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	This fall, the people of Ontario will elect a new government, and Education must be part of any election discussion.  The Alliance for Music Education continues to work to ensure three important core values:

1. Every student in Ontario’s publicly funded school system has the right to a quality music education.

2. Music in our schools must taught by qualified, specialist music teachers. 
3. To ensure viability and sustainability, Music programs must be supported by sufficient, targeted funding. 


	1: Rights of the Student to an Authentic Music Education
Over  50 % of elementary schools in Ontario, have NO  music teacher, less than 1997/98 levels (P4E survey, 2008). Regardless of where they live or how much money their parents make, they have the right to a full, well-rounded education, which includes a rigorous, mandated music curriculum.  
Education in the arts is essential to students’ intellectual, social, physical, and
emotional growth and well-being. (The Arts: Ontario curriculum document -revised).

Sample Questions:

· How are you going to ENSURE that every child in Ontario gets the full benefit of the Ontario Music Curriculum?
· What plans do you have that will provide for our children’s involvement in authentic and engaging music programs in their schools?



	2: The Importance of having Musically Literate Teaches support our students.
At present, there is NO requirement that elementary school teachers who teach our children music have any recognized music qualification whatsoever. Ontario recently released an exciting music curriculum; however Music is a language, and only teachers who have attained a working literacy in that language can effectively deliver this new curriculum. Current legislation does not require that teachers have even a minimal musical knowledge; further, it does not allow highly-qualified elementary music teachers to be designated "specialists". Legislation must be amended.  

· The Standard for Teacher Education in Music, as presented by the Alliance for Music Education, must be sanctioned and recognized in legislation by the Ontario Government.

· A requirement must be established that educators teaching music in our classrooms possess officially sanctioned qualifications.

Sample Questions:

· We wouldn’t ask someone who speaks only English to deliver the French curriculum. What will you do to make sure that only confident, qualified, specialist music teacher will teach music to our children?

· Why is it that teachers with extensive music training are unrecognized and unprotected by legislation and in collective agreements?


	3: The necessity of Targeting Sufficient Resources to Music Education
Recent initiatives by the Ministry of education have been aimed at providing both moral and practical support for music education.   However, it is an startling fact that funding directed to support music programs far too often never finds its way to the classroom. A glaring example is the Program Enhancement Grant, or 'PEG', which is intended to enhancing programs in Music and the Arts, Outdoor Education, and Phys-ed.  While some boards are using this funding as intended, this much-needed support is very often going towards “the bottom line” as cash-strapped Boards use it to pay for buses, existing programs, or operational needs such as paying the electricity bill. 
· We continue to strongly press for specifically targeted, sustained and sufficient funding to ensure that all school board receive the human capital, and consumable resources fundamental to the delivery of high quality music education. 

· Accountability and reporting mechanisms need to be put in place to ensure boards are spending these funds as intended.

· Board of education must be held accountable for the way funding is disturbed. 

· Reporting mechanism must be put in place to ensure the funds are used as intended. 

Potential Questions for your local Candidates:

· How will you fix the broken “funding formulas” and complicated and arbitrary grant system to ensure that music, and other valuable programs, receive sufficient and sustained funding.

· What will to do to hold boards accountable, ensuring that funds aimed at supporting music education programs are used as intended?



How to Use this Guide:
Please consider asking your local candidates these, and similar questions, during the election.

Feel free to adapt these questions to the particular concerns and challenges of your community.

 In the mean time, ask your sitting  Member of Provincial Parliament; in most ridings, Fridays are constituency days, when members are available to talk to their constituents.  Here’s where to find your local constituency office. 
http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/members/member_addresses.do?AddType=CONT&locale=en
Watch your local media for public appearances and debates that will be taking place. When possible, try to attend with a friend or too… it’s much easier to speak up when you have a friendly face or two with you for support.

The future of Ontario music education is our responsibility. We need to ensure that those in Government are held accountable for the decisions that will shape our children’s educational future.
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