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	Focus Course Outline
	Grade: 9
	Course Code: AMV1O

	Course Critical Learnings

	Creating and Performing
	Reflecting, Responding, Analyzing
	Foundations

	Apply the Creative Process
 -when singing with the class and in unison, two or three parts with accurate intonation
- when composing using limited pitches of doh to sol and simple rhythms in a range suitable for their voices

Apply the Elements of Music

- will be able to sing the correct notes, in tune and with dynamics

- will be able to compose a simple song in one or two parts using limited pitches and rhythms

Demonstrate Techniques and Technologies

- can sing in tune and is able to sight sing short simple melodic phrases
- is able to notate compositions using available technology
	Apply the critical analysis process

- through regular guided listening lessons and individual and group responses that can be written or oral

- be able to recognize different vocal styles and how they can applied to different situations

Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between music and Society

  - such as folk songs relating to specific cultures
- by listening to variety of vocal music such as madrigals, lieder or opera excerpts

Demonstrate an understanding of the skills and personal growth needed for a successful musician

- reflect both orally and in writing how singing has affected their self confidence and their views of others and other cultures

- using a variety of reflective activities and portfolio tools

  Identify music connections beyond the classroom 

  -by being aware of good vocal health 

- by connecting to community choirs, composers, vocalists


	Demonstrate an understanding of theory and terminology
- be able to sing and identify major, natural minor scales and major arpeggios

- be able to sing at sight and through practice simple melodic and rhythmic patterns

Demonstrate an understanding of the history of musical forms

- through regular listening lessons focused oh choral music

Demonstrate use of responsible practices in music

  - through good vocal health and an understanding of the parts of the body used in singing
- practicing good audience etiquette



	Resources

	Print and Website Resources
· Variety of vocal and choral repertoire 

· OMEA Creative Process Poster

· “Sing at First Sight” by Beck, Surmani, Lewis

· “Complete Choral Warmup” by R. Robinson & J. Althouse


	· www.cpdl.org – free choral music in the public domain
	· “Theory Worksheets for Beginning Band” by D. Gagne
· “Alfred’s Essentials of Music Theory” by A&K Sumani, M. Manus



	Audio/Video resources
· “Teaching Music Through Performance in Choir” published by GIA Publications
	· Resources by Sharon Fitzsimmins
· Naxos recordings (Jim: do you have the link to the new OSAPAC site?)
	

	Other resources

	
	· Finale 2004 software

	Instructional Strategies

	Personal reflections
Popcorn sharing

Three Step Interview

Rote Singing

Think/Pair/Share
Round Robin

Academic Controversy

Venn Diagrams

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down


	Glossary of Terms Specific to This Focus Course

	Terms & Definitions from Document
Solfege

Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass

Elements of Music: melody, rhythm, harmony, form, timbre, texture, dynamics

Diaphragm

Dissonance, Consonance

	Assessment and Evaluation Strategies

	Assessment FOR Learning
	Assessment AS Learning
	Assessment OF Learning

	Self, Peer Assessment
Teacher directed group work

Class discussion
	Self, Peer Assessment
Self Checking using technology

Graphic organizers
	Performance Evaluations
Rubrics

	Activities/Units/Assignments

	Lesson One: Introduction to Vocal and Choral Music
Expectations: A1, A1.1, A2, A2.1, A3, A3.1, B3, B3.2, C3, C3.1
Learning to read choral music is a new skill for many music students. In this lesson the students will learn to navigate a choral score and reinforce their note reading skills. The class will also learn how to produce a good tone with proper warm-ups and exercises.

Lesson Two: Learning to Sight Read Rhythms
Expectations: C1, C1.1
Understanding rhythms is a crucial part of all types of music. All music students will benefit from learning an effective counting system and transferring that skill to all of their studies and repertoire.

Lesson Three: Learning to Use Solfege and to Sight Sing
Expectations: A2, A2.1, A3, A3.1
Solfege is the fingering chart for singers. The students will use solfege to sight read simple passages and transfer the skill to their repertoire. A Three Step Interview is used for peer assessment.

Lesson Four: Concert Review
Expectations: B1, B1.1, B1.2, C3, C3.2
Using their critical analysis skills, students will write a concert review. Concert etiquette is reviewed as well as the elements of music. The students will use a template to help them write a newspaper article.

Lesson Five: Comparative Listening Lesson
Expectations: B1, B1.1, C1, C1.1
Students will listen to different versions of the same song and compare them using a Venn diagram. The elements of music will be reviewed through the critical analysis process.




