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Teacher Resource 7
Vocal “Character”

1. Pitch range, vocal timbre, and manner of delivery (dynamic, pacing, inflection, etc.)

2. Conveying the nature and meaning of the text.

3. Embodying the dramatic persona of a character in a situation: conveying their subjective motivations, emotional state, reactions to others, etc.

Text Setting

Steps

1. Speak the words, in character, underlining the stressed syllables. As you do, try to imagine and inwardly hear a singer singing the text.

2. Circle the vowels, keeping these in mind for melodic setting.

3. Using dynamic and articulation symbols, record your vocal-stylistic intentions.

4. Place pauses (commas, caesuras, fermatas, etc. indicating pace of declamation.

5. Metric notation approach: scan the text and notate an approximate rhythmic setting.

6. Spatial notation approach: Divide words into syllables and write them beneath the staff, spaced approximately as you intend them to be sung.

7. Keeping vocal range/passaggio in mind, the character and length of the vocal phrase and the locations of the vowels in mind, place noteheads above each syllable, indicating the intended pitch. 

8. Assuming an even pulse, assign note and rest values to the positions of your noteheads.

9. Optional: On a separate staff or staves below, make any rough notes, graphics, sketched chords or lines, etc. that you might use in an accompaniment.

10. Always sing your completed lines to test and refine pitch, note values and rests.

11. Add phrase marks, dynamics and articulations to the sketch now, while it is fresh in your mind. (Do these right away, these can always be reconsidered later, but are always easier to finalize based on your original, “in the moment” intentions).
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