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The BLUES - RESEARCH
	Title:  Who Plays the Blues?       
Lesson #2 of 5
	Grade 9

AMG 10, Guitar

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Through individual research, students will learn about the lives of a chosen musician and the impact of his/her musical contributions to blues music.
Students will share their research findings through presentations to the class and/or bulletin board displays.
	Can students describe the impact of their musician’s contributions to blues music?

Can students use the research tools to gather reliable information?

Can students accurately explain the elements of music as they relate to their chosen musical selection? Can students accurately explain the origin of music for their blues performer?


	Curriculum Expectations                                         Unpacked Expectations

	Reflecting, Responding, And Analysing

B1.4  Conduct research to gather reliable information relating to specific music, musicians, and the musical opinions of others, and describe the impact this information has had on their own opinions or assessments;
B1.2  Identify and describe the use of elements and other components of music in a variety of selections, including their performance repertoire; and
Foundations:

C2.1  Demonstrate an understanding of the origins and development of some music forms.

	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  

· effectively research and present my findings to my class;
· effectively describe the elements of music in relation to my musical selection; and
· accurately explain the origin of music for my selected blues performer.

	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Awareness of the characteristics of blues music .
Understanding of basic research techniques.
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Terminology

Blues genre
Citing of sources

Musicians
	Materials

· Providing students with a variety of resources on hand for students to use and/or booking time into the school library 
· Teacher Resource 3 Blues Musician Selection Cards
· 
BLM 4 My BLUES Musician Peer Review Checklist  
· 
Teacher Resource 5 Research Signup Sheet
· 
Teacher Resource 6 Assessment Rubric for presentation
· 
YouTube
· BLM 5 Research Template
· 
BLM 6 Listening log 

· 
Naxos online library
· Post-it Notes or student to write answers on blackboard/chart paper/smart board (necessary writing tools)


	Title:  Who Plays the Blues?                                   
Lesson #2 of 5
	Grade 9

 AMG 10, Guitar

	Minds On                                            Approximately  15 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Class

Lead a graffiti exercise asking students to brainstorm and list criteria for researching a blues musician (i.e. musical background, musical accomplishments, family history/background, etc.). Teacher Prompt:  What do we want to learn about each musician and their music?  

Have students also brainstorm ideas of how they can relate the elements of music to a musical selection performed by their musician.  

Work with students to co-construct a peer research review checklist BLM 4 My BLUES Musician Peer Review Checklist and a rubric Teacher Resource 6 Who Plays the Blues Sample Rubric to be used for assessment of the class presentation.  

Check for prior knowledge of citing sources. 


	Assessment for Learning (AfL)

· Check for understanding of the goal(s) of the assignment.

· Check for understanding of citing of sources

· Research Template

Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

· Co-construct Peer Research Checklist
· Co-construct rubric for presentation

Differentiation (DI)

Explicitly identify planned differentiation of content, process, product based on readiness, interest or learning preference—in Minds On, Action! and Consolidation.
Quick Tip

Provide alternatives, additional suggestions for scaffolding, other considerations, or links to guides.

Link and Layer

Link to prior learning (e.g., make explicit links to expectations students have already demonstrated).

Hyperlinks in the Lesson

· Teacher Resource 3 Blues Musician Selection Cards

· 
BLM 4 My BLUES Musician Peer Review Checklist  
· 
Teacher Resource 5 Research Signup Sheet
· 
Teacher Resource 6 Assessment Rubric for presentation

· 
BLM 5 Research Template
· 
BLM 6 Listening log 




	Action!         

It is assumed that this section will take place over a number of class periods.  Approximately 2 research periods of 30 minutes each + 10 minutes peer review + 5 minutes each student for teacher /student conference

Grand Total:  170 minutes
	

	Individual>Pairs>Individual

Give students time to research using web-based & print sources.  Have students use the BLM 5 Research Template to assist with gathering pertinent information.  This template will also be given to the teacher during the teacher/student conference.  

Take the information gathered during the graffiti exercise and create a checklist to be used for peer editing/review stage of this project.  Hand this checklist out to the students during the 1st research period.

Following the 2nd research period, have students pair up and each student will use the BLM 4 Peer Review Research Checklist and review the research done by their partner.  Have each student hand in each checklist sheet to you to provide further feedback/guidance to each student during the teacher/student conference in advance of the presentation dates.

Meet with each student to conference about research.

	

	Consolidation        Approximately  15 minutes for each student 

Grand total of ~ 420 Minutes
	

	Individual>Whole Class

Have students present their musician to the class selecting one of many formats (PowerPoint, bulletin board display, video, etc.) 

Have students also share one musical selection by their musician providing the students the opportunity to complete a BLM 6 Listening Log - each student presenting will also discuss the elements of music as they relate to their musical selection.
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