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	Focus Course Profile
	Grade 9
	Course Code AMK 1O

	Scope & Sequence: Course Critical Learnings

	Creating and Performing
	Reflecting, Responding, Analyzing
	Foundations

	Apply The Creative Process
· perform notated and improvised music on the keyboard; 
· compose and arrange music using a keyboard  (various voices/chords/rhythmic beats/styles contained within the keyboard);
Apply the Elements of Music

· interpret and perform notated music on the keyboard (utilization of different voices on an electronic keyboard vs. an acoustic piano/harpsichord; pre-set and recording rhythmic patterns; octave recognition; chords/harmonic progression; volume control; touch of keys for dynamics); 
· improvise melodies and rhythms on the keyboard (rhythmic beats/styles of music on keyboard; pre-programmed and self-devised rhythms and melodies – record; different voices and multiple octaves);
· compose and  arrange simple pieces of music on the keyboard (teaching scale patterns – pentatonic scale; chord I, IV, V; improvisation hands separate/together; input on Finale);
Demonstrate Techniques and Technologies

· perform notated and improvised music with technical skills on the keyboard (proper posture & position of hands/fingers on keys; use of articulations in relation to strength of fingers on keys);
· compose music using the keyboard and compositional techniques (see shape of music on keyboard; introduction to Finale to input composition); and
· use technology to practise, perform, compose, and arrange music assisted by the keyboard (Finale/Audacity; included recording devices on keyboard).
	Apply The Critical Analysis Process
· listen to a variety of keyboard, contemporary, and other musical selections;

· identify and reflect on their personal responses to them;
· identify and describe the use of elements of music;
· describe the differences between technical
aspects and expressive aspects of music using the keyboard (using elements of music and different styles of keyboard music);
· research and reflect on keyboard music and  musicians (Canadian and the World);
Music and Society

· understand how traditional keyboard music was created and its affect on communities and cultures (various style of keyboard music & role it plays in ensembles);
· describe ways in which popular keyboard and art music reflects the society in which it was created and how it has affected communities or cultures (role that keyboard plays in ensembles & affect on genre);
Skills and Personal Growth 
· describe how the study of keyboard music has contributed to students’ personal growth, their ability to express themselves, their awareness, of the aural world around them, and their awareness of others (affect of keyboard music in branding/commercials; background muzak in stores; enliven peoples’ lives in hospital/nursing homes); 
· describe the development of keyboard musical skills and knowledge, and identify areas students’ will focus on for improvement (music practice journals – written or submitted on-line; performance evaluation feedback of peers; positive feedback/peer mentoring)’
· identify the interpersonal skills and work habits that contribute to the successful completion of individual and collaborative musical tasks (introduction of keyboard ensembles; peer mentorship in multi-level class; independent work vs. group preparation – practice vs. rehearsal);
Identify music connections beyond the classroom 

· identify and describe a variety of work or career possibilities related to keyboard music (use on-line/print resources);
· identify and describe possible opportunities for continued keyboard study in- and out-of- school (post-secondary; private teaching); and
· identify opportunities for and explain the benefits of participating in co-curricular keyboard music activities and other arts activities in the school (board-wide ensembles; accompanying choir/musical; pit groups; modern ensembles; string orchestras; dance groups; local performances – nursing homes).
	Theory and Terminology
· demonstrate an understanding of the elements of music as they relate to the keyboard through practical application and aural recognition, and use appropriate terminology related to these elements (theory related directly to the keyboard);
· demonstrate an understanding of, and use of proper terminology when referring to fundamental concepts associated with music notation on the keyboard (theory related directly to the keyboard);
· reproduce and accurately identify, from notation and listening, simple melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic examples on the keyboard  (call and response, pentatonic/blues scale);
History of Musical Forms

· demonstrate an understanding of the origins

and development of some musical forms related to keyboard music (historical development of the keyboard as part of the string family);
· identify and describe shared and unique

characteristics of types of music from around the world, including keyboard and Aboriginal music (different voices & sounds on the keyboard; dissonant vs. consonant sound); 
Responsible practices in music

· identify and describe key physical and health considerations associated with practising, performing, and listening to keyboard  music (posture & warm-up/warm-down);
· demonstrate an understanding of conventions related to music keyboard performance, with reference to both performers and audience members (respect for others & empathy for performers and patrons); and 

· identify ethical and legal responsibilities

associated with keyboard music (on-line downloading of musical).


