
2008 Pre-Budget Consultation

Submission to the Ontario Standing Committee on 
Finance and Economic Affairs:

Presented By:
Jim Palmer
President

The Ontario Music Educators’ Association


on behalf of 

The Alliance for Music Education Ontario

Presented on January 29, 2008

Kingston, Ontario

[image: image1.jpg]i

Alliance for Music Education






I am appearing before you today to bring new life to a message you have heard before. I suggest to you that this message can help save lives in our schools.

In November of 1997, more than 3,000 anguished parents who believe music is a crucial and indispensable element of modern education, hand-delivered a letter to their local Scarborough MPPs which said: 

 “Like all parents in Ontario, we judge the quality of our lives, and the character of our leaders, on the basis of many factors. One of the most important at all times in this province's history - and never more than now - is the quality of the education our children receive.  John Dewey, the great educator, said that, what the wise parent wants for his or her child, society must want for all children. “  
Those words resonate today, a full decade later, when media headlines scream out about youth violence, disengagement and despair. What those wise parents wanted then and still want for every child is a safe school, and caring qualified teachers delivering an enriching balanced curriculum which includes music education. They have seen just a few of the many studies that show that music has a significant effect on a child’s development. But perhaps more important they know that, in today’s society, school music programs connect young people to their community and this is what many of them are seeking today. Every child who joins a gang, looking for a sense of belonging, could be joining a band or a choir. A choir is, in fact, a gang of singers. But it’s a gang in which they can find their identity and purpose, in a positive environment -- positive for themselves and their community. 
My name is Jim Palmer, President of the Ontario Music Educators’ Association. 

I’m a parent of 4 children, a teacher with 24 years experience and I appear before you today on behalf of the Alliance for Music Education Ontario of which the OMEA is a founding member. 

Other member organizations include the Canadian Music Industry Education Committee, People for Education, and the Coalition for Music Education in Canada.  The American Federation of Musicians Canada representing thousands of professional musicians nation-wide, supports our beliefs and principals.  Together we represent thousand Ontarians from across this province. It is a unique collaboration of organizations committed to finding ways to ensure the delivery of quality music education to all Ontario children regardless of economic means, geographic location, and skill level.
In our ongoing effort to assist the Ministry of Education, in May 2007, the Alliance for Music Education Ontario presented a brief to the Minister. The brief was distributed widely and has been well received and posted on many websites. Every director of education has received it, well as provincial education Associations and Organizations. It has been presented to the Ontario College of Teachers and Faculties of Education in the province as well. A list of the key recommendations is attached hereto as is the full brief.   We believe the recommendations, when implemented, will help the Government ensure every child in Ontario has the music education he or she deserves.  While the recommendations raise policy and regulatory issues under the authority of the Ministry of Education, the Ontario Government must commit sufficient and targeted funding to music. When this happens, the Education ministry will have the resources it requires to fully implement its existing AND newly revised world-class music curriculum for the children of Ontario.

The link between sound education policy and economic prosperity is universally recognized, as demonstrated by the significant and admirable commitment to improving education made by this government in its first term. However, the demonstrable link between the arts, and music education specifically, to both sound education policy and economic prosperity has largely been overlooked or ignored by successive provincial and federal governments. The neglect and decline of public music education in Ontario clearly demonstrates a fundamental misunderstanding of the wide-ranging socio-economic benefits of investing in the development of a universally accessible music education program. 
Countries such as Hungary, Japan and the Netherlands, whose children continually rank highest in world scientific achievement tests, consider music an integral part of the school curriculum and provide funding and resources to support it. Here in Canada, other provinces, particularly in the Maritimes, have made the link. Newfoundland requires every high school student to complete two music or fine arts credits and has introduced an elementary music curriculum which celebrates and promotes its heritage.  It targets specific resources and funding to each school district to provide a music specialist teacher for each school. It has done so, because the province recognizes the connection between music and culture and culture and the province’s economy.

Ontario’s Government also recognizes the connection, and the Alliance applauds that. However the measures taken and investments made are simply not targeted enough to enable all Ontario children to achieve excellence in all aspects of the mandatory curriculum, especially music.  

Given the funding and resource pressures faced by school decision makers, discretionary grants linked to announcements about funding for instruments and music rooms, while well intended, do not achieve their purpose. 

The sad reality is that quality music education is just not available for the vast majority of Ontario children, especially those living outside of urban areas where almost no formal music instruction exists at all. A commitment to targeted funding for music education for all schools is long overdue. Therefore, we ask that the budget accurately reflects the importance of music to our children, our schools and the community.  I emphasize again that education funding must be targeted for specific purposes 
Our position is as follows

· Every child in Ontario has the right to a music education delivered by a qualified music teacher

· A music teacher must meet minimum standards of musical literacy

· In short, to teach music, a teacher must understand the language of music

· The government must provide sufficient – and targeted - funding to bring quality music education to every child in Ontario

Surely the richest province, in the best country in the world can find the ways and means to give our children the education they need and deserve to become fully realized individuals and contributing citizens. 

I began this presentation with a provocative statement: That music might save a child from the terrifying influences of the Gang… and you may find yourself saying, can music REALLY make that kind of difference? It absolutely can make the difference, and I speak with the certain knowledge founded in my own quarter-century of experience in the music room. I have taught  students who would not have been in school had it not been for their membership in the band. In spite of whatever else might be going on in their troubled lives, they knew they couldn’t leave school… and not just because the band was a welcoming and comfortable place for them. In music, they themselves were needed… their bass guitar was vital… their rhythmic drumming was a necessity… their wailing sax indispensable to the group. In the band… or the choir… or any other musical gang, they are wanted, needed, accepted. Can it make a difference?  It can… it has… it will.

On behalf of the thousands of parents who want to give their children the best chance at a happy and productive life, we are urging you to help them get there.  The government must provide sufficient--targeted – funds… and you will bring quality music education to every child in Ontario… today.
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