SECONDARY SUPPORTS 
Course Profiles/Overviews 

Music For Creating (AMC) Grade 9 

Music For Creating (AMC) Grade 10

Music For Creating (AMC) Grade 11

Music For Creating (AMC) Grade 12

Music & Computers (AMM) Grade 9/10

Music & Computers (AMM) Grade 11/12

Small Ensemble  (AME)
Guitar (AMG) Grade 9 
Guitar (AMG) Grade 10

Guitar (AMG) Grade 11

Guitar (AMG) Grade 12

Repertoire (AMR)
Keyboarding (AMK) Grade 9

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion (AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP) Grade 9 

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion (AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP) Grade 10

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion (AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP) Grade 11

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion (AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP) Grade 12
Music Theatre (AMT) Grade 11 
Stage Band (Jazz) (AMH) Grade 9 




Stage Band (Jazz) (AMH) Grade 11






Strings / Orchestra (AMS/AMO) Grade 9

Strings / Orchestra (AMS/AMO) Grade 10

Strings / Orchestra (AMS/AMO) Grade 11

Strings / Orchestra (AMS/AMO) Grade 12

Vocal (AMV) Grade 9

Vocal (AMV) Grade 10

Vocal (AMV) Grade 11

Vocal (AMV) Grade 12

Workplace Preparation (AME) Grade 12


Lessons were created for each of the above mentioned Focus Courses.  The exact 

number of lessons is included with the description of each lesson and/or unit. 

(length of lesson varies)
Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 9 



Lesson 1 of 4
Creating Percussion                             
                                     
Inspired by STOMP, this lesson explores sound and rhythm by ear through improvisation with “found” percussion instruments. Activities include 8 beat solos using body percussion, pattern creation using just sounds made by the hands. Notated “starter rhythm” patterns are included in the lesson to provide the basis for rhythmic improvisation, timbral variation, and motivic development. 
Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 9                          

 Lesson 2 of 4
Exploring Sound





Inspired by the WORLD SOUNDSCAPE PROJECT, this lesson explores and creates experiences of “environmental” sound, first through listening to, describing and graphically notating, the sounds in the present environment. This is then carried into improvisations that “create” fictional environments through student-created sounds. Sound motive, form and development are discussed in the process of creating these soundscapes. Final thoughts turn to issues of public health and the toxic soundscapes of noise pollution.
Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 9                


Lesson 3 of 4
Sound and Rhythm





Inspired by CLAPPING MUSIC by American composer, Steve Reich, this lesson develops a strong sense of pulse and rhythmic precision. Students work with a 12 beat cycle to create their own rhythmic patterns, superimposed on pulses of 3, 4 and 6 beats. Strategies for developing a repeating pattern through timbral change, erasure and rotation are discussed/demonstrated. The lesson concludes with a group polyrhythmic improvisation.

Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 9                           

Lesson 4 of 4
Your Composition





The culmination of this Unit is to compose a work for found percussion. Comparing percussion compositions by STOMP and Edgar Varése (Ionisation), students embark on creating and notating their own percussion composition. The class Jigsaws concepts and skills that have been developed by previous unit lessons, such as The Elements of Sound, timbral exploration, soundscapes, graphic notation, polyrhythm and notational methods. The Creative Process is also experienced, stage by stage. A general compositional plan is provided to all groups to act as a guide, template for formal scheme.

Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 10



5 Lesson Unit

Program Music  
                                                                      
In this 5 lesson unit, students will explore the use of motif in musical settings through improvisation and short compositions to communicate an idea or series of ideas in a story format.  The unit includes an exploration of orchestration.

Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 11




5 Lesson Unit

Compositions for Film                                                                
This unit is focused on Audio & Visual connections.  Using film as the spine of the unit, we will demonstrate the co-ordination of Audio & Visual components in music notation, creation and inter-disciplinary works.  
Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 12



Lesson 1 of 5

Creating with Text 




This lesson opens up the expressive world of text-setting and performance. How do vocal nuances of dynamic, articulation, range, inflection and timing affect our sense of the “meaning” of the words? Activities include improvised interpretations of a simple line of text to cover the entire range of emotions. Students are then given short lines of engaging metred and unmetered text to set for solo voice using graphic and standard notation. The results are then performed and discussed.

Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 12 



Lesson 2 of 5

The Melodic Line



                                      


In this lesson, we ponder the question: When is line of music a “melody?”

Beginning with the class’ favourite melodies, we consider shape, form, internal structure and try to write a well-loved one down (Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star) by ear. Then we study this melody’s form, motivic structure.

Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 12                                     Lesson 3 of 5

The Harmonic “Environment”


In this lesson, we consider the “chicken and egg” question of melody and harmony: which comes first? In what ways do they work together? Through analysis of classic exemplars, students come to see that great melodies exhibit consistent harmonic characteristics and that harmonic progressions are the products of scalar connections. Students build harmonic progressions with harmonic rhythm and phrase structure. Students then graft a vocal setting of the whimsical text of The Walrus and the Carpenter onto their harmonic progression, following a few simple steps.
Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 12                         

 Lesson 4 of 5

Text and The Creative Process




Using a poetic text as inspiration for a new composition, we examine the creative process (as illustrated in the OMEA Anchor chart), offering questions and answers that may arise as we move through each of its 8 stages. Whether the poem is set as a song, or used as the scaffold for instrumental music, the experience of envisioning, generating, gathering, developing and editing is similar. Students learn to Brainstorm, use Concept Formation, generate a Compositional Plan, apply compositional devices, and use a form of notation to record you ideas, build musical phrases and notate your composition with an appropriate notation.

Music For Creating  AMC  Grade 12 



Lesson 5 of 5

Drama in Music



                                     
As the culminating lesson of this Unit, students bring together several layers of knowledge and skill: 

• text-setting for voice; melodic writing to convey character;

• harmonic writing to set mood and support emotional situation; 

• use of the creative process to generate and develop ideas; and 

• applications of notation to record the composition and communicate intention to musical interpreters. 

Students study musical “character” as found in leitmotivs by Wagner or Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf. Students also watch dramatic scenes from opera, to listen for shifts in character and situation and how these are expressed through the vocal writing and its instrumental accompaniment. Students then select an excerpt from a play and set it as a short scene of musicdrama. Finally, these new compositions are presented and discussed.
Music & Computers  AMM  Grade 9/10



4 Lesson Unit

Elemental Composing                                                               
This series of lessons introduces the Elements of Music using the Creative Process. Students are introduced to the Elements through listening and exploration, and then use composition software to create a series of increasingly complex composition centering on Rhythm, Melody, Harmony and Texture.

Music & Computers  AMM  Grade 9/10 



Single Lesson

Destination Map 
                                                                    

Students will explore different pathways that will lead them to graduation and either a career in or additional studies in music.  They will research additional musical learning opportunities outside of school that will help them prepare for the different pathways.  Students will also create a music specific resume and plan work-related experiences and/or part-time jobs that will support their pathways.

Music & Computers  AMM  Grade 11/12 


Single Lesson

Digital Recording, Editing, & Sequencing                              
Students will use available digital recording and editing software to create an original composition, following the techniques of one of the four compositional techniques studied.  Students will investigate copyright law in Canada in order to defend their use of sampling of other musician’s creative work.  Students will use incorporate feedback from others to further refine and improve their compositions. 

Music & Computers  AMM  Grade 11/12 


Single Lesson   

Creating a Live CD                                                                     
Students will use available technology to record, edit, and mix a live performance in order to produce a CD for distribution.  In the process, students will investigate their legal responsibilities associated with the production of a live recording.

