps.
2.   Invite students to join.
3.   When students are confident with the pattern the teacher models the canon by beginning at the midpoint of the students’ pattern.
4.   The teacher asks students to describe what he/she did, and together develop a definition of a canon, see Glossary (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf).
5.  Divide the class into 2 groups:  group 1 begins, then group 2 begins the pattern midway, each repeating the pattern 3 times-students are performing a two part canon.  
What changes are there when we performed the pattern this way? e.g., it sounds busier, I had to really concentrate to keep the pattern going; it sounds complicated… 

What element of music has changed? i.e. the texture
6.  Divide the class into 4 groups:  students then perform a four part canon using the same pattern, repeated 3-4 times.  Have students identify the criteria for performing the canon effectively, e.g. every group needed to keep the beat steady with no tempo change;  the class has to focus together to keep the steady beat…

	Assessment for Learning (AfL) 

Can students maintain their part while other students are performing different body percussion actions?




	Action!                                                  Approximately 15 minutes
	

	1. In groups of four, create a pattern of four actions that are repeated 4 times.

2. Each person in the group is responsible for choosing one action.  Everyone will perform all actions four times.

3. The group is responsible for making sure that the actions can be done smoothly one after the other.  The actions should repeat easily.

4. The teacher plays a non-pitched percussion instrument, e.g., hand drum, while students practice their pattern in unison.   This is an opportunity to revise and refine based on feedback and reflection.

5. Students practice their pattern in two part canon repeating the pattern at least twice.  The entire class practices/revises their pattern and canon simultaneously.

	Assessment as Learning (AaL)

Self and Peer Assessments:

Do the movements/actions flow easily from one to the next? 

What movements work well which ones need to be adjusted?

What strategies will help you keep your part?
 


	Consolidation                                       Approximately 5 minutes
	

	Each group performs their canon in two parts.  This can be done group by group, or with one half of the class watching the other, then the other half performs.

Students reflect on the effectiveness of each group’s performance, e.g.  Did group 1’s performance effectively demonstrate the canon form?  

Each group collaborates to write, on chart paper, their own definition of a canon, and describe the change in texture when a pattern is performed as a 2-part or 4-part canon.  Share and post.  Compare the responses, and develop a class definition; see Canon, Glossary-   (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)

Create a class definition of texture; see Glossary- (http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/elementary/arts18b09curr.pdf)

Exit strategy:  have each student write their understanding of canon and texture in their music journal, or on an Exit Pass.

	Assessment of Learning (AoL) Can students maintain their pattern?

Link and Layer

You Can Walk… You Can Talk… You Can Orff!  pg. 16 “The Pattern”
Assessment of Learning (AoL)
Can students describe the meaning of canon and texture accurately?
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