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Teacher Resource 2

General Blues Characteristics
Melody

· Use of ‘blue notes’ – flattened 3rd & 7th 
· Bending of notes (i.e. pitch bending)
· Lyrics – 3-line stanza in which the 2nd line repeats the 1st
Harmony
· 3 principal chords played

· I
IV
V

Rhythm

· Shuffle / swung

· Most often in 4/4 time
Timbre

· Simple instruments

· Vocals / guitar / drums / bass
Texture

· Thin texture – doesn’t usually have many parts occurring at the same time
Form

· 12-bar structure

· Call & response between the music & lyrics
Grade 9 Open Guitar Music AMG 10 Lesson 1

Ontario Music Educators’ Association www.omea.on.ca

