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	Title:  The Argument      
Lesson #2
	Grade 10

AMC 2O, Music For Creating

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Students will explore the use of sound to convey a feeling or idea or strong emotion.
Students will identify various types of chamber ensembles.
	1. How will you use dynamics to convey your message? 
2. When will you use rhythm or pitch?  Will you use silence to create an effect?
3. How do performers communicate in chamber ensembles?

	Curriculum Expectations
	Learning Goals

	A1. The Creative Process: apply the stages of the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;

A1.1 apply the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music

A2. The Elements of Music: apply elements of music when performing notated and improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;

A2.2 manipulate the elements of music and related concepts appropriately when improvising

melodies and rhythms

A2.3 apply the elements of music and related concepts appropriately when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music

A3. Techniques and Technologies: use a variety of techniques and technological tools when performing music and composing and/or arranging music
A3.2 apply compositional techniques when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music

B1. The Critical Analysis Process: use the critical analysis process when responding to, analysing, reflecting on, and interpreting music;

B1.1 listen to selections that represent a variety of musical styles and genres, and describe and reflect on their responses to them 
	(Unpacked Expectations)

At the end of this lesson, I can:

· communicate a feeling or emotion musically
· identify ways in which performers communicate in chamber ensembles


	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Ability to work in groups
Completion of Lesson 1
Terminology

Chamber music

	Materials

Instruments or found sounds
Recordings of examples of chamber music composed for various ensembles

Handel Chamber Music
Vitamin String Quartet
BLM 3 The Best Composition Ever Written
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	Minds On                                    Approximately 10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Group Discussion

1. Write the following statement on the board:

“What is the best piece of music ever written?”

2. Create an argument to support your answer.

3. Have students share their choice of music and one strong argument for their choice.

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to communicate a feeling or emotion musically.
	Assessment for Learning (AfL)

Observation of ability to articulate ideas to support an argument

Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

Reflection on improvisation

Assessment of Learning (AoL)

Criteria of requirements of small group composition

Hyperlinks in Lesson

BLM 3 The Best Composition Ever Written




	Action!                                       Approximately 60 minutes
	

	Small Group - Pair activity
1. In pairs, have a verbal argument with a partner over a simple idea. For example, who will get the last piece of cake?
2. Using an instrument or found sound, transfer the argument to a sound exploration of the argument.
3. Teacher Prompts: 

“What did you notice about the improvisation?”

“Is there more than one way to argue?”

“How do different people argue?” (i.e. possible answers include: volume level, recurring ideas, slowing down, getting softer/louder, silence)

Small Group Activity – in groups of 4
1. Create a composition of an argument over the best piece of music ever written.

2. Include a melodic motif from each member’s selection of their chosen piece from the Warm-Up activity.
3. Use the handout to document the material that you will use in your composition. BLM 3 The Best Composition Ever Written

	

	Consolidation                           Approximately  20 minutes
	

	Whole Group Listening Activity
Listen to examples of compositions that illustrate an interplay between the players. (i.e., Charles Ives “Quarrel”, other examples of chamber music)
Watch a video of a chamber ensemble performance or attend a live performance of a chamber ensemble.

Teacher Prompts:
 “How do the players communicate with each other in the performance?”

“Does one of the musical lines dominate consistently throughout the performance?”

“How is the balance of the group controlled so that the listener is guided to the most important line?  Does that line change at times throughout the composition?”
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