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The BLUES – A UNIT
	Title:  Writing a Blues Scale  
Lesson #3 of 5
	Grade 9

 AMG 10, Guitar

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Students will review writing a major scale and major key signatures.  They will use this information and relate it to creating blues scales & blues chord progressions. 
	Can students write and/or identify major and blues scales?

Can students identify sharps/flats in major key signatures?
Can students relate blues scales writing to major scales?
Can students write the 12-bar blues chord progression for any key?


	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations

	Foundations
C1.  Theory and Terminology
C1.  Demonstrate an understanding of music theory with respect to concepts of notation and the elements and other components of music, and use appropriate terminology relating to them;
C1.1  Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music, particularly through practical application and aural recognition, and use appropriate terminology related to these elements; and
C1.2  Demonstrate an understanding of, and use proper terminology when referring to, fundamental concepts associated with notation.
	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  

· effectively identify major & blues scales;
· accurately write blues scales; and
· write the 12-bar blues chord progressions for any key. 


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Understanding of major key signatures
Understanding of major scale writing

Understanding of sharps/flats/naturals

Understanding of Tones/semi-tones

Terminology

Sharp
Flat

Natural

Semi-tone

Key signatures
	Materials

· Teacher Resource 7 Major Key Signatures & Major Scales Concept Review Cards (copy enough for one set per pair) – scissors needed to cut up cards
· BLM 7 Blues Scale Writing Worksheet 
· Teacher Resource 9 Hierarchy of Accidentals
· 
Teacher Resource 8 Sharp/Flat key signature charts





	Title:  Transforming a Major Scale into a Blues Scale           Lesson #3
	Grade 9

AMG 10, Guitar

	Minds On                                              Approximately 15 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Pairs>

In partners, re-create the steps for naming/drawing major key signatures and major scales.
· Using the Teacher Resource 7 Key Signatures & Major Scales Concept Review Cards (one set for each pair), have the pairs re-create the step-by-step approach to naming/drawing major key signatures and major scales (* note these are based on using 2 charts that over the years this teacher has found that students have an easier time using then other methods)
· Each pairing will then share their orders with a pairing of students next to them.
· Then have each group of pairs contribute one item to re-create the order on the blackboard/chart paper etc.  This could be an opportunity for further class discussion for pairs that have different answers

	Assessment for Learning (AfL)
· Concept attainment Teacher Resource 7 Key Signature & Major Scales Concept Review Card activity
Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

· BLM 7 Blues Scale Writing worksheet


Differentiation (DI)

Quick Tip
· Students could work in pairs.
· Students could teach each other.
Link and Layer

Hyperlinks in the Lesson
· Teacher Resource 7 Major Key Signatures & Major Scales Concept Review Cards 
· BLM 7 Blues Scale Writing Worksheet 

· Teacher Resource 9 Hierarchy of Accidentals
· 

HYPERLINK "http://omea.on.ca/resources/Secondary/Guitar%209-12/Guitar%20grade%209-12/Grade%209/Guitar%20Grade%209%20final/guitar%20grade%209%20lesson%203/amg_9_lsn3_TR8_sharp%20flat%20keysignature%20charts.doc"

Teacher Resource 8 Sharp/Flat key signature charts




	Action!                                                 Approximately 20 minutes
	

	Whole Class>

· Using the BLM 7 Blues Scale Writing Worksheet – go through the STEPS required to write a major scale & then a blues scale based on a major scale making use of the Teacher Resource 8 Sharp/Flat Key Signature Charts.
· Students should also be taught how to use the Teacher Resource 9 Hierarchy of Accidentals sheet.

	

	Consolidation                                    Approximately  15 minutes
	

	Individual

· Provide students with time to complete the next 2 examples (during class); circulate around the room assisting the students.
· Once completed, have students try playing them on their guitar.
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