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The BLUES – A UNIT
	Title:  Writing a Solo in a Blues Style    
Lesson #5 of 5
	Grade 9

AMG 10, Guitar

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Students will have the opportunity to put their theory into practice.  They will select a major key, write a 12-bar blues progression & create their own blues scale from which they will then perform it for the class.
	Can students improvise using a blues scale over top of a 12 bars blues progression?
Can students work together to create a blues song?

Can students maintain a beat and steady tempo?


	Curriculum Expectations                                             Unpacked Expectations

	Creating & Performing
A2.  The Elements of Music
A2.2  Manipulate the elements of music and related concepts appropriately when improvising melodies and rhythms; and
A3.  Techniques and Technologies

A3.1  Demonstrate technical skill when performing notated and/or improvised music.

	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  

· effectively improvise using a blues scale over a 12-bar blues chord progression;
· work with the elements of music to create some blues style music; and
· maintain a beat and steady tempo.



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Understanding of chord progressions
Understanding of basic chord writing
Understanding of major key signatures
Basic technical skill on the guitar

Understanding of tempo & beat

Terminology

Key signatures

Chords

Chord progressions
	Materials

· Guitars
· Teacher Resource 14 D Blues
· 

HYPERLINK "http://omea.on.ca/resources/Secondary/Guitar%209-12/Guitar%20grade%209-12/Grade%209/Guitar%20Grade%209%20final/guitar%20grade%209%20lesson%205/amg_9_lsn5_TR13_BLUES%20IMPROVISATION%20101.doc"

Teacher Resource 13 Blues Improvisation 101
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	Minds On                                              Approximately 10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class
· Write out a simple blues scales (i.e. D) (see Teacher Resource 14 D Blues) for your students on the blackboard and/or Smart Board or teach it to the class by rote.
· Give the students a bit of time to ‘master’ the performance of this scale.
· Provide them with 2 or 3 simple rhythms in 4/4 time (ensure that they can accurately play them).
· Using Band-in-the-Box, create a blues back-up band and have you and your students play the blues scale overtop of the 12-bar blues created in Band-in-the-box.
· Once students can play the scale using half notes and quarter notes, introduce the simple rhythms (begin 1st with one rhythm per note & then progress based on the level of mastery of the class).

	Assessment for Learning (AfL)
· Demonstration of understanding of the 12-bar blues & blues scale
Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

Differentiation (DI)

Extensions:

· Create a 12-bar blues back-up band using Band-in-the-box
· Try to notate their solo using Finale 



	Action!                                                  Approximately 40 minutes
	

	Pairs

· Pair up the students (either they select or number them off).
Have them complete the Teacher Resource 13 Blues Improvisation 101 assignment.

	

	Consolidation                                      Approximately 20 minutes
	

	Whole Class

· Have each pairing perform their 12-bar blues progression & solo for the class.
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