Music & Computers  AMM  Grade 11/12 


Single Lesson   

Solo/Ensemble Accompaniment                                               
Students will use available digital recording and editing software to create an accompaniment for a solo or group performance.  Students will become aware of their legal responsibilities as an arranger and ensure they do not break any copyright laws.

Music & Computers  AMM  Grade 11/12 


Single Lesson   

20th Century Explorations                                                          
Students pick a musical movement or genre from the 20th Century and using the skills of inquiry and critical thinking, research and present information about it. Students also compose a piece in the style of their chosen genre using notation software, highlighting particularly salient features of this movement.

Small Ensemble  AME  
ANY Grade



Single Lesson
Arranging a Small Ensemble Piece for Performance at a Concert         

Students will arrange a pre-existing piece (such as a Christmas carol) for performance by their small ensemble group.  Students will use technology and the creative process to create their arrangements.

Small Ensemble  AME  ANY Grade



Single Lesson
Developing Successful Interpersonal Skills in Small Ensembles               
Students will identify and develop interpersonal skills such as conflict management, social awareness and a sense of humour to improve their performance in small ensembles.

Small Ensemble  AME  ANY Grade  



Single Lesson
Developing Leadership Skills in Small Ensembles                                      
Students will identify several leadership styles such as autocratic, delegative and laissez-faire and learn to develop their own leadership style to contribute to the success of a small ensemble. 
Guitar  AMG  Grade 9





5 Lesson Unit

The Blues                                                                                     
Throughout these 5 lessons, students will be exploring the elements of music through the blues.  Students will have the opportunity to expand their knowledge through listening and research activities related to blues music and musicians.  Performance and theory will come together while the students learn how to write blues scales and blues chord progressions and finally improvise their own creation. 

Guitar  AMG  Grade 10





3 Lesson Unit

Arranging for the Small Ensemble                                          

Using the creative process and available technologies, students will create their own small ensemble guitar arrangement of a familiar tune.

Guitar  AMG  Grade 10 





Single Lesson
How’s Your Hearing?                                                                

Students will develop an understanding of the health risks potentially associated with listening to music (live & recorded).

Guitar  AMG  Grade 10 





Single Lesson

Copyright Debate                                                                      

Students will research & debate copyright laws in Canada associated with downloading and digital sharing of files.  

Guitar  AMG  Grade 11





5 Lesson Unit

Exploring Flamenco Style Guitar                                              
In this 5 lesson unit students will explore and learn how the Elements of Music are utilized in Flamenco Style Guitar. Students will watch and listen to Flamenco performers, make observations, develop technical facility, apply appropriate vocabulary, develop improvisation skills, compose and perform solos and duets in the Flamenco style.

Guitar  AMG  Grade 12





2 Lesson Unit

Exploring Bossa Nova Style Guitar                                           

In these two lessons students will explore and learn how the Elements of Music are utilized in Bossa Nova Style Guitar. Students will watch and listen to Bossa Nova performers with the aim to accurately develop the left and right hand techniques, bass lines and extended chord forms of the Bossa Nova style

Guitar  AMG  Grade 12





3 Lesson Unit

Composing/Arranging For Guitar Ensemble                            

In these three lessons students will explore and learn how the Elements of Music are applied in arranging and composing for Guitar Ensemble. Through listening, performing, harmonic and melodic analysis students will be guided in a step-by-step process in creating their own individual quartet arrangement of an established piece of solo guitar repertoire by Classical Era composer/guitarist Ferdinand Carulli

Stage Band  AMH  Grade 9 




5 Lesson Unit
An Exploration of Jazz Styles and Improvisation Techniques
Students will develop their listening & performance skills as they relate to jazz.  Lessons include: 

Discovering Jazz, Swing, Latin, Blues, Funk and Rock
Stage Band  AMH  Grade 11




4 Lesson Unit
An Exploration of Jazz Styles and Improvisation Techniques
Students will explore a variety of Jazz styles while focussing on more advanced improvisation techniques.  
Lessons include:

Chords, Progressions and Major Scales; Modal Scales; Rhythm Changes; II -V - I 
Progressions

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 9    Single Lesson
Personal Listening History                                                        

In this lesson students catalogue the unique phases of their personal listening history and examine the factors that have influenced their musical choices.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 9 Single Lesson

Using the Creative Process to compose and perform a theme and variations.                                               

Students will use and apply the creative process to create and perform a musical composition in theme and variation form for a small group of instruments.

