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	Title:  Arranging a small ensemble work for performance at a Holiday Concert      Lesson #1
	AME, Small Ensemble

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Students will manipulate the elements of music when applying stages of the creative process to arrange a pre-existing work for performance by a small ensemble.  
Use technology (i.e. computer notation software) to notate a work for small ensemble.


	Can students arrange a holiday piece as a starting point for the creative process? 
Can students plan and focus their arrangement of the elements of music to reflect the character of the piece they are arranging?
Can students use computer notation software to realize a pre-existing piece for a unique small ensemble?
Can students refine and revise as well as reflect and evaluate when arranging for small ensemble?

	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	A2. The Elements of Music: apply the elements of music when performing notated and improvised

music and composing and/or arranging music;

A2.3 apply the elements of music and related concepts appropriately and effectively when composing and/or arranging music in a variety

of forms

A3. Techniques and Technologies: use a range of techniques and technological tools in a variety of

applications relating to music.

A3.3 use a variety of current technologies in various applications related to music, including composing, arranging, performing, and/orrecording music
	 (Unpacked Expectations)

· I can use notation software to arrange a pre-existing piece for small ensemble.
· I can use the creative process to guide my work.



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness
Students need to understand the stages of the creative process, and be familiar with the elements of music and written notation.

Students should also be familiar with basic techniques for arranging a simple piano piece for 4 parts.

Students should be familiar with and able to apply the principles of transposition. 

Terminology

Creative Process
Arranging

Notation Software
	Materials

· Finale Notation Software
· Use of a computer lab

· The OMEA creative process poster
· Merry Christmas Songbook (Reader’s Digest) or similar collection of Christmas carols for piano (or vocal, piano, guitar) or other appropriate songs in similar voicings that the students can arrange.



	Title:  Arranging a small ensemble work for performance at a Holiday Concert           
Lesson #1
	AME, Small Ensemble

	Minds On                                             Approximately  60 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Group

Remind students of what we have been learning in class: the stages of the creative process (using the poster in the classroom) simple expansion of a piano piece for 4 parts, transposing for the instruments in our class.

Share Learning Goals: Let students know that, in this lesson, they will be following the creative process while using arrangement techniques to arrange a Christmas carol for performance by a small ensemble using the Finale notation software.

Suggestion: Get students excited about this activity by telling them that their arrangements will be performed publicly. 
Assess students’ prior learning through questioning (“What is the first stage of the creative process?”, “What is the transposition for Bb Clarinet?”, etc). 
Direct students to choose a piece from the Merry Christmas Songbook (or similar) that they would like to arrange.
Teacher should arrange for students to have their own copy of the piece they will be arranging, in piano score (or piano/vocal/guitar score).  
	Assessment for (prior) Learning (AfL)
-3 finger assessment

-Entrance tickets
Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

-Questioning

-Quizzes

-Graphic Organizers
Link assessment and instruction. 

Identify 

· opportunities for assessment—in Minds On, Action! and Consolidation

· what will be assessed

· an appropriate assessment strategy

· an appropriate assessment tool. 

Differentiation (DI)

Explicitly identify planned differentiation of content, process, product based on readiness, interest or learning preference—in Minds On, Action! and Consolidation.
Quick Tip
Provide alternatives, additional suggestions for scaffolding, other considerations, or links to guides.

Link and Layer

· Students should have an understanding of the Creative Process.

· Students should have experience arranging simple pieces from piano score to instrumental score

Hyperlinks in the Lesson
Creative Process Chart


	Action!                                                Approximately 150 minutes
	

	Small Groups/Pairs

Challenging/Inspiring: Think-Pair-Share activity (20 minutes)

Students will be asked to brainstorm the process for arranging a piece for small ensemble. “What would the first step be? At what point should we revise or edit? How can we incorporate our own creativity?” Students should think about their answer, share with a partner, and then share with the class.  Teacher will record answers to develop a progress chart for the class.  
Focusing/Planning: Individual Activity

Students will start to arrange their piece with or without notation software. Should begin by deciding appropriate parts for each instrument in the ensemble (melodic line, harmony, bass, etc) and then adding additional elements such as dynamics, articulations, etc.

Students will arrange their piece using notation software such as Finale in a computer lab. Teacher will offer ongoing feedback as piece is arranged through listening and/or viewing progress on computer. 

Students will revise/edit their work on an ongoing basis through peer and teacher feedback and aural analysis of piece once entered into notation program and/or rehearsed by ensemble.

Rehearsal of Piece: Small Group Activity
Students will rehearse the arranged piece, once completed using notation software, working together to realize the elements of music in an appropriate manner. 

Performance of Piece Group performance 

Piece will be performed by small ensemble at a Holiday Concert. Concert may also be recorded digitally for reference and assessment.

	

	Consolidation                                     Approximately  30 minutes
	

	Reflection Journal:  Students will reflect on their application of the creative process, rehearsal time, and performance techniques with regards to their arrangement of a Christmas carol.  Students will evaluate their own arrangement skills, acceptance of both peer and teacher feedback, and success in realizing the elements of music through rehearsal and performance.

Class Discussion:   Students will listen to the recorded performance of their pieces and aurally analyze each other’s pieces.  Students should comment on the effectiveness of each arrangement as well as how successfully each piece was realized.  Students should use terminology appropriate to the course and grade level.
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