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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

For Music Education in Ontario

(i) The Alliance recommends that the Ontario Government commit sufficient and specifically targeted funding to ensure that all school boards receive the human, capital and consumable resources fundamental to the delivery of high quality music education commencing at the elementary level and that it revise the funding formula to fulfill this objective.

(ii) The Alliance recommends that Faculties of Education admit more graduate music candidates and, to ensure consistency in the competency of all graduates, deliver a standard minimum number of hours devoted to music pedagogy.  To ensure the quality of music education delivered, the proposed Standards of Teacher Education in Elementary Music be adopted and implemented. 
(iii) The Alliance recommend that the Ontario Government work with the Ontario College of Teachers to amend the Regulations under the OCTA to mandate that the elementary music curriculum be delivered exclusively by designated “specialist” music teachers, and that the Minister Education and Minister of Finance allocate specifically targeted resources and non-discretionary funding for this purpose

(iv) The Alliance recommends that each Board of Education receive a dedicated and non-discretionary funding allocation for consultant music staff and that the Government introduce the necessary Regulations to mandate that each Board be required to have at least one consultant, regardless of student population.

(v) The Alliance recommends that guidelines be established setting minimum instruction time to deliver all components of the elementary curriculum, including music and that the Government amend the funding formula to provide sufficient and targeted funding to provide sufficient staffing and resources to meet these time requirements.  For the elementary music curriculum the Alliance recommends the minimum instruction time be set at 100 minutes per week for the full school year.

(vi) The Alliance recommends that Faculties of Education admit more graduate music candidates and, to ensure consistency in the competency of all graduates, deliver a standard minimum number of hours devoted to music pedagogy.

(vii) The Alliance recommends that the Government provide sufficient funding recognizing the need for and the higher cost of specialized music rooms in elementary schools by modifying the funding formula to add a targeted and non-discretionary funding premium of at least 10%.

(viii) The Alliance recommends a major capital investment be made in musical instruments and equipment through a targeted “Music Education Renewal Initiative” similar to the Technological Education Renewal Initiative.

(ix) The Alliance recommends that the Government undertake a comprehensive study of the state of music education similar in scope and purpose as the Australian Government study, to identify specific resource, funding and policy gaps preventing delivery of music education to curriculum standards throughout the province. 