Students will use the elements of music to create a set of variations to either a given theme or an original theme using tiered differentiated learning.  
Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 9 Single Lesson

Recording an Instrumental Performance for Self-Assessment

Students will work together to create criteria for self-assessment of a performance and then will apply this checklist to assessment to a recording of themselves.  
Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 9 Lesson 1 of 3
Exploring the History of Form In Music:  Aural/Oral Traditions                   
Through interactive group activities, discussion, listening and analysis students will understand the concept of aural/oral traditions and how music moves with people.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 9 Lesson 2 of 3
Exploring the History of Form In Music:  Ostinato                                         
Through exploration, small group activities, listening and composition, students will learn to identify and create both melodic and rhythmic ostinato.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 9 Lesson 3 of 3
Exploring the History of Form In Music:  Call and Response                        
Through active participation, listening and application students will understand the concept of Call and Response and be able to compose within the call and response format.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 10 Single Lesson

Music Inspired by Historical Events
Through reflection and analysis, students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between music and Society by exploring the musical response to a key historical event.  Understand how societal events can lead to the first step of the creative process (i.e.challenging and inspiring).
Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 10 Single Lesson
Accompaniment Software
Students will demonstrate techniques and technologies by using Band-In-A-Box accompaniment software to create a rhythmic accompaniment to an etude or solo. They will explore familiar and unfamiliar musical styles and discuss how rhythm is used in each. They will evaluate and reflect on their performances with their chosen accompaniments.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 10 Single Lesson
Record a Duet
Students will demonstrate techniques and technologies by performing a duet live with a recording of themselves playing the accompanying duet part. They will co-construct a rubric to use in their practice time, use computer software such as Audacity to record, share their duet performances with each other, and reflect on their performances.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 10 Single Lesson

Celebrity Playlist
In this lesson students will create their own “celebrity playlist” listing their ten favourite pieces of music.  Students will recognize that both musical and non-musical factors can influence their listening preferences.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 10 3 Lesson Unit

Fun with Fugues!                                                                       
Explore, perform and analyze fugues through choral speaking and band repertoire.  Students will then, using the creative and analytical processes, create their own fugue in small groups using a set of world drums or percussion instruments. 

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 11 Single Lesson
Play Along Track
Students will demonstrate techniques and technologies by using Finale 2008 notation software to create a play-along track to support the learning of difficult repertoire. They will monitor the process and degree of success of their practicing through the use of a practice log.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 11 Single Lesson
Audition Inquiry                                                                        
Here students research the audition requirements for a local university, college, performing ensemble or music theatre company. After comparing the requirements to their current abilities, an action plan is created to improve their skills to meet the audition requirements at graduation.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 11 Single Lesson 
Connections Beyond the Classroom:   A community events calendar
Students will explore the variety of concerts, and musical events available to the community in which they live and post these events on a living calendar in the music room.   They will analyse and have insights into the importance of community musical involvement.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 11 Single Lesson
Connections Beyond the Classroom:   Writing a Public Service Announcement
Students will be divided into groups to create a Public Service announcement for a music event in their school, or  an announcement  that they have a  small instrumental combo available for performing at senior homes and hospitals as part of their community service hours or students can create a PSA for a community group in which they participate.  Students will use technology and literacy skills, and the critical analysis and creative processes for thee activities.
Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 11 Single Lesson
Exploring the Art of Cover Songs 

Students will apply the critical analysis process by comparing and contrasting original musical works with one or more cover versions of the same musical work.  Students will develop an understanding of how the elements of music can be manipulated to create different versions of the same song.  
Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 12 Single Lesson
Mock Audition

In this lesson students prepare an audition that meets a local university or college’s performance and theory requirements. A mock entrance interview takes place with another classmate and students share questions and appropriate answers.

