In 2007, the Ministry of Education listened to the voice of the Alliance for Music Education Ontario and other concerned voices and provided funding aimed at the support of Music and the Arts.  

Through a Program Enhancement Grant totalling $35,000,000 school boards received funding, allocated on a per school basis in the amount of $7,500, to support “programs and activities such as arts, music, physical education and outdoor education”.  
In 2008, funding was increased by 30%, with boards receiving approximately $45,400,000, based on $9,650 per school. Unfortunately, the funding was not specifically targeted and boards were given flexibility to decide how the funding would be used.  
Some school boards dedicated 100%  in support of new and existing programs in Music etc. while in other boards, schools and students received NO funding or resources from these grants to support their learning, in any subject area. 
The Alliance is concerned that decisions are being made at the school board level that do not honour the intent of the Grants and that funds are not flowing into the classrooms of our students.    To have any effect on student learning and outcomes, it is clear that government funding must be specifically targeted to ensure that funds are spent efficiently and appropriately.
Below is an analysis of the amounts each individual board received in Program Enhancement Grants in each year.   To read the Ministry document regarding this funding, go to   http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/funding/0708/technical.pdf    for 2007 and 
http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/funding/0809/technicalFall2008.pdf  for 2008.
Feel free to email the Alliance for Music Education at allianceformusiced@sympatico.ca to share your thoughts.
