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	Title:  Composition on a Keyboard    

Lesson # 2
	Grade 9 
AMK 1O, Keyboard

	Critical Learning
	Guiding Questions

	The Creative Process guides musical composition.
The elements of music are integral to the creation of a musical composition.

Various tools and techniques will ease the process for musicians.
Developed and utilized co-constructed criteria can effectively assess The Creative Process.
	Is The Creative Process being used to inform the work of composition?

How will the elements of music be applied to composition?

Can appropriate tools and technologies be used to develop a composition?

Can co-constructed criteria for assessment be developed and used to guide composition?

	Curriculum Expectations                                      Unpacked Expectations

	A1. The Creative Process: apply the stages of The Creative Process when performing notated and/or improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;
A1.1 apply The Creative Process when performing notated and/or improvised music;
A1.2 apply The Creative Process when composing and/or arranging music;
A2. The Elements of Music: apply elements of music when performing notated and improvised music and composing and/or arranging music;
A2.1 apply the elements of music and related concepts appropriately when interpreting and performing notated music;
A2.2 manipulate the elements of music and related concepts appropriately when improvising melodies and rhythms;
A2.3 apply the elements of music and related concepts appropriately when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music;
A3. Techniques and Technologies: use a variety of techniques and technological tools when performing music and composing and/or arranging music;
A3.1 demonstrate technical skill when performing notated and/or improvised music;
A3.2 apply compositional techniques when composing and/or arranging simple pieces of music; and
A3.3 use current technology when practising, performing, composing, and/or arranging music.

	Learning Goals

At the end of this lesson, students will be able to say: 
I can:  

· use the stages of The Creative Process in creating a musical composition;
· work with the elements of music using of variety of techniques and technological tools in planning a composition;
· make artistic decisions for a composition based on co-constructed criteria; and
· understand why composing music is important…and fun!

.



	Instructional Components and Context

	Readiness

Prior knowledge of elements of music required for their composition. 
Lesson 1 background in The Creative Process.  
Terminology
The Creative Process
Elements of Music 


	Materials

BLM 5 Red light, Green Light Elements self-assessment activity. 

Notation software and appropriate hardware for application (i.e.,Finale) Computer lab or appropriate demonstration situation.  Finale Tutorial 1A, Simple Entry, and/or QuickStart video, Getting Started: Setting Up Your Score, and Note Entry. (included in OSAPAC ministry release).  

Teacher Resource 2 Co-constructed Criteria Checklist Finale


Teacher Resource 3 Success Criteria Checklist


BLM 7 Three things I need to remember about Finale  
BLM 1 Elements of Music Worksheet  
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	Minds On                                    Approximately  45 minutes
	Pause and Ponder

	Small Group> Think-Pair-Share 

· Have students connect back knowledge developed in lesson one, including: 

· basic keyboard fundamentals; and
· understanding of the Elements of Music. 
· Share and post the learning goals for the lesson and connect them to the skills and knowledge they require to compose their own pieces (The Creative Process, knowledge of elements, facility with software). 

· In a Think Pair Share, have students assess their readiness to use the elements and a compositional program using the BLM 5 Red Light, Green Light Elements self-assessment activity. 
· Have partners help each other further to understand the elements. 

· Engage partners then to share their readiness with a small group. 
· Have groups share their responses with the class. Collect Red Light Green Light sheets, taking note of the overall readiness of the class to proceed, and provide class, group, or individual support as necessary (e.g., provide more samples; compare each others’ work; and/or provide direct feedback).

	Assessment for Learning (AfL)

Teacher feedback and clarification of the learning goals during Minds On and Action. 

BLM 5 Red Light, Green Light 


Thumbs up/down 

Assessment as learning (AAL)

Co-developed success criteria: 

Teacher Resource 3 Success criteria checklist  

Co-developed rubric 
Composition Plan 
Process portfolio 
BLM 7 Three things I need to remember about Finale 


Assessment of Learning (AOL)

BLM 7 Three things I need to remember about Finale 

 
Differentiation (DI)

Compositional programs (Finale) have limitless possibilities. Students may forge ahead with further tutorials, experiment with content within the program, and build on their learning at their own pace.
Quick Tip

Finale is an important tool that is “free” for all students and educators in Ontario. This lesson assumes access to it.

Link and Layer

Refer to Lesson 1 in this unit for BLM 1 Elements of Music Worksheet.

Hyperlinks in the Lesson

BLM 1 Elements of Music Worksheet
BLM 5 Red Light Green Light


BLM 7 Three things I need to remember about Finale 


 Teacher Resource 2 Co constructed checklist finale 
Teacher Resource 3 Success Criteria Checklist
Think Pair Share
Finale OSAPAC
Thumbs Up Thumbs Down
The Creative Process
Elements of Music 


	Action!                                       Approximately 110 minutes
	

	Independent Work> Technology Tutorial (80 min.)

· Have students explore and experiment with a notation/sequencing program (such as Finale) as a composition tool, becoming familiar with the basic functions of notation software and investigating how the elements of music can be manipulated to meet their established success criteria using technology,  (e.g., program ensures that note values and meters are correct; able to assess the sound of the composition in real time, able to experiment with a wide range of tonalities and instrumentation in real time). 
· Have students complete a self-guided tutorial activity (Tutorial 1A, "Simple Entry", and/or QuickStart video, "Getting Started: Setting Up Your Score, and Note Entry."). 
· In their Process Portfolios, have students identify BLM 7 Three things I need to remember about Finale about using notation software.
Independent Work> Elements of Music (40 min.)

· Have students transfer their learning concerning the BLM 1 Elements of Music Worksheet to the computer and update their worksheets.

Whole Class> Co-constructing Criteria for Assessment (20 min.)
· Work with students to co-construct a Teacher Resource 3 Success Criteria Checklist based on what they have learned about Finale. This checklist will be important to their planning as they complete their individual compositions. The checklist should be included in their Process Portfolio.

	

	Consolidation                            Approximately 20 minutes
	

	Whole Class> Check for Understanding 
· Use “Thumbs up, thumbs down" to check for understanding of the success criteria and for confidence in using Finale in the next stages of The Creative Process.  
· Using the Teacher Resource 3 Success Criteria Checklist, ask for "thumbs up/thumbs down" for 1), a working understanding of each element on the checklist, and 2) a working understanding of how Finale can be used to work with that element. (see sample Teacher Resource 2 Co-constructed Criteria Checklist  Finale). 
· Use the data from this feedback to: 1) remediate class understanding as necessary, and 2) support ongoing feedback through the composition process. 

Pairs> Process Portfolio

· Have students complete the template BLM 7 Three things I need to remember about Finale to be included in their process portfolio.
· Have students use this completed template as a "self check/anchor support" while completing their composition. This may also form part of the teacher's assessment/evaluation of student knowledge and understanding of the elements and technological tools. 
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