Instrumental, Woodwind, Brass & Percussion  AMI, AMW, AMB, AMP  Grade 12 Single Lesson

Cover Tune Inquiry

Through obtaining the mechanical rights to create an imaginary cover version of an existing song by an artist of their choice, the role of agencies such SOCAN, the CMRRA, and SODRAC is explored.
Keyboard  AMK  Grade 9 





Single Lesson

Familiarization with the keyboard                                            
Students will have the opportunity to find out about their keyboard share their discoveries, and learn basic keyboard elements:  Students will, relationship between keys, key names, hand & body position.  Students will compose their first piece.

Keyboard  AMK  Grade 9 





Single Lesson

Composition on the Keyboard                                                  

Students will learn the basics of Finale, and find out about the elements of music and how they relate on the keyboard. Taking their first composition from lesson one, they will enter it into the composition program.

Keyboard  AMK  Grade 9 





Single Lesson

Arranging Your Composition for Keyboard                            

Students will jigsaw different forms of music and review basic composition steps and elements of music.  The concept of ostinato and block chord/triads will be introduced.  Students will compose and perform their first composition on Finale.

Keyboard  AMK  Grade 9 





Single Lesson

Creation of Keyboard Music                                                     

Through think-pair-share, students will determine what they would like to find out about the keyboard, co-construct research questions and look-for’s.  Students are given time to discover the keyboard, and present their findings in a creative manner.

Keyboard  AMK  Grade 9 





Single Lesson

Musical Canadian Keyboardist                                                 

Students will explore the role of keyboard music in our communities and discuss where keyboard players perform and co-construct research and interview questions.  Students will seek out local keyboardist and perform interview, then present findings in a creative manner.
Musical Theatre   






Single Lesson
This detailed lesson is designed to help music teachers establish the creative environment for a successful show.

Repertoire  AMR ANY GRADE
Large Performance Ensemble

The repertoire course outline and lesson plans have been designed to support the large performance ensemble.  The lessons are generally non-performance in nature to avoid overlapping with the specific discipline music courses (AMI, AMV, AMS, AMG).

Single Lesson

Discovering Form and Contemporary Techniques through Performance Repertoire
This lesson utilizes the critical analysis process to allow students to discover form and contemporary music techniques through the performance of repertoire.

Repertoire  AMR ANY GRADE
Large Performance Ensemble

The repertoire course outline and lesson plans have been designed to support the large performance ensemble.  The lessons are generally non-performance in nature to avoid overlapping with the specific discipline music courses (AMI, AMV, AMS, AMG).

Single Lesson

Developing Large Ensemble Interpersonal Skills                   
This lesson allows students to identity and understand interpersonal skills and how these skills can contribute to the successful rehearsal of a performance ensemble.

Repertoire  AMR ANY GRADE
Large Performance Ensemble

The repertoire course outline and lesson plans have been designed to support the large performance ensemble.  The lessons are generally non-performance in nature to avoid overlapping with the specific discipline music courses (AMI, AMV, AMS, AMG).

Single Lesson

Identify Leadership Styles and the Impact on the Performance Ensemble

This lesson allows students to identity and understand leadership skills and the impact of these skills on the performance ensemble.
Repertoire  AMR ANY GRADE
Large Performance Ensemble

The repertoire course outline and lesson plans have been designed to support the large performance ensemble.  The lessons are generally non-performance in nature to avoid overlapping with the specific discipline music courses (AMI, AMV, AMS, AMG).

Single Lesson
Identifying and Demonstrating the Non-musical Skills          

This lesson allows students to identify and demonstrate the non-musical skills required to create a successful performance.

