[image: image1.jpg]The Ontario Music Educators' Association







	Focus Course Profile
Small Ensemble
	Grades
9-12
	Course Code
AME

	Course Critical Learnings

	Creating and Performing
Creative Process
	Reflecting, Responding, Analyzing
Critical Process
	Foundations
Theory, form, history

	The Creative Process: 
· Explore the unique subtleties of balance and blend through small ensemble performance
The Elements of Music: 

· Apply the elements of music when creating and/or arranging a short work for ensemble
Techniques and Technologies
· Use computer notation software such as Finale to create and arrange music for performance in a group. Also use a variety of current technologies to record and distribute a personal performance. 

· Demonstrate technical skill when performing notated music in a small ensemble (i.e. breathing, posture, instrument specific techniques).
	The Critical Analysis Process:
· Deconstruct the elements of music through chamber score study
Music and Society:
· Describe socio-economic influences on the chamber works of a specific time period
Skills and Personal Growth:

· Appreciate the musical opinions, preferences and creative abilities of others
· Use technologies to review and assess personal performances
Connections Beyond the Class:

· Assess their interests, skills and knowledge in relation to continuing musical study and/or music-related careers such as professional chamber ensembles.
	Theory and Terminology:
· Aurally recognize and describe using appropriate terminology the elements of music when listening to chamber music (i.e. melody, harmony, rhythm, form, texture, timbre, dynamics/articulations).
Characteristics and Development of Musical Forms:
· Analyze, research and report on the characteristics of small ensemble repertoire in traditional and contemporary music.
Conventions and Responsible Practices:
· Demonstrate proper etiquette when rehearsing and performing in a small group setting (i.e interpersonal skills, group leadership roles, etc) .

	Resources

	Print and Website Resources
Eighth Note Publications
“For All” Books

Group Leadership Roles (Howard and Sue Lamb, authors from United Nations Institute for Training and Research)
	
	The Recorder (articles specific to small ensemble performance)
An Earful and Everything But the Kitchen Sink by Sharon Fitzsimmins

	Audio/Video resources
	Canadian Brass recordings and videos
Cadence “ “
Canadian Chamber Ensemble
Penderecki  String Quartet
Recordings of any amateur or professional small ensemble group. 


	

	Other resources
Appropriate notation software such as Finale, Sibelius, etc.

	Portable Digital Recorder
Attend a live performance of a chamber ensemble such as the Canadian Brass, Canadian Chamber Ensemble, etc.
	

	Instructional Strategies

	Project-based learning
Think-pair-share

Group roles: Positive Interdependence

Concept Attainment

Reflection and Process Journals

Problem-solving activities

Classroom Discussions




	Glossary of Terms Specific to This Focus Course

	-See Glossary for AMI

	Assessment and Evaluation Strategies

	Assessment FOR Learning
	Assessment AS Learning
	Assessment OF Learning

	Self-Assessments
· Reflection Journals

· 5 Finger Understanding

· Red light, green light

Group/Peer assessment

· Listening to  and reflecting on recordings of personal performances
Co-constructing criteria for assessment

Co-constructing assessment tools
Aurally analyzing performances of a professional chamber ensemble.
	· Peer feedback
· Listening to recordings of personal performances

· Teacher-student-group interviews

· Group rehearsal reflections

· Creative  Process puzzle
· Classroom Discussions
	· Co-constructed rubrics, checklists and guides
· Written analysis of performances, both recorded and live
· Recorded personal performances portfolio

· Student-created score of small-ensemble arrangement



	Activities/Units/Assignments

	· Perform works from a variety of musical periods in a variety of styles

· Identify and develop interpersonal skills necessary for working within small ensembles.   
· Identify and develop the non-musical skills required to prepare for a major performance (i.e. Musicfest, Kiwanis Festival, etc).

· Arrange a short work for performance by a small ensemble at a Holiday concert

· Record and distribute a personal performance using a variety of technologies and distribution methods

· Compose a short work for performance by a small ensemble

· Research a professional chamber ensemble and attend a live performance. Analyze performance using the elements of music as well as make connections to careers within music.
· Written analysis and deconstruction of the elements of music through chamber score study


