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	Title:  What’s my motif?     
 Lesson #1
	Grade 10
AMC 2O, Music For Creating

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	Students will compose a melodic idea that characterizes their own personality as an introduction to their study of motifs and their use in literature and music.  
Students will identify effective compositional strategies in other students’ work.
	1. What are your personality strengths?  
2. How would your convey those characteristics musically? 
3. What elements of music do your peers use effectively in compositions?

	Curriculum Expectations

	A1. The Creative Process: apply the stages of the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;

A1.1 apply the creative process when performing notated and/or improvised music

A1.2 apply the creative process when composing and/or arranging music

A2. The Elements of Music: apply elements of music when performing notated and improvised music and composing and/or arranging music; 

A2.3 apply the elements of music and related concepts appropriately when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music

A3. Techniques and Technologies: use a variety of techniques and technological tools when performing music and composing and/or arranging music.

A3.2 apply compositional techniques when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music
	Learning Goals

(Unpacked Expectations)

At the end of this lesson, I can:

· use a musical motif to express a personality strength 
· use effective compositional strategies



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Imagination
Knowledge of the elements of music
Terminology

Motif
Leitmotif

Narrative motif

Musical motif

Musical cryptogram
	Materials

Personality assessment (use self assessment in Career Cruising)
A variety of instruments and/or found sounds

Finale 2008
Manuscript paper
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	Title:  What’s my motif?     

 Lesson #1
	Grade 10

AMC 2O, Music For Creating

	Minds On                                    Approximately 10 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Whole Group – Teacher Directed
1. Select a piece of literature that students would be studying in their English class.  
2. Teacher Prompt: “Is there a recurring idea, object, place or statement that recurs throughout the text/novel?”

3. Popcorn (find hyperlink) answers under headings of pieces of literature (eg. To Kill a Mockingbird – gothic details of unnatural snowfall, the fire that destroys Miss. Maudie’s house, the children’s superstitions about Boo Radley, the mad dog that Atticus shoots, and the aminous night of the Halloween party; Lord of the Flies – biblical parallels; Macbeth – use of blood)
4. Define the use of motifs in literature.

For example: from wikipedia

“In a narrative, such as a novel or a film, motifs themesare recurring structures, contrasts, or literary devices that can help to develop and inform the piece’s major . The narrative motif is the vehicle by means of which the narrative theme is conveyed.[1] The motif can be an idea, an object, a place or a statement.

A motif can also be used to connect different scenes or points in time in works such as Slaughter House Five or Fight Club. Fight Club contains a number of motifs used to organize the minimalist writing style of Palahniuk such as the rules of fight club.

A motif differs from a theme in that a theme is an idea set forth by a text, where a motif is a recurring element which symbolizes that idea. The motif can also be more like the central idea behind the theme, such as courage or loyalty”
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to express one of their own personality strengths as a musical motif.


	Assessment for Learning (AfL) Observation of answers of recurring ideas in text/novel; observation of student readiness in identifying a personality trait
Assessment as Learning

(AaL)

Collate a list of effective uses of the elements of music in creating motifs from reflecting on peers’ work
Reflection on compositions of peers – guided questions

Hyperlinks in the Lesson

Popcorn
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BLM 2 Reflection on Student Compositions

	Action!                                                               Approximately 45 minutes
	

	Direct Teaching
Connect the use of motif in literature to the use of motif in music.

Definition – from wikipedia

 “In music, a motif or motive musical idea is a short ,[1] a salient recurring figure, musical fragment or succession of notes that has some special importance in or is characteristic of a composition. It is commonly regarded as the shortest subdivision of a theme or phrase that still maintains its identity as a musical idea. Grove and Larousse[3] also agree that the motif may have harmonic, melodic and/or rhythmic aspects, Grove adding that it "is most often thought of in melodic terms, and it is this aspect of the motif that is connoted by the term 'figure'."

A harmonic motif is a series of chords defined in the abstract, that is, without reference to melody or rhythm. A melodic motif is a melodic formula, established without reference to intervals. A rhythmic motif is the term designating a characteristic rhythmic formula, an abstraction drawn from the rhythmic values of a melody."

A motif thematically associated with a person, place, or idea is called a leitmotif. Occasionally such a motif is a musical cryptogram of the name involved. ”
Independent Work

Individual composition – Who Am I? What’s my Motif?  

1. Convey one of your own personality traits musically. 
2. To identify a trait, use a personality assessment that students may have used in their Careers class. 
3. Create a melodic motif or a harmonic motif of the trait 
4. Incorporate a musical cryptogram if possible.

5. Use the handout to identify how you have used the elements of music. BLM 1 What’s my Motif?

	

	Consolidation                            Approximately  20 minutes
	

	Small Group Work

1. Share your composition in small groups.

2. Teacher Prompts:

“What techniques did other students use to create their motif?”

“Was their personality trait clear?”

“What elements of music were used?”

“What was effective/ineffective?”
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