Repertoire  AMR ANY GRADE
Large Performance Ensemble

The repertoire course outline and lesson plans have been designed to support the large performance ensemble.  The lessons are generally non-performance in nature to avoid overlapping with the specific discipline music courses (AMI, AMV, AMS, AMG).

Single Lesson

Understanding Compound Meters through Performance Repertoire

This lessons illustrates how a theory concept can be taught seamlessly through performance repertoire

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 9 


Single Lesson

Creating Music Using Graphic Notation                                  
Students use the creative process to experiment with sounds and techniques on their instruments. After being introduced to graphic notation they create, notate, and perform a group composition. 


Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 9 


Single Lesson

Commercials and Soundtracks                                               

Students will use the creative process to work through the stages of creating sound effects and music on stringed instruments to accompany commercials and/or film.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 9 


Single Lesson

Copyright                                                                                 

Students will develop an understanding of how important copyright is to continue the making of quality music in terms of performers, composers, and the music industry.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 9 


Single Lesson

Evolution of Stringed Instruments                                          

Students will develop an understanding of how traditional stringed instruments (violin/viola/cello/bass) have evolved and how this has changed performance practice and how compositions have progressed throughout the years.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 9 


Single Lesson

String Instruments of the World                                              
Students will develop an understanding of stringed instruments from cultures and countries that do not belong to the traditional western symphony orchestra.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 10 


Single Lesson

Performing in Simple and Compound Time                            

Students use the critical analysis process to guide the analysis and comparison of performance repertoire and recorded music in simple and compound time.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 10


2 Lesson Unit

Performing, Exploring, and Composing Pentatonic Music 
Performing Music based on a Pentatonic Scale

Exploring Pentatonic Music Through Listening
Composing using the Pentatonic Scale as a Foundation

Students use the creative process to explore, perform, and compose music based on the pentatonic scale. The critical analysis process is used to examine the use of the pentatonic scale through a variety of listening examples from Canada and around the world. 

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 10 


Single Lesson

Careers in Music                                                                         

Students use the creative process to develop a plan to continue music making and appreciating music after secondary school and examine possible career opportunities for string players in their community.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 11 


Single Lesson

String Player Health                                                                   

Students investigate methods and techniques that promote wellness in string playing. Common string player injuries, proper instrument position, posture, bow hold, and an appropriate warm-up routine are the focus.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 11


2 Lesson Unit

The Fugue                                                                                   

Introduction to Fugues through Performance
Analysing a Fugue   

Students investigate baroque performance practices, equal temperament, and repertoire by applying the stages of the creative process. The critical analysis process is applied when analysing and listening to fugues.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 11 


Single Lesson

Attending a Concert                                                                  

Students attend the concert of a professional musician(s) and write about the performance using specific musical terminology. Acceptable behaviour for specific concert venues is also investigated.
Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 11 


Single Lesson

The Postsecondary Music Portfolio                                         

Students research options for postsecondary music studies and create an audition portfolio. Elements of music appropriate for the style are applied to solos, studies, scales, and sight-reading.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 12 


Single Lesson

Artifacts of a Composer or Performer for a Museum of Music
Students will use the creative process to gather information and artifacts to have a better understanding of composers, their music, and the society in which they lived.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 12 


Single Lesson

Awards Show                                                                             

Students will use the creative process to brainstorm and research a stringed Canadian artist or composer to be nominated for their class’ Orchestra Hall of Fame in the category of lifetime achievement.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 12 


Single Lesson

Marketing String CD                                                                  

Students will use the creative process to create a Compact Disc recording of their performance, and develop a plan to promote the Compact Disc such as a coffee house or talent show night.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 12 


Single Lesson
Music Job Fair                                                                           
Students will use the creative process to research a job related to music, have hands-on experience job shadowing, and investigate opportunities to continue making music after secondary school education.