	Resources

	Print and Website Resources
Grace Vandendool – Keyboard Theory Series
Herbert A. Deutsch - Synthesis: An Introduction to the History, Theory & Practice of Electronic Music

Natalie Kuzmich – Musical Growth: A process of involvement

Russell Drake – How to make electronic music

Jon F. Eiche – What’s a Synthesizer?

James W. Bastien – How to Teach Piano Successfully
	www.musictheory.net – Keyboard trainer
www.metronomeonline.com – Free metronome for rhythm
www.music-for-music-teachers.com – Different styles/types of music for music teachers

http://www.apronus.com/music/flashpiano.htm - Online piano (Flash)
http://www.pianoworld.com/fun/javapiano/javapiano.htm - Online piano (Java)

http://www.music-for-music-teachers.com/piano-keyboard.html - piano keyboard images

www.youtube.com 
	www.naxosonline.com – Naxos music library
www.alfred.com – Alfred publishing (Adult Piano Course Book)

www.rcmusic.ca – Royal Conservatory of Music (RCM) 

www.frederickharrismusic.com – Publisher of RCM method books
archives.cbc.ca – CBC archives (video/radio/television)

	Audio/Video resources
	
	

	Other resources
	http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/de/pd/instr/instrsk.html
http://www.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edulibrary/public/teachlearn/student/activity4_4A.pdf

	

	Instructional Strategies

	· narrative writing

· role playing

· research

· journal logs

· learning centres

· creative (creating) questions

· brainstorming
	· popcorn

· think, pair, share

· cooperative learning

· jigsaw

· conferencing

· drill and practice




	Glossary of Terms Specific to This Focus Course

	www.naxos.com/education/glossary.asp - Music Glossary-


	Assessment and Evaluation Strategies

	Assessment FOR Learning
	Assessment AS Learning
	Assessment OF Learning

	Prior knowledge assessment tasks
quiz

Formative activities (checklists, portfolio check, worksheets) on-going

Co-constructing assessment tasks

Co-construction of assessment tools

Provide descriptive feedback (what’s working, what’s not, what’s next)

Peer/self-assessment
Differentiated discussions
	Student SWOT analysis (strength/weakness/opportunities/ threats)
Self assessment tools for readiness: 

- Traffic light
- PMI Table (Plus/Minus/Interesting)

One-on-one interaction
Graphic Organizers

· Mind Maps

· T-Charts

· Flow Charts
	Summative evaluation
Final assessment tasks

Collaborative assessment creation (rubric, negotiation)

Next Step Reflection



	Activities/Units/Assignments

	1. Familiarization with the keyboard
· Students have time to find out about their keyboard (sounds, buttons, rhythms, etc.) 

· Students will share one or more things that they found interesting about their keyboard – create a popcorn chart on blackboard – compare and contrast if different types of keyboards

· Keyboard basics – A through G (sing the alphabet song); black vs. white keys; number in an octave and how many on a keyboard; relationship between black and white keys – symmetry.

· Name the notes – red light/green light for understanding 

· Exit Card for understanding (one question from each student – small groups attain answers, present and demonstrate to entire class)

· C position right hand/left hand/hands together – make a melody using five notes, write it down, play it back! - Alternative “Mary Had a Little Lamb”

· Co-construct assessment chart to determine understanding

2. Composition on the Keyboard 
· Red-light/Green-light knowledge of composition program

· Self tutorials on Finale

· Template – elements of music

3. Arranging Your Composition for Keyboard 
· Jigsaw different forms of music (binary, ternary, theme & variations, etc.), and teach to classmate

· Basic steps of composition using the elements of music

· Demonstrate ostinato through concept attainment activity

· To extend on composition techniques, frame different styles of music, as well as block chords and ostinatos to enhance compositional techniques

· Compose

· Perform composition live and on Finale
· Present piece to class

4. Creation of Keyboard Music 

· Think-pair-share what students would like to find out about the keyboard

· Co-construct research questions and opportunities (library, internet – proper research techniques)

· Co-construct list of “what to look fors”. May include: where it came from, how it evolved, function of the keyboard in the classroom, ensemble, and community

· Present findings in a creative way – Powerpoint, dramatic presentation, musical presentation, poetry, etc.
5. Musical Canadian Keyboardist 

· Explore the  role of keyboard music in our communities

· Discuss where else keyboard players & performers may work

· Brainstorm names of keyboard players – determine nationality

· Co-construct research questions to determine look fors 

· Think-pair-share interview questions

· Seek out a local keyboardist – Role play and simulate practice interview. Set up interview & record interview

· Present findings in a creative way – Powerpoint, dramatic presentation, musical presentation, poetry, etc. 
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