Strings / Orchestra  AMS / AMO  Grade 12 


Single Lesson

Twelve Tone Serialism Composition for String Orchestra
Students will use the creative process to develop and generate a twelve tone row, and create a composition for string orchestra using different ways to present the tone row.

Vocal  AMV  Grade 9 





Single Lesson

Choral Score Navigation                                                            

Learning to read choral music is a new skill for many music students. In this lesson the students will learn to navigate a choral score and reinforce their note reading skills. The class will also learn how to produce a good tone with proper warm-ups and exercises.

Vocal  AMV  Grade 9 





Single Lesson

Rhythms                                                                                      

Understanding rhythms is a crucial part of all types of music. All music students will benefit from learning an effective counting system and transferring that skill to all of their studies and repertoire.

Vocal  AMV  Grade 9 





Single Lesson

Solfege                                                                                        

Solfege is the fingering chart for singers. The students will use solfege to sight read simple passages and transfer the skill to their repertoire. A Three Step Interview is used for peer assessment
Vocal  AMV  Grade 9 





Single Lesson

Song Comparisons                                                                    

Students will listen to different versions of the same song and compare them using a Venn diagram. The elements of music will be reviewed through the critical analysis process.

Vocal  AMV  Grade 9 





Single Lesson

Concert Review                                                                          

Using their critical analysis skills, students will write a concert review. Concert etiquette is reviewed as well as the elements of music. The students will use a template to help them write a newspaper article.

Vocal  AMV  Grade 10





3 Lesson Unit

History                                                                                          
The students will sing and listen to a variety of repertoire from several historical periods. By actively experiencing the music they will discover important facts and stylistic characteristics of all of the musical periods. A variety of Instructional Intelligence strategies will be used to support their experiences.

Vocal  AMV  Grade 10 





Single Lesson

Arrangement                                                                              

Using current and appropriate technology the students will arrange a piece originally written for string ensemble for a small choral ensemble that they will also perform. 

Vocal  AMV  Grade 10 





Single Lesson

Opinion Piece                                                                             

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) is an important part of the Grade 10 year. In this lesson, students will complete a task to help prepare them for literacy test. They will write an opinion piece about their experience learning, rehearsing and performing a new solo piece.

Vocal  AMV  Grade 11





3 Lesson Unit

“Make It Sing!”                                                                            

This unit of three lessons walks students through the vocal composition process, and students learn to use appropriate Chord Tones and Non-Chord Tones effectively in combination with given chord progressions.  Warm-up and review strategies are included, and the culminating task asks students to use lyrics as the inspiration for a personal vocal composition.

Vocal  AMV  Grade 11 





Single Lesson

“Take a Stand and Sing!”                                                          

Students explore the world of social activism and civil rights.  Using the Critical Analysis Process, students analyse music written “for a cause.”  Culminating activities include a presentation of independent research and analysis, and individual performances of appropriate vocal selections based on the theme of Social Activism.

Vocal  AMV  Grade 11  Vocal




Single Lesson

“What’s Next?”                                                                           
Students explore the world of the professional music industry, beyond secondary school study.  In connection with professional musicians and/or organizations, students research and present a Music Job Fair.

Vocal  AMV  Grade 12





5 Lesson Unit
“It’s Recital Time”                                                                     

Students plan, prepare for, and present a final, year-end Vocal Recital.  Activities include: Critical Analysis of song selections, chord and structure analysis, interpretation of lyrics and historical background, research of audition requirements and processes for post-secondary options, and Recital preparation and presentation!”      

Critical Analysis Process





5 Lesson Unit
Units are based on music inspired by conflicts in the 20th and 21st century. Students investigate the Creative Process through planning and hosting a music related event from beginning to end.

Workplace Preparation  AMO 12E  Grade 12


6 Lesson Unit
The 12 E Units are an in-depth analysis of both the creative process and the critical analysis process for workplace focus learners.  The critical analysis unit focuses on the study of song lyrics inspired by social conflict.  The creative process unit focuses on the student lead planning of a musical